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	Location / Activity:
	Dare Valley Country Park / Pond Dipping and Mini Beast Hunt 
	Date:
	30/09/2022

	Assessor:  
	Hayley Griffiths 
	Review date:  
	30/12/2022



The boxes in the table below will expand as you type into them; pre-entered text is simply for illustration.  You should delete irrelevant items and replace with text relevant to your circumstances.
Your overall risk rating – Low, medium or high – is based on your judgement about whether the BENEFITS of the activity or opportunity outweigh the RISKS.

	Experience exploring outdoor space in photograph
	How will young people BENEFIT from this activity?
	Hazards and risks
	Who is at risk?
	PRECAUTIONS in place to reduce the risk of injury
	Overall risk RATING: L/M/H

	Bridge over stream leading from pond 
	· Children can drop things from the bridge to explore the float or sink concept
· Children could drop objects into the water to see which one lands first to investigate heavy and light. 
· Pupils can view and discuss the flow of water, the speed in which it is flowing, finding out where it came from first, where it is going. 
· Pupils learn to discuss man made and natural features or natural and manufactured materials as the bridge is made from both
	· Whilst the bridge floor has a manufactured nonslip coating some of this has worn away leaving the surface slippery in the wet weather and leaving some ground uneven which is a trip hazard. 
· Despite the drop being low, the bridge could pose a serious risk if children were to climb on the rungs on the side of the bridge and fall onto the rocks or into the water below. The bridge is safe if children are standing on ground as the rung barrier is quite high. 
	Pupils and Educators
	· Pupils and Educators will be asked to wear suitable footwear for the lesson
· Pupils will be reminded to walk slowly and carefully on the bridge 










· Dangers of climbing up on the sides bridge will be discussed beforehand. Rules will be given to the pupils not to climb on the bridge and an educator will supervise to make sure these rules are adhered to. 
	 Low Risk












Medium Risk

	Mud area next to the pond 
	· Children will be able to explore texture and consistency as some of the mud in the area is dry and some is wet and boggy. 
· Children will be able to use this area to pond dip and explore wildlife living in the area such as the ducks, plants, pondlife and minibeasts. 
· Children will be able to view the lifecycle of a frog. 
· Clothes and shoes could become wet
	· Some of the mud is slippery and there is a risk shoes could become stuck in the mud 
· There is a risk of drowning if a child falls into the pond, the pond is very shallow in the area which is why the area has been chosen. 
· The are risks to the ducks living in the pond that they may become distressed during the visit
· Children could ingest or absorb contaminated soil
	Pupils, Educators and Wildlife

	· Suitable footwear should be worn for this activity
· Pupils will be provided with suitable waterproof clothing 
· The dangers and risk of falling in the pond will be discussed 
· Group numbers participating in this area at one time will be limited to allow maximum supervision from an adult. 
· Children will be asked to put their hands in their mouths and to wash hands immediately after the activity
· Children will be asked to be respectful to the wildlife that we are observing

	Medium 

	Log on floor
	· Walk on top using it to balance
· Use the magnifying glass to view minibeasts living in the log
· Discuss the shape of the log and look at how different the texture of the wood is from the log seat to the picnic bench and why they are different
	· Potential trip hazard
· Pupils could fall off whilst balancing
· Splinters from uneven wood
	Pupils
	· Children could be made aware of the risks
· Educators could be on hand to provide support to children if required and requested to balance on the log 
	Low Risk

	Geese on the pond
	· Pupils can observe the geese and their features. Looking at wingspan in comparison to their body. Their features that allow them to float on the pond
	· Geese Bites
	Pupils and Educators
	· The geese will be observed from a distance
· Pupils will be reminded to respect the Geese space if they walk on land and not to offer food or try to touch them at all. 
	Medium

	Grassed verge area around the rest of the pond away from the mud area. 
	· Children can view the pond and pond dip looking for pondlife
	· The pond is much deeper in these areas increased drowning risk
	Pupils and Educators
	· Children will be asked not to walk to the waters edge in these areas and only to pond dip from the supervised mudded area. 
· Educators will supervise to ensure that children are not going too close to the water’s edge
	High

	Surrounding Trees
	· Pupils can view the leaves and bark on the trees exploring shape, colour, pattern, and texture
· Pupils can climb some of the branches on the trees, which helps develop confidence, develop spatial awareness, concentration, working memory and knowledge of nature. 
· Pupils can observe and find wildlife that live in the trees
	· Children could fall and injure themselves
	Pupils and Educators
	· During wet weather explain to children that branches will be slippery, and the tree may be more difficult to climb
· Number of children climbing tree at any one time will be limited 
· Ground underneath tree will be checked first for any sharp rocks, roots, or branches. 
· Children will not be supported to climb up and will only climb to where they feel confident to climb no more than 3 x their height as suggested by Forestschool.org (No Date). 
· Teach children how to recognise a dead branch such as having lack of foliage or change in colour to limit any chances of a branch falling. 
· Educator to climb the tree first to assess any dead branches and asses if the tree is safe to climb
	Medium
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