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Common Law 
Introduction
One of the most popular legal systems in the world is the English Legal System which is based on common law principle. Common Law is a legal system that has been evolving over centuries through innovation and adaptation. Laws and precedents during this evolution are established through court decisions. The system differs from civil law system which is based on specific legal statutes and codes. This report focuses on the principles of English legal system and its role in judicial growth. Anyone attempting to understand this convoluted legal system must be familiar with the common law principles of the English legal system, and this essay will give a thorough analysis of these ideas.
The flexibility of the common law system is one of its key benefits. Common law empowers judges to interpret the law based on the unique circumstances of each case, in contrast to civil law systems, which are founded on a collection of rules and legislation (Baker, 2020, p 18). As a result, the law can be modified and updated to consider changes in society, culture, technology, and science. For instance, judges were responsible for applying feudal law to individual conflicts in the early years of the common law system. Nonetheless, judges started creating new legal rules to address problems, such as marine and business law.
The standard law system's versatility is another benefit. The common law system permits minor modifications to the law to be made by the judgments of judges in particular circumstances; This implies that the legislation can be revised to consider new scientific and technological advancements as well as shifting social and cultural standards (Chouaibi, 2022, p 48). Women, for instance, had few legal protections during the early common law era, and their testimony sometimes needed to be accepted in court. But as time passed, judges came to value women's testimony, and the legislation gradually altered to permit women to testify in court.
The common law system has a lot of benefits, but there are some drawbacks as well. The common law system is frequently criticized for being unpredictable. Foreseeing a case's outcome with certainty is difficult because the law is precedent-based (Grace, 2019). Due to this, it may be challenging for people and corporations to plan their futures, and the legal system may become unstable and ambiguous. The common law system has also been criticized for its potential for slowness and expense. Legal concepts can take some time to emerge because the law is founded on judicial decisions, and disputes can be expensive and time-consuming to litigate.
The contrast between Civil Law and Common Law 
A legal system known as common law bases its interpretation and application of the law on judicial decisions and legal precedent. Many of England's former colonies, including the US, Canada, and Australia, adopted the common law system once it was formed there (Chouaibi, 2022, p 48). Under a common law system, judges have the authority to interpret and apply the law based on earlier court rulings and established legal traditions; This indicates that the law is a dynamic process that changes through time rather than static. The common law system is distinguished by its adaptability to shifting conditions and flexibility. 
Contrarily, civil law is a legal framework that is founded on a written legal code or statute. The civil law system, rooted in continental Europe, is based on a specific legal code. This system produces a more rigid and less flexible legal system than common law because judges are constrained by the requirements of the legal code and must consistently and strictly apply the law. Civil law's uniformity and predictability are its distinguishing features. In contrast, the common law system stands out due to the court's function. Judges play a vital role in interpreting and applying the law, and their decisions create precedents that will be followed in related instances in the future. The civil law system sees judges' influence and function as less important because they need the common law system's power to set legal precedents. Applying the law as stated in the legal code is the primary duty of judges in civil law.
How legal issues are settled distinguishes the common law and civil law systems. Legal disputes are determined by an adversarial procedure in the common law system, where each side presents its arguments and supporting evidence to a judge or jury (Grace, 2019). After considering the evidence given and the applicable legal principles, the judge or jury subsequently renders a judgment. In the civil law system, legal issues are settled by a judge conducting their independent investigation and gathering evidence. The judge then decides on the evidence offered and the pertinent legal precepts. 
The common law and civil law systems also have different legal education and training requirements. In common law jurisdictions, attorneys often complete a legal degree and practical training, such as apprenticeships or clerkships. In civil law jurisdictions, lawyers typically pursue a more academic course of study, concentrating on legal theory and analysis. 
The common law and civil law systems diverge significantly in how they approach the law and how the judiciary is positioned. The civil law system is based on a written legal code or statute. In contrast, the common law system depends on judicial decisions and legal precedents to interpret and implement the law (Chouaibi, 2022, p 48). Judges play a varied role in the two systems, with the common law system giving them more sway and the civil law system giving them a more constrained position. Several procedures are used to resolve legal issues; the common law system uses an adversarial method, while the civil law system uses an inquisitorial process. Finally, the two systems have different approaches to legal education and training. Anyone traversing various nations' and regions' legal procedures must know the distinctions between common law and civil law systems.
Examples of Working Common Law 
The common law system is a dynamic and adaptable legal framework that bases how the law is interpreted and applied to judicial decisions and legal precedents. As a result, there are many instances of the common law in action in various legal fields. 
The formation of tort law is one area where common law has had a considerable influence. The common law has significantly influenced the development of tort law, a branch of the law that deals with civil wrongs or injuries (Baker, 2020, p 36). The genesis of the tort of carelessness illustrates how common law is applied in tort law. This tort evolved through a succession of court rulings in the 19th and 20th centuries, which enabled people to seek compensation for harm brought on by another person's thoughtless or negligent actions.
The evolution of contract law is another area where common law has been crucial. The common law played a significant role in forming the rules that underpin contractual interactions since it deals with agreements between individuals or entities. The idea of the privity of contract is one illustration of how common law is used in practice in contract law. Several court rulings in the 19th century helped to develop the notion that only parties to a contract can enforce its terms. The theory continues to be a cornerstone of contract law in common law jurisdictions after being improved and built upon via later judicial rulings.
The evolution of criminal law is a third area where common law has had a considerable influence. The common law has been essential in forming the rules that regulate criminal responsibility since criminal law is a branch of law that deals with crimes against society. The evolution of the men's rea criterion is one instance of how common law is applied in criminal law. Men's rea is the legal term describing the mental condition necessary for someone to be adjudged guilty of a crime. In the 18th and 19th centuries, several court rulings helped define the idea of men's rea, and subsequent legislation has furthered and broadened it. 
Both the common law and civil law systems have advantages and disadvantages despite their distinctions. The civil law system offers stability and predictability, which makes it simpler for people to comprehend and abide by the law (Baker, 2020, p 30). Also, it enables a more simplified and effective legal procedure, lightening the load on the courts. The flexibility and suppleness of the common law system, however, enable a more subtle and situation-specific application of the law. This strategy may produce more egalitarian results and allow the legislation to change to reflect shifting social and cultural values (Smith, 2020,p 178). The common law's dependence on judicial rulings and precedent, meanwhile, can sometimes result in inconsistent and unpredictable legal consequences. It's essential to comprehend the characteristics and advantages of each system in order to create legal solutions that work in many jurisdictions.
Conclusion
In conclusion, common law principles—evolved over centuries through judicial decisions and precedent—are the foundation of the English legal system. Because of its adaptability and flexibility, the common law system enables gradual modifications to the law in response to shifting social and cultural standards and technological and scientific improvements. The common law system has significant shortcomings, such as its unpredictability and expense, but its benefits greatly outweigh these. The English Law System's adherence to common law principles has significantly influenced the development of the nation's judicial and political structures and social and cultural standards. Anyone wishing to comprehend the importance of common law ideas and how they relate to the English legal system's function in society must do so.
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