Introducing Archaeology: Upper Palaeolithic and Art
Date
Culture



Geological Division

35-20 kyr

Early Upper Palaeolithic 
Upper Pleistocene


20-10 kyr

Late Upper Palaeolithic

Upper Pleistocene

The earliest date of the EUP for Britain is 38, 000 BP

 e.g. Kent’s Cavern,  38,270 =1470/-1240 BP from leaf point stone tools. 

Humans: Homo sapiens
Kent’s Cavern, Torquay a human jaw dated to 31,000 kyrs. 

Robin Hood’s Cave, Creswell, scattered human fragments

Gough’s Cave, Cheddar Gorge, complete skeleton 9000 years old
Burial
Paviland Cave, Gower Peninsular in South The ’Red Lady’ a male, aged about 25 yrs and dating to around 26,350 ± 550 BP.  Perforated shell, ochre stained body. 49 Aurignacian tools dated 29,600 BP

Evidence for Palaeolithic Art (see recommended reading for fuller list)
Mainly from the Franco Cantabrian region (meaning France and Spain) e.g. Lascuax, in France and Altamira, in Spain

27,000 for Cosquer and 32,000 for Chauvet, French cave sites 

Creswell Crags, Church Hole Cave. Wall painting of ‘Ibex’ and two birds (possibly a crane/swan and a bird of prey)

Portable Art

Engraved horse head from Robin Hood’s Cave, Creswell Crags

Decorated horse jaw teeth Kendrick’s Cave, Great Orme, Llandudno dated to 10,000 ±  200 BP 

Cheddar Gorge. Gough’s Cave decorated bone rib, and batons dated, 9,100 (similar date as skeleton).

Vogelherd Cave, Germany Ivory horse from the Aurignacién 
Sungir: with the ochre stained drilled ‘pendant’ and carved ivory ‘disks’ as burial goods
Venus of Dolni Vestonice, Czechia, burnt clay
Venus of Willendorf, Austria, chalk.
Venus of Lespugue, France, mammoth ivory

Other Sites notable sites
German burials, Magdalenahöhle, 25,540 BP.

 75 000 year old engraved ochre plaques and pierced shells from Blombos cave, South Africa
