A Ruin built on purpose: Wales, Tourism, and the Picturesque

The country looks like the fag end of creation, the very rubbish of Noah’s flood …

(A Trip to North Wales 1738)

In passing through Montgomeryshire, we were so tired with rocks and mountains, that we wish’d heartily we had kept close to the sea shore, but it not much mended the matter if we had, as I understood afterwards … (Daniel Defoe A Tour Through England and Wales 1724)

The sylvan scenes is only once interrupted by a lofty, naked and projecting rock, on which stand the romantic ruins of Cilgarran Castle, and which by its singular contrast to the rest of the view gives a finishing to a delicious landscape. 

… This place would afford a charming retreat for a painter delighting in romantic nature, as its environs abounds with scenes in every way picturesque. Woody hills, naked mountains, rocky rivers … ruined castles catch the eye on every side …

… how shall I express my feelings! The dark, tremendous precipices, the rapid river roaring over the disjointed rocks, black caverns and issuing cataracts --- all serve to make this the noblest specimen of the finely horrid the eye can possibly behold.

(H. P Wyndham A Gentleman’s Tour Through Monmouthshire and Wales 1774)

We travel for various purposes; to explore the culture of soils; to view the curiosities of art; to survey the beauties of nature; to search for her production; to learn the manners of men; their different politics and manners of life …

… by the rules of  Picturesque beauty: that of not merely describing but of adapting the description of natural scenery to the principles of artificial landscape …

(William Gilpin Observations on the River Wye 1782)

Here then are all the ingredients of a sublime and beautiful landscape … And yet the picture is but an indifferent one. The case is the composition is incorrect … The best expedient is to preserve truth in a view from the Ferry, and yet to add as much composition as the natural arrangement of the materials will allow.

(Gilpin Observations … on South Wales 1769)

Out of the road about a hundred yards from the bridge, such a scene was presented to me, that had I possessed the pencil of a Claude, I could have painted one of the most exquisite landscapes the eye ever beheld.

(William Bingley A Tour Round North Wales 1798) 

In this varied country the mountains seen far off put on a pleasing appearance, but on a nearer view they inspire terrific ideas. The species of grandeur which accompanies the idea of immensity at a distance, charms the sight. (Rev. J. Evans Tour Through Part of North Wales 1798)

The shores of the pool are extremely diversified and from every point of view present an agreeable prospect; it must be however confessed that if the woods were in general deepened and some of the rocks brought nearer the water the improvement would be very great. (Arthur Aiken Journal of a Tour Through North Wales 1797) 

