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Froissart’s Chronicles
______________________________________________________________________ 

Jean Froissart (c.1388-c.1410) was a French poet and historian. He travelled widely, serving at the English and European courts. He was in the privileged position to observe events first-hand and question influential courtiers, and is credited as the first author to include dialogue in his work. His four-volume prose narrative covering the early years of the Hundred Years’ War (c.1326-c.1400) is regarded as one of the most influential contemporary accounts of 14th century chivalric and courtly ideals.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Oxford Bibliographies, Jean Froissart, K.M. Figg (2014). [online]. Available at   http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/document/obo-9780195396584/obo-9780195396584-0156.xml
] 


I used Google and the websites suggested on moodle.
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Froissart, J. Chroniques, ISTC No. if00323000, Imprint: Paris: Antoine Vérard [1499-1503], Imprint: [after 1500?]. [online]. Available at https://data.cerl.org/istc/if00323000 (Accessed 11 August 2018).

The earliest manuscript I found. The notes read: ‘In four parts. Parts II-IV may have been printed in 1499; Part I cannot be earlier than 1503 (Goff Suppl.). GW dates after 1500?’ A list provides libraries worldwide where the incunabula or their copies are held. Copies can be ordered online for a fee or the library can be visited.


Froissart, J. Here begynneth the thirde and fourthe boke of sir Iohn̄ Froissart of the cronycles of Englande, Fraunce, Spaygne, Portyngale, Scotlande, Bretayne, Flaunders, and other places adioynyng, translated out of Frenche in to englysshe by Iohan Bourchier knyght lorde Berners, deputie generall of ye kynges towne of Calais and marchesse of the same, at the co[m]maundement of our most highe redouted souerayne lorde kyng Henry the eyght, kynge of Englande and of Fraüce [sic] [and] highe defender of the Christen faithe. [et]c, Froissard, Jean (1338?-1410?), Berners, John Bourchier, Lord (1466 or 7-1533). (Imprinted at London: In Fletestrete by Rycharde Pynson, printer to the kynges moost noble grace, And ended the last day of August: the yere of our lorde god. M.D.xxv, 1525). (Published: Ann Arbor, MI; Oxford (UK): Text Creation Partnership, 2005-12 (EEBO-TCP Phase 1). [online]. Available at http://name.umdl.umich.edu/A71319.0001.001 (Accessed 4 July 2018)

An electronic edition of books 3-4 from the Text Creation Partnership. The whole text or individual chapters can be viewed. The old-style spelling has been kept and the narrative is not in a normal paragraph format. Oblique stroke break words or sentences, which may make it a bit difficult to understand the flow of the text. This modern version of the original 1525 edition would suit the advanced scholar and academic.


AN Epitome of Frossard: OR, A Summarie Collection of the most memorable Histories contained in his Chronicle, chiefly concerning the State of England and France. Wherin the famous Warres and Conquests of king Edward the third, with the honorable atchieue∣ments of the Blacke Prince, and other his sonnes, both in Fraunce, Spaine, and Portugall, are compendiously described. Entermixed with other historicall occurrents of those times, very worthy, and profitable to be had in remembrance. Compiled in Latine by Iohn Sleydane and translated into English by P. Golding. Froissart, Jean (1338?-1410?), Sleidanus, Johannes (1506-1556), Golding, Arthur (1536-1606), Golding, Per, attributed name. (Imprinted in London by Tho: Purfoot, for Per: Golding, 1608). Cum Priuilegio. (Published: Ann Arbor, MI; Oxford (UK): Text Creation Partnership, 2009-03 (EEBO-TCP Phase 1).  [online]. Available at https://quod.lib.umich.edu/e/eebo/A68075.0001.001?view=toc (Accessed 24 July 2018)

A 1608 abridged edition digitised by the Text Creation Partnership. The whole text or individual chapters can be viewed. The old-style spelling has been kept and the narrative is in a normal paragraph format which allows for easier reading.
Johnes, T. Sir John Froissart's Chronicles of England, France, Spain and the Adjoining Countries from the latter part of the reign of Edward II to the coronation of Henry IV, Volumes 1-12 3rd Ed. 1808, 2nd Ed. 1805-1806 (London: Longman, Hurst, Rees and Orme; J. White, 1808). [online]. Available at http://www.medievalist.globalfolio.net/eng/f/index.php (Accessed 4 July 2018)

An online edition from the Medievalist. The 12 volumes can be downloaded for €5.90 or €0.90 per volume. This site claims to have ‘the most comprehensive edition…in English until now’. There is a short biography of Froissart, and a very detailed bibliography of other editions. This site charges while other sites provide their editions free of charge.


Froissart, J. Chronicles of England, France, Spain and the Adjoining Countries, From the Latter Part of the Reign of Edward II, to the Coronation of Henry IV. Translated from the French Editions. With Variations and Additions from Many Celebrated MSS by Thomas Johnes, esq. To which are Prefixed a Life of the Author, an Essay on his Works, and a Criticism on his History, Translator T. Johnes (London: Henry G. Bohn, 1874). [online]. Available at https://biblio.co.uk/book/chronicles-england-france-spain-adjoining-countries/d/906156394?aid=frg&utm_source=google&utm_medium=product&utm_campaign=feed-details&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIvq39i7mF3AIVbbHtCh1FYwq8EAQYASABEgIA8PD_BwE (Accessed 4 July 2018)

A 1874 two-volume edition bound in Morocco leather on sale for £450.00 from an online retailer who market themselves as rare book specialists. An inside preview is not available, but the description says that the text is in English. This edition would have great value to a collector of rare books.


Froissart, J. The chronicles of Sir John Froissart condensed for young readers, edited by D. Appleton (New York: D. Appleton and Company, 1900). [online]. Available at 
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=loc.ark:/13960/t61558p4k;view=1up;seq=8  (Accessed 24 July 2018)

A teaching edition intended for young American boys at the end of the 19th century (p.7). There is some French dialogue with the English explanation underneath. The context of the period is explained (with a good dose of imagination of a perfect chivalric medieval world). There is a chronological timeline of events and a genealogy table. This edition would suit the person who does not know history and needs a condensed explanatory read. The original book has been digitised by the HathiTrust.


Berners, J. B. and Macaulay, G.C. The Chronicles of Froissart, 1st Ed. 1895, repr. 1899, 1904 (London: Macmillan, 1904). [online]. Available at https://archive.org/details/chroniclesoffroi00froiuoft (Accessed 4 July 2018)

Part of the Surtees Society, the Internet Archive is a digital library archiving everything from web pages to software programmes and is easy to navigate. The collections of digitised old books is extensive. This edition is in modern English and to save space each page has two columns of script. The provenance of the original work and information on the digitisation is very detailed.


Froissart, J. The Chronicles of Froissart, translated by Lord Berners, edited by G. C. Macaulay. Vol. XXXV, Part 1. The Harvard Classics (New York: P.F. Collier & Son, 1909–14) Edited by C.W. Eliot. (Published by Bartleby.com 20 April 2001). [online]. Available at www.bartleby.com/35/1/. (Accessed 4 July 2018)

A modern English version from the Harvard Classics on Bartleby.com and is very easy to read. The introduction gives a detailed narrative of Froissart. At the end of each page there are footnotes offering brief explanations. The advertisements on the page are a distraction, but the layout of the chapters are very clear and easy to navigate.

Froissart, J. The Chronicles of Froissart, Translated by John Bourchier, Lord Berners, (creation of machine-readable version: Judy Boss. Conversion to TEI-conformant markup: University of Virginia Library Electronic Text Center, 1994). Printed version Froissart. J,  The Chronicles of Froissart, Translated by John Bourchier, Lord Berners, edited by G.C. Macaulay, Harvard Classics (New York: Collier & Son, 1910). [Note: Chronicle and Romance, vol. 35: this electronic text contains Froissart's Chronicles only and not the other works in this print volume]. [online]. Available at https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/basis/froissart-full.asp (Accessed 24 July 2018).

An online abridged version taken from the 1910 edition from Fordham University. Within the text are editor’s notes in parenthesis to give clarification on specific points. The provenance of the online edition and printed edition is very detailed and clear.


Froissart, J. The Chronicles of Froissart, translated by J. Bourchier. [online]. Available at http://www.searchengine.org.uk/ebooks/37/68.pdf (Accessed 4 July 2018)

This modern English edition popped up as a pdf. The domain site is called ‘searchengine.org.uk’ and has digitised books on multiple subjects. The opening lines are the same as other editions, but there is no provenance or date, so I would rather choose a credited edition.


Ainsworth, P. and Croenen, G. (eds), The Online Froissart, Version 1.5 (Sheffield: HRIOnline, 2013). [online]. Available at http://hrionline.ac.uk/onlinefroissart (Accessed 4 July 2018)

The Online Froissart is a collaborative work from various institutions and academics that covers complete or partial transcriptions of Books I – IV. This is the most detailed edition listed. The texts are in modern English and in French. The original pages can be seen alongside the text. By clicking on a name or place in blue, a popup gives further detailed information and links. There is a ‘quick start’ help page for new users and advanced tools to access word comparisons, chapter summaries and different viewing modes. Very detailed about how the material was selected including an onomastic section allowing for cross-referencing and explaining historical or geographical information. A very useful website.

WorldCat lists 5258 repositories worldwide who hold editions of Froissart’s Chronicles. According to their statistics 234 editions have been published between 1499 and 2013.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  WorldCat Identities, Froissart Jean 1338?-1410? (2010). [online]. Available at http://worldcat.org/identities/lccn-n50023448/] 


This Bibliography is a snap preview of editions found on the internet.
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Oxford Bibliographies, Jean Froissart, K.M. Figg (2014). [online]. Available at   http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/document/obo-9780195396584/obo-9780195396584-0156.xml (Accessed 23 July 2018)

WorldCat Identities, Froissart Jean 1338?-1410? (2010). [online]. Available at
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