In conclusion, societal attitudes and victim-blaming behaviours play a significant and often detrimental role in shaping and reinforcing stereotypes within the criminal justice system. These attitudes influence how individuals, particularly those from marginalised communities, are perceived and treated. Victim blaming, where the responsibility for a crime is shifted to the victim rather than the perpetrator, aggravates existing prejudices and stereotypes, particularly in cases of sexual assault and domestic violence This not only impacts the way victims are treated by law enforcement but also distorts public perceptions of justice and fairness. 
The stereotypes associated with victims (For example certain behaviours, such as dressing a certain way, being intoxicated, or flirting, "invite" or "provoke" sexual assault) affect not only the treatment victims receive from society but also how law enforcement, legal professionals, and the public respond to crime reporting and investigations. When victims are perceived as partially responsible for their victimisation, it diminishes the urgency with which their cases are taken seriously, leading to slower responses, insufficient investigations, or even outright dismissal of their claims. The belief that victims “had it coming” is one of the central reasons why many survivors are hesitant to come forward, fearing that their experiences will be minimized, blamed on them, or disregarded altogether. This victim-blaming attitude is harmful because it disregards the perpetrator's accountability and the fact that no one deserves to be assaulted under any circumstances. As a result, crime reporting becomes skewed, and the criminal justice system operates with an inherent bias that undermines its ability to deliver fair and just outcomes. 
As seen in the literature, high profile victims of crime will receive sympathy from the public because of their status in the world, yet the public lack the same level of sympathy for people who are considered to be from the lower class in society. The literature also showed us that when women who are victims of sexual assault go to report it to the police, they get blamed for what happened to them. Also, many women fear that they might not be believed or taken seriously if they do report the offence to the police which can lead them to not report the crime.  
The literature collected also highlights how victim blaming can have a profound psychological impact on survivors he societal messages that victims are responsible for their victimisation can erode their self-esteem, leaving them feeling ashamed, guilty, or undeserving of support. These psychological effects often manifest as anxiety, depression, and post-traumatic stress, further complicating the healing process. The trauma associated with victim blaming is not just emotional but can be deeply social, as victims may isolate themselves to avoid further judgment or stigmatization. Additionally, the shame and self-blame implanted by societal attitudes may prevent survivors from seeking help, either from law enforcement or from mental health professionals. This reluctance to engage with the criminal justice system only prolongs a cycle of injustice, where many victims of crime remain silent, their needs unmet, and their rights unacknowledged. 
The data collected from the questionnaire supports the findings from the literature review. The participants from the questionnaire agree that victims of crime do not receive the appropriate support they deserve from the criminal justice system. The data collected from one question showed that a substantial number of participants agreed that stereotyping a victim, based on their appearance or behaviour, contributes to a culture of victim-blaming. The data also shows us that almost three quarters of participants believe that there is a negative psychological impact of victim-blaming on survivors of crime.  
In light of these challenges, it is essential to reexamine and dismantle the societal attitudes that encourage victim blaming. By acknowledging the harmful effects these attitudes have on both the victims and the integrity of the criminal justice system, society can begin to create a more empathetic and supportive environment for survivors. Comprehensive reforms are necessary, including better education on the psychological impacts of victimisation, more sensitive responses from law enforcement and legal professionals, and policies that ensure all victims receive the dignity, support, and justice they deserve. Only when victims are seen as credible, deserving of support, and not responsible for the crimes committed against them can we expect a truly fair and just criminal justice system—one that restores faith in the process and provides survivors with the healing and justice they deserve. 

