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With reference to classroom observation of three educational theories, reference academic literature as appropriate. 
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[image: /Users/nicholasfamily/Pictures/Photos Library.photoslibrary/Masters/2017/11/08/20171108-190413/IMG_0646.JPG]In 2001, Glasgow education used an initiative as a pilot scheme, which involved five schools in which two schools were based in the North East of Glasgow, and one in each quadrant in Glasgow. This scheme was to build and construct the success rate of using Nurture Groups in educational settings. 
Glasgow education provided extra funding to the five schools, which enabled the schools to employ additional staff; being one teacher and also an extra support assistant, which ensured children with barriers to learning, as well as children displaying social, emotional, or    behavioural difficulties. This would enable these children to stay in mainstream education without disturbing their class and causing disruption to another pupils’ education. This approach is within Glasgow’s legislation of providing support to the most vulnerable children, as well as raising standards of education and inclusion. In this case, early intervention was a priority in their approach.
The success rate of these pilot schools led to the second phase, which introduced 12 schools from 2002-2003, which was extremely successful. This was given priority and as a result, a further 29 schools Nurture Groups were funded and constructed in August 2004. (Glasgow, education services policy, 2012).
When the 29 Nurture Groups were established, 58 schools benefitted from this in August 2005. This had a positive impact in deprived areas in Glasgow. 
This brings in the theory of Bandura and the bobo doll experiment. Observing children’s behaviour and his social learning theory, although it does not explain all behaviour. However, children can display behavioural difficulties due to the lack of positive role models. To enable the child to imitate a given behaviour, using positive reinforcement and encouragement, as well as [image: /Users/nicholasfamily/Pictures/Photos Library.photoslibrary/Masters/2017/11/08/20171108-192704/IMG_0644.JPG]displaying good behaviour, positive action has shown success, which is shown in a report made by Ofsted, which inspected 29 schools between November 2010 and March 2011 to enquire and investigate their Nurture Group settings (Ofsted, July 2011, No. 100230).



Children that had been chosen to participate in the Nurture setting had been excluded or may be in peril of permanent exclusion or being considered for a move to a behavioural unit or a different education school more suitable than mainstream education. The majority of children had poor record of attendance. Other children may have suffered severe trauma outside the educational setting. Many of the pupils were observed working below the academic level for their age. The reasons that they were below standard is because these pupils were unable to participate in full time education. 
[image: /Users/nicholasfamily/Pictures/Photos Library.photoslibrary/Masters/2017/11/08/20171108-192700/IMG_0645.JPG]The school’s aim was to provide a calm, imitation home environment with an easy-to-follow routine with adults portraying positive relationships, which conforms to the principles within the Nurture Group. Both staff and leaders agreed upon a key purpose which has to improve the children’s behavioural, social and emotional skills. In order to achieve this, the pupils were set targets and were also given strategies to aid pupils’ behaviour. To achieve these targets, pupils adhered to these targets both in their mainstream class and also at home with support from parents and carers. This gave pupils consistency in terms of their behaviour, which also enables parents and carers to create their own strategies. As a result of the Nurture Group approach the pupils behavioural, social and emotional skills improved. 
[image: elated image][image: elated image]This intervention takes a considerable amount of resources, time, funding and providing staff training. However, this survey illustrates that Nurture Groups when successful can have a high impact on young children and their families can be highly significant and far reaching. 
The school’s evidence shown in the Ofsted report that over one third of 50 cases, pupils that attended the Nurture Group improved their reading, writing and mathematical had increased dramatically. The other pupils slightly increased which has made a positive impact on their education (Ofsted, July 2011, No. 100230).
The Nurture Group has also shown Vygotsky and his theory on cognitive development that stems from social interactions. The Nurture Group also use the zone of proximal development as children work with peers (in small groups), so they can share their knowledge and from their role models in the setting. Vygotsky also states that the environment where children live their home life will influence how they think, learn and what the children will think about. Basically, Vygotsky is saying that if a child is surrounded with violence, they will display violence. This is why Nurture Group is successful to show children who live in unbalanced households, that they provide a calm, happy environment, how to eat and how to be social. These settings should not have a price tag and the success rate has shown that these environments need to be supported and treasured. 

[image: /Users/nicholasfamily/Pictures/Photos Library.photoslibrary/Masters/2017/11/08/20171108-192723/IMG_0647.JPG]POPAT began in the 1970s. it was used in speech therapy, helping children that had speech disorders. This programme is designed to “make sounds obvious”. POPAT enables children to listen and choose at a cognitive age, 3 or above. It is designed to focus listening skills, which will enable children to segment into spoken words.  
[image: /Users/nicholasfamily/Pictures/Photos Library.photoslibrary/Masters/2017/11/08/20171108-193104/IMG_0654.JPG][image: /Users/nicholasfamily/Pictures/Photos Library.photoslibrary/Masters/2017/11/08/20171108-192739/IMG_0650.JPG]POPAT contains 18 phonemes, which are linked to symbols. The learners then use these “sound pictures” to show which sound they heard in a group of three, which will then lead to later progress to CV, V, C and CVC cluster words. 
POPAT is successful in an educational setting because there are no right or wrong answers as mistakes are not pointed out to children. At the beginning of reception, the children do not have to speak. Also, young children find the activity enjoyable. 
[image: /Users/nicholasfamily/Pictures/Photos Library.photoslibrary/Masters/2017/11/08/20171108-193122/IMG_0657.JPG]POPAT has proven success as it can speed the literacy learning of mainstream pupils and also impacts dramatically on emergent writing. 
POPAT enables children to focus on listening skills that can help to generalise everyday learning. 
POPAT is also versatile and has proved to be a successful programme that works well with children with additional learning needs, such as Dyslexia, Disordered Phonological, Visual Impairment, Dyspraxia, PMLD and ASD. 
This programme fits in with the educational psychologist Jerome Bruner’s three modes of representation, especially the iconic (1-6 years) where children store information visually. This may explain that when young children are learning, it is beneficial to use pictures or diagrams to accompany verbal information. 
[image: ../Pictures/Photos%20Library.photoslibrary/Masters/2017/11/08/20171108-193209/IMG_0666.JPG.jpeg]Jerome Bruner’s constructivist theory is effective when faced with new material to follow a progression from enactive to iconic to symbolic representation. This is true even for adult learners. For a true instructional designer, Bruner’s work also suggests that a learner even of a young age is capable of learning any material as long as the instruction is organised appropriately (www.simplypsychology.org/Bruner.html). 
The third and final stage of a learning tool that supports the educational theory of Jean Piaget is the Foundation Phase (wales.gov.uk) and the Early Years Foundation Stage (gov.uk).
The Foundation Phase was introduced in September 2004, where 41 schools were used as a trial. More schools had access to this curriculum throughout Wales in September 2008. This was then introduced in all schools between 2010 and 2011. It is advised by the Welsh Government that the Foundation Phase is aimed at children from ages three to seven. Foundation Phase enables children to enhance their social, emotional, and behavioural development. In addition [image: ../Pictures/Photos%20Library.photoslibrary/Masters/2017/11/08/20171108-193227/IMG_0668.JPG]to this, it also enables children to explore activities through play and investigate activities outdoors. 
[image: ../Pictures/Photos%20Library.photoslibrary/Masters/2017/11/08/20171108-193217/IMG_0670.JPG]In comparison to this, the Early Years Foundation Stage (gov.uk) in England is aimed at children from zero to five-years-old. ‘All schools and Ofsted-registered early years providers must follow the EYFS, including childminders, preschools, nurseries and school reception classes’ (gov.uk). The Early Years Foundation Stage in England compared to the Early Years Foundation Phase in Wales, they both have very similar strategies where the children will learn through play. Although in England they concentrate on language and communication skills, as well as literacy and mathematics, in the Foundation Phase, it is known as literacy and numeracy in Wales. 
[image: ../Pictures/Photos%20Library.photoslibrary/Masters/2017/11/08/20171108-193141/IMG_0660.JPG]Using Jean Piaget’s educational theory and his constructivist approach, it has been influential for primary teaching. Piaget’s theory of discovery through learning has been proven to be at its best when exploring and was seen to transform the primary school curriculum. Children’s learning through the environment and by discovery, Piaget’s theory is that children should not be taught difficult concepts until they have reached a suitable stage of cognitive development. In a setting, children’s learning should be child-friendly and the teacher is present in the classroom and should supervise rather than give direct instructions and instead of learning individual activities, group activities should be displayed so children can learn from each other. ‘According to Piaget, 1958, assimilation and accommodation require an active learner, not a passive one, because problem-solving skills cannot be taught, they must be discovered.’ 
[image: mage result for dr montessori]The Foundation Phase and Early Years Foundation Stage also incorporates some of the factors of the Montessori Early Childhood Education. In the beginning, Dr Montessori worked with children from ages between 3 and 6-years-old. To start, she worked with older children and decided to introduce puzzles when working with children who had attended a special needs school. After overcoming many obstacles and learning new skills, they demanded to be taught how to read and write. In this era, it was thought that if a child was under the age of seven, they did not have the ability to learn. Dr Montessori encouraged learning in children, and devised tools to help do this, for example, hands-on materials. Working together, children learnt from each other. The children became more independent with regards to their own learning; Montessori gave guidance, not instruction. ‘She watched as the children used her didactic materials to teach themselves and to then turn around and teach their peers. The child, in these three years, constructs the adult he is to become.’ 
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FOCUSED TASKS

Direct teaching of
concepts, skills & knowledge.

Adult Focus:Leading discussion, shaping ideas
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ENHANCED PROVISION

Addition of stimulating resources,
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High quality indoor and outdoor learning environment
Child ted
Adult focus; playing alongside to obsérve, identify leaming, respond to and suggest ideas,
wonder out loud, ask questions





image2.jpeg
an

" Having a sens of
Feeling Welcome g

belonging

Caring for each other

Encouraging Healthy
Lifestyles

Sharing Experiences Feeling Supported

A comfortable, stimulating environment
to develop and grow

www.mindingkids.co.uk “Copyright © MindingKids 2015





image3.jpeg
n of Nurture

he crea roups

© Nurture groups were developed in the 1970s by Marjorie
Boxall, an Educational Psychologist.

© This was in response to a need in an area of London with
high social deprivation.

© Many children were found to be unable to meet the
expectations of a mainstream school environment due to
the poor quality of their early social and emotional
experiences.

© These experiences (or lack of), had the potential to
present to cause attachment disorders.
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