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HPHE5006                  Landscape archaeology and landscape: Hafod
Alexander Savage



Introduction: 
The Hafod Estate is 12.8 miles southeast of the town of Aberystwyth and is one of the finest illustrations of a picturesque landscape in Europe with grid reference SN6676. This site was visited on 30/01/19. The forecast was snow although it stayed cold, it rained then snowed heavily. There was quite a long walk to the site “The Gentlemen’s Walk” it was around 1 mile before the walk actually starts but eventually you will get to what is called the Alpine bridge and that’s where the walk actually starts and goes on for about 4 miles. Below is a map outlining the Gentlemen’s walk in black with other points of interest also located in different areas. 


[image: Image result for hafod gentleman's walk map]


Method: 
The locality of the site was reached by foot. An inspection was carried out visually for the investigation, a holistic avenue was used, to take into account everything that can be visually seen. Walking down to the beginning of the Gentlemen’s walk Information was collected for recording. Also, photos were taken of the area and the landscape that around it. Also, written notes were jotted down about the beautiful nature of the place, sounds, and smells of the area that surrounded us.  



Findings:
Site 1: The main data includes a variety of different species of trees, a biodiversity wildlife. Certain trees very distinctive from others, in the surrounding areas. Also, just before you start the walk just before you walk the bridge there is an arrow that points to another foot path. This leads you to a small footpath that then eventually takes you to an old stone wall and a very ornate gate and as you go through the gate there is an old building hidden away from view. There are signs of people congregating at this area you can see signs of littering and graffiti.
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Discussion: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It was somewhat difficult to interpret the surrounding because of heavy snowfall, to Carry out a visual observation, but what was seen was the beautiful pituresq landscapes, the sounds of different birds chirping in the trees, the smell of greenery all around a different quality of air unlike in the cities. You can see why such people would have such artistic flare living, and surrounded by such natural scenery and beauty. This is the only way to get a glimpse of understanding the way Thomas Jhones and the people, felt while doing their work and living their daily lives. To understand how the surrounding area would have been viewed in the times of Thomas Jhones you only have to look, smell and hear the sounds of a virtual world made up of one’s own mind. According to Scott and Nicholls (2002) in regards to VRT or virtual worlds if a person for example is performing an operation on a patient using VRT then is he or she is not actually in contact with reality itself. So therefore, the patient is a construct of the surgeons own virtual reality leaving nothing to the human thought process. There might not be differences between the virtual and actual human thought process because everything whether virtual or not has to be a construct of thought through site smell touch taste and most important memory. So, you could argue that even Thomas Jhones accounts of Hafod where a construct of his own virtual reality created and written down in words to capture the imagination of those reading his work. 
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