 Thirteen out of the twenty-seven books included in the New Testament are attributed to Paul (Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Philemon, Galatians, Philippians, 1 Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians, Ephesians, Colossians, 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy and Titus) these books are known today as the Pauline Epistles. This essay conducts a textual analysis of passages from the letters of Paul. The first passage that this essay considers is Romans 5:12-21, the second Galatians 3:1-9, and the third Philippians 2:1-11. The version of the text used for this essay is the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition (NRSVUE), which is accessible online through Bible Gateway.[footnoteRef:1] 	 [1:  ‘BibleGateway.Com: A Searchable Online Bible in over 150 Versions and 50 Languages.’ <https://www.biblegateway.com/> [accessed 18 April 2023].] 

Nelson states “the Apostle Paul was one of the most influential leaders of the early Christian church. He played a crucial role in spreading the gospel to the Gentiles (non-Jews) during the first century, and his missionary journeys took him all throughout the Roman empire”.[footnoteRef:2] Paul composed a series of letters through out his lifetime but there is still much debate surrounding the authorship of some of the letters. Despite this ongoing debate, Schriener identifies that the Pauline letters have distinct features, one of them being the difference in genre. Schriener explains “Paul did not write Gospels, nor did he ever write a history of the early church like Acts, nor did he even write an apocalyptic work like Revelation. He wrote letters to specific communities and individuals. Interpreters must take in to account the difference in genre when they interpret the Pauline Letters. To interpret letters as we do narrative or apocalyptic literature would be to miss the genius of what is involved in the letters”.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  Ryan Nelson, ‘Who Was the Apostle Paul?’, OverviewBible, 2019 <https://overviewbible.com/apostle-paul/> [accessed 17 April 2023].]  [3:  Thomas R. Schreiner, Interpreting the Pauline Epistles (Baker Academic, 2011).] 

The sixth book of the New Testament is Paul’s letter to the Romans. Romans is declared to be “the longest and doctrinally most significant of St. Paul the Apostle’s writings”.[footnoteRef:4] In Romans 5, Paul teaches the significance of universal sin and salvation, juxtaposing Adam, and Christ. Paul’s ideas of original sin, law and redemption is shown all throughout this particular passage. Snyman suggests that “the pericope, Romans 5:12–21, forms an integral part of Paul’s rhetorical strategy, aimed at persuading his audience in Rome to share his views on the contrast between Adam and Christ: Adam’s sin brought death into the world, but faith in Christ brings eternal life”. [footnoteRef:5] It is evident that Paul needed to find a captivating way to encourage people to believe in his message, but at a time of controversy between the houses of Churches in Rome, this proved to be difficult. With Paul facing many questions about his credibility during this time, he uses Romans 5:12-21 to effectively encourage the audience that Jesus the Messiah was blessed with a gift from God – the ability to break the curse of death and offer mankind something beyond it. [4:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia, ‘Letter of Paul to the Romans’, 2020 <https://www.britannica.com/topic/Letter-of-Paul-to-the-Romans> [accessed 18 April 2023].]  [5:  Andries Snyman, ‘Persuasion in Romans 5:12-21’, Hervormde Teologiese Studies, 72.3 (2016), 1–6 <https://doi.org/10.4102/hts.v72i3.3076>.] 

In the NRSVUE, Romans 5:12-21 is titled ‘Adam and Christ’. Drummond clarifies that in this passage, “Paul reaches back to the beginnings of things, to Genesis and to Adam. In so doing, and with magnificent theological brush strokes, he re-writes the creation narrative, with Christ at the centre of what is to be said about God and the world”[footnoteRef:6]. Drummond’s analysis surrounding the creation narrative is present immediately at the beginning of this text where Paul declares that “just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned— “(Romans 5:12). Here, there is a clear reference to the Christian doctrine of inherited sin – the idea that all humans inherit sinful behaviour because of the original sin committed by Adam in the Garden of Eden. Rapinchuk notes that “it is commonplace to cite Rom 5:12-21 as the foundational text for this doctrine”.[footnoteRef:7] Adam is the archetypal ancestor, and his original sin holds repercussions for the entirety of mankind, one of them being death. This implies that at some point there was a primal state of grace which did not involve death. The only point in time where this primal state could have possibly existed is at the beginning of creation in the Garden of Eden which is more evidence to identify that the ‘man’ referenced in this sentence is none other than Adam and death was bestowed upon all as a result of his sin. Jesus’ sacrifice acts as a justification for Adam’s sin. Paul inserts Jesus as part of God’s plan from the very beginning, giving Jesus legitimacy in the eyes of people who grew up with these stories and whom their stories are the sacred texts.  [6:  Alistair Drummond, ‘Romans 5:12–21’, Interpretation, 57.1 (2003), 67–69 <https://doi.org/10.1177/002096430005700110>.]  [7:  Mark Rapinchuk, ‘UNIVERSAL SIN AND SALVATION IN ROMANS 5:12-2’, 1999.] 


The punishment of sin (death) is indiscriminatory. As Paul points out, “death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who did not sin in the likeness of Adam” (Romans 5:14). McCraw explains that “sin started with Adam, but it continued with all of us”, even if one may believe that they have not committed an act such as Adam’s, mankind is destined to sin in one way or another. [footnoteRef:8] Paul takes on board that a lack of understanding of our wrong doings could be justified because of the lack of law, he states “sin is not reckoned when there is no law” (Romans 5:13). Despite this, Paul identifies that death still passed to Moses who was perhaps the most renowned bringer of God’s law. For Paul, this is enough evidence to prove that everyone is naturally sinful because even when law was eventually established, sin continued. [8:  McCraw Matthew, ‘A Story of Comparisons (Romans 5:12-21) | First Baptist Church’, Https://Fbcbartow.Org/, 2022 <https://fbcbartow.org/sermons/a-story-of-comparisons-romans-512-21/> [accessed 20 April 2023].] 


Next, Paul contrasts Adam’s sin with the grace of God. Jesus’ grace leads to a selfless sacrifice. Jesus the son of God was sinless, yet still suffered at the hands of death in order to repent for our sins. Paul refers to this as ‘the free gift’. He writes “but the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many” (Romans 5:15). Bray conceptualises the parallel between Adam and Christ by acknowledging that “Adam's transgression brought death to many, but the grace of God and his free gift of the man Jesus Christ has had a much greater effect”.[footnoteRef:9]  Paul describes the gift as “not like the effect of the one man’s sin” because “the judgement following one trespass brought condemnation, but the gift following many trespasses brings justification” (Romans 5:16). Although we face the punishment of death since Adam’s sin which ultimately led to his exile from the Garden of Eden, Jesus’ salvation brough justification for all. Not only did Jesus sacrifice himself for Adam’s sins, but he also took on the task of sacrificing himself for every living soul and the innumerable future generations. [9:  Gerald Bray, ‘Adam and Christ (Romans 5: 12-21)’, 2017.] 


Romans 5:12-21 teaches that Jesus rebalanced the scales of justice. This passage is a clear example of Jesus’ love and grace. Paul pitches Adam and Jesus as two sides of an equation, persuading readers that the benefits that Jesus brings outnumber the condemnation that Adam brought.
This passage overall attempts to dive into the core of Christian theology in order to explain how Jesus’ sacrifice has direct benefit for everybody regardless of if you identify as a Jew or a Gentile. Paul carefully explains how Jesus links back to the OT stories of with which everybody would be familiar to explain that there is an opportunity to overcome death for everyone. 

The next passage that this essay will delve in to is Galatians 3:1-9. In Galatians, Paul is addressing the churches of Galatia (Galatians 1:2), particularly “Jewish Christians who were straying from the Lord by relying once again on the works of the law of Moses”. [footnoteRef:10]  Law is a central part of Pauline theology.  Galatians highlights the difference between the law of Moses and the faith in the gospel of Jesus Christ. [10:  The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, ‘Introduction to the Epistle of Paul to the Galatians’ <https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/eng/manual/new-testament-seminary-teacher-manual/introduction-to-the-epistle-of-paul-to-the-galatians> [accessed 4 May 2023].] 


Wakefield clarifies that “Paul’s theology of the law constitutes an essential part of his gospel, for we cannot grasp Pauline theology without explaining his understanding of the law and justification… grasping Paul’s theology in this area is essential for understanding his soteriology, the death of Jesus, Christian ethics, the relationship between Jews and Gentiles in the new community, and the continuity and discontinuity between the Testaments”.[footnoteRef:11]  It is widely believed that this letter is a response to a group of teachers or missionaries known as “Judaizers” or “Paul’s opponents” who were persuading the Galatians to believe that in order to be accepted in to the house of God, they must be circumcised. The book of Galatians aims to encourage the word of the gospel, reminding those that faith in Christ is all that is required for salvation as seen through Galatians 3:11.  [11:  Andrew Hollis Wakefield, Where to Live: The Hermeneutical Significance of Paul’s Citations from Scripture in Galatians 3:1-14 (BRILL, 2003).] 

Matera deems that “from the very outset of the letter, Paul affirms his apostleship and rebukes the Galatians for abandoning the one who called them”, he affirms that “it is clear that Paul is responding to a situation which threatens “the truth of the Gospel”.[footnoteRef:12] Paul begins Galatians 3 by accentuating how foolish the Galatians have been for continuing to focus on the law of Moses rather than the gospel of Christ. He starts the passage by asking the Galatians “who has bewitched you?” (Galatians 3:1). The use of the word ‘bewitched’ here is purposeful. Bewitched is defined by the Cambridge Dictionary as “to put a magic spell on someone or something in order to control him, her, or it”. [footnoteRef:13] Paul uses this to truly demonstrate to the Galatians that the law of Moses takes away from the real truth which is the Gospel by imposing control over them. This idea of a ‘curse’ is reiterated in Galatians 3:10 where Paul voices that “all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not observe and obey all the things written in the book of the law.” It is emphasised here that the key to salvation is faith rather than law.  [12:  Frank J. Matera, Galatians (Liturgical Press, 2007).]  [13:  Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary & Thesaurus, ‘Definition of Bewitch from the Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary & Thesaurus’, Bewitch (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press).] 


Paul quotes the scriptures in order to further exemplify God’s word and persuade the Galatians to turn away from the teachings of Paul’s opponents. This is very similar to the references of the Garden of Eden and the doctrine of original sin in Romans 5. Alongside these scriptures, Paul uses Abraham as an example of justified faith. He says, “just as Abraham “believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,” so, you see, those who believe are the descendants of Abraham” (Galatians 3:6-7). Through his faith in God, Abraham was rewarded. Paul uses the well-known parable of Abraham’s willingness to obey God to demonstrate how faith overcomes law and how those who have faith in God will be blessed (Galatians 3:8-9). Overall, Galatians 3 focuses on the relationship between faith, law, and salvation. Paul teaches that one does not need to follow the law in order to achieve salvation, instead the only way to truly achieve it is through faith in Jesus Christ. 
The next passage this essay will analyse is Philippians 2:1-11 which is titled ‘Imitating Christ’s Humility’. As Allen acknowledges “many scholars conclude that the present epistle to the Philippians is a compilation of two (or more) letters. Chapters 1 and 2 are from a second letter in which Paul reinforces the importance of the congregation living as a community of mutual support”.[footnoteRef:14] Coming together as one is a key theme in this passage. This theme is seen through Philippians 2:3 where Paul says, “make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind”. Here, through the repetition of ‘same’ we see that Paul is purposely ingraining the idea of a community into the mind of the Philippians. He once again repeats his ideology in the following sentence of the passage – “do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves” (Philippians 2:3). There is a clear focus on ensuring that everything that is done is done out of selflessness. Becoming aware of your actions and striving to help others should be a main priority this will allow you the be in the same mind that was in Jesus Christ (Philippians 2:5). [14:  Ronald J. Allen, ‘Philippians 2:1–11’, 61.1 (2007) <https://doi.org/10.1177/002096430006100110>.] 

Having a mindset like Christ is the highest gift. Christ, “though he existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped” (Philippians 2:6). Paul is setting out examples of the most righteous ways to behave. Like Christ, Paul is insisting that we must not attempt to compete with our peers, even if we hold the same status as them. We should not act righteously in hopes that it will be commended, but instead we should act upon our faith in Christ. Christ “emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness” (Philippians 2:7) despite the status and power he held. He followed the word of God and sacrificed himself, even at the “point of death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:8). This phrase from Paul highlights just how selfless Jesus was. It is very similar to Paul’s use of Abraham in Galatians 3. Both parables signify a sacrifice and follow up with a reward. Abrham’s sacrifice was praised by God and so was Christs’ – “God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above every other name” (Philippians 2:9).
The passage ends with one final impactful statement which perfectly concludes Paul’s overall message. Paul finishes with “and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:11). In all three passages discussed in this essay, one thing is extremely apparent – Jesus Christ is not only our saviour, but he is also our only chance of achieving the gift of salvation. No law or opponent is strong enough to overcome Jesus Christ. Without faith, law becomes invalid. 
It makes no sense to believe in law without believing in the son of God. There is no question about Paul’s prominence in the Bible. Paul’s use of persuasion and rhetoric through the epistles can often make his message quite cryptic at times, but there is no doubt that Paul changed Christianity as a whole. As Jenks summarises “ultimately, Paul promises that, like Jesus, we will be resurrected from the dead to spend eternity with him in glory (Col 3:3–4). Paul would evaluate the significance of his life and encounter death from the perspective of identification with and imitation of Christ in his life and death”.[footnoteRef:15] Paul’s “entire teaching consists of a theology of evangelisation and conversion, constructed by a man whose life-history was divided, by his violent conversion into two sharply contrasted parts”.[footnoteRef:16] Through his own critical thinking and personal experience, Paul effectively attempts to combine divided communities in to one belief, the belief in Jesus Christ.  [15:  R. Gregory Jenks, ‘11. Conclusion’, in 11. Conclusion: Paul and His Mortality (Penn State University Press, 2015), pp. 228–32 <https://doi.org/10.1515/9781575068343-014>.]  [16:  Johannes Weiss, ‘The Significance of Paul for Modern Christians’, The American Journal of Theology, 17.3 (1913), 352–67.] 






