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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.
500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).
 

My work is mainly focused on children and families; however, it is important for me to understand how safeguarding applies to adults too. In Wales, adult safeguarding is guided by several pieces of legislation, policies, and procedures that ensure vulnerable adults are protected from harm, abuse, and neglect.

The main legislation in Wales is the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 SSWBA (2014) which also links to my local authority policy. This Act sets out the legal duties for safeguarding adults and children, and section 7 specifically focuses on safeguarding people. It defines an “adult at risk” as someone who is experiencing or at risk of abuse or neglect, has care and support needs, and is unable to protect themselves because of those needs. S126 of the SSWBA (2014) and The Care Act (2014) places a duty on social workers to safeguard adults who could be at risk of physical, emotional, sexual, and financial harm. If a local authority has reasonable cause to suspect that an adult is at risk, they are legally required to make enquiries to determine what action should be taken, where they will assess risk, and work collaboratively with other agencies if relevant.  

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2020) supports the implementation of the Acts.  They ensure that practitioners respond to any safeguarding concerns and give guidance for a consistent approach to devise a course of action by engaging with the adult who is at risk. Any adult involved in the care of the adult at risk takes precedence over the need to maintain professional confidentiality;  Effective safeguarding requires shared responsibility and communication between agencies to ensure the best outcomes for adults at risk (Koubel, 2016). 

The Mental Capacity Act (2005) (MCA 2005) applies to adults who may struggle to make decisions for themselves. This Act and associated Code of Practice chapter 5 provides a framework for assessing whether someone has the capacity to make a specific decision at a specific time, being mindful that people have the right to make their own choices—even if those choices seem unwise—unless they are proven to lack capacity. Chapter 15 gives advice to help make sure that adults who lack capacity to make decisions for themselves, are protected from abuse.  Using frameworks can assist practitioners to be open, transparent and follow relevant legislation in practice (Koubel, 2016). 

The Advocacy Code of Practice: Part 10 of the SSWBA 2014 outlines a duty where especially adults at risk have a right to advocacy.  Who would ensure that their views and wishes are expressed and help them make informed choices.

The Equality Act (2010) also plays a key role in safeguarding. It legally protects vulnerable individuals from discrimination in various areas of their life such as age, disability, race, religion, sex, mental health and sexual orientation.  Ensuring that they are treated with dignity and respect and not excluded or disadvantaged. 

The Welsh Language Standards legislation under The Welsh Language (Wales) Measure (2011) and the More Than Just Words framework support adults at risk ensuring that people can access support in their preferred language, which is especially important in safeguarding situations where clear communication is vital.  This is known as the “Active Offer,” where the Welsh language is offered without the person needing to ask for it. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Although safeguarding children and adults have the same ethos there are significant differences in legislation and procedures. Brammer (2009) explains that safeguarding children is led by legal framework such as the Children Act (1989) CA (1989) which places a duty on local authorities to safeguard and promote the welfare of children in need (Section 17). Children are assumed to be vulnerable and lack capacity to make informed decisions, so the law allows professionals to intervene in their best interests, even if this overrides parents’ wishes. While the child’s voice is important, decisions are often made by adults on the child’s behalf, through multi-agency working. Under Section 47 CA (1989), local authorities must investigate if there is reasonable cause to suspect a child is suffering or likely to suffer significant harm.
When safeguarding adults, Principle 1 of the MCA (2005), states we must presume capacity and the right to make their own choices, even if they are risky. Principle 3 supports the right to refuse support, and their wishes must be respected if they understand the decision. Intervention is justified when there’s evidence of lack of capacity, coercion, or serious risk of harm. While we respect the right to refuse, we still offer support options, including third-sector services like Calan DVS. If wider risks are present, such as fire risk to neighbours, this becomes a public protection issue and must be referred. In some cases, safeguarding may be closed with a protection plan and monitoring. 

In contrast in Children’s Services we consider whether a child is Gillick competent.   Assessing whether a child under 16 has enough understanding and maturity to make decisions about their care and support without parent’s consent – for example asking for support without informing parents (NSPCC Learning, 2022).  Once they turn 16, decisions are assessed under the MCA (2005), focusing on whether they can understand and make a decision at the specific time its needed.  Capacity is judged for each decision, not as an overall judgement.

Safeguarding children often involves working with parents, carers and extended family to assess how their needs or behaviours could be impacting on the child’s wellbeing.  Adult safeguarding focuses on the individual’s ability to protect themselves and often support from community resources and voluntary services.  Professionals take a holistic approach to adult wellbeing, not just their safety but housing, health and social connections SSWBA (2014).   Adult safeguarding often involves building relationships, providing information, and signposting to services, rather than direct intervention.  Empowering them to make informed choices and supporting them to live safely and independently. In contrast, safeguarding children often requires more immediate and direct action to remove or reduce risk.
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