Monastic Wales – Tintern Abbey.

To what order did your chosen monastery? belong, and what do you understand by ‘order’? 
Tintern Abbey was the Cistercian order, 'order' being a religious community who swear to live by certain religious rules. 
Who founded it? Are there any indications of why it was founded? What is the significance of its location? 

It was founded by Walter fitz Richard (Clare), who was lord of Chepstow, he had already founded an English Cistercian house, Tintern was the first in Wales. Its founder was the cousin of William Giffard, who introduced the Cistercians to England. It is situated on the border of Wales and England, so not too deep into the country. 

What recorded events in are listed its history, and what is their significance?

They founded daughter-houses in 1139 and 1200 which shows continued development of Cistercian houses, and they had a few important visits, by Edward II in 1326, and William of Worchester in 1478.
Their financial history demonstrates their development as an Abbey themselves, in successes and in failures, as well as their interaction with the secular world. They have a considerable amount of wealth in c1291 with £145 in land, sheep, and possessions, however by 1340 they are in debt to others, owing £174 in loans. This could have been to pay for building costs, showing continued development. They managed to recover financially by c1535, with a wealth of £192. They were fined £112 in 1282 for illicit behaviour, which can attest to their interactions with the outside world, as does their dispute in 1169-88 with fellow Cistercians in Waverly, followed by a breach of rules in c1188 show how the Cistercians of Tintern behaved.

Their history of patronage and burials display the important of the Abbey to the Marshal family. From 1189 to 1245, they were the abbey’s patrons and it used as a burial site by them four times. In 1245, the patronage went to a new family, the Bigod’s, after the heirs of the Marshal family died, and they were related by marriage to the Bigod family. The relationship with the living Marshals ended with the burial of Matilda Marshal, the marital link to the Bigods in 1248. The Bigods continued their patronage and are shown to be generous.  

(The link for the Canterbury Cathedral Website archive record does not work btw?)
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