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The Importance of Respecting the Voice of the Child when living with Additional Learning Needs and ensure Effective Communication is carried out.Aim- The aim of this paper is to provide practitioners with information and strategies when dealing with a young child with additional leaning needs before adult support is put in place. This paper will also direct practitioners to the UNCRC and make direct points to important sources. As stated by UNCRC (2011) in 2011 it became law that children and young people would be protected until they reach the age of 18 under the 43 articles. “The convention covers all aspects of a child’s life an set out the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights that all children everywhere are entitled to.” (Unicef, No Date). 



Article 23- “Children who have any kind of disability should have special care and support so that they can lead full and independent lives”. (Welsh Government, 2011).
Foundation Phase Framework- Within the Foundation Phase Framework practitioners will undertake many baseline and early years assessments within the first 6 weeks of a children starting at the setting, with children with additional learning needs this will help the setting and practitioners get a feel of where the child is and how the child is developing while in their care, this being done the child would then receive the support needed. According to GL assessment (no date) “ The Wellcomm is a toolkit that enables you to quickly ad easily identify children needing speech and language support. This can make a crucial difference to their confidence and attainment.” From these toolkits individual play plans can be put into place and effectively followed and the correct and efficient outside agencies can be put into place within the early period of the child starting.
Stated by Uncief (no date) “States Parties recognize the right of the disabled child to special care and shall encourage and ensure the extension, subject to available resources, to the eligible child and those responsible for his or her care, of assistance for which application is made and which is appropriate to the child’s condition and to the circumstances of the parents or others caring for the child.”
Article 3- As stated by The Children Commissioner for Wales (2019) under Article 3 it says that “everyone and every service involved should work in partnership and with the child to always do what is best for that individual.”
Working in partnership with parents- Effective professional relationships and communication with the families allows the setting to find out crucial information they may need to know about the child which may not have been shared with them, gives them a picture into the families background which may be having an effect on the child, this way the practitioner is able to support the child effectively. (Pacey, no date). claims that “building good relationships with parents is key to good practice.”
Foundation Phase Framework- It aims to give children and young people a flying start in life and the best possible foundation for their future growth and development. (Foundation Phase Framework 2015.) “This framework tries to give children the confidence to be creative, imaginative and make their learning more enjoyable and efficient for them.”
Children Act 1989- The Children Act 1989 provide Main Principles, for instance According to SaferChildrenYork (no date) it points out that parents who might be struggling with their child should be respected and receive help in order to care for their needs and especially be supported by services to meet their child’s specific needs. An equally important aspect is to ensure the child is kept safe and free from harm throughout this process.





[bookmark: _Hlk23317417]Conclusion- In conclusion as it is proven that the individuals voice is central to all the above articles to ensure their rights are being respected, as saying this practitioner need to ensure they are abiding by these articles within everyday practice within their settings. It is also proven in the chosen articles that children should be allowed to make their choices and be given opportunities to experience wide range of activities and have first-hand experiences. It has been said that parents who may be struggling should be supported correctly and have the help they require to bring up their children to the best of their ability.



Article 31- “All children have a right to relax and play, and to join in a wide range of activities”. (Welsh Government, 2011). 
Children should be introduced to a wide range of play opportunities and activities where they can problem solve and explore to develop the holistic development and allow them to become independent thinkers. As said within the Foundation Phase Framework children should be encouraged to develop their personal, social, mathematical and physical development. (Welsh Government, 2015.) believe that “Children learn through first-hand experiential activities with the serious business of ‘play’ providing the vehicle. Through their play, children practise and consolidate their learning.”
Curiosity Approach- It is said that children should learn through first hand experiences and be made aware about the world around them by being introduced to real life equipment and loose parts. Hellyn and Bennett (2017) believe in bringing curiosity, awe and wonder into childcare settings and creating the thinkers and doers of the future. Practitioners should provide a calm and stimulating setting that the children can feel relaxed as well as playing which is supporting this article and ensuring full inclusion.
Practitioners need to ensure activities can be planned for all individuals and those with specific learning needs, activities would need to be adapted to the child’s specific need. This will make the child feel valued and fully included within their setting. Effective relationships between key workers / practitioners are crucial so the team of practitioner working around this child is aware of everything. 
As stated from Welsh Government (2009) “Physical development focuses on increasing the skill and performance of the body. Physical and cognitive developments are closely linked, especially during the early years.”



Article  12-  The Welsh Assembly Government (2011) believe that article 12 stresses the importance that “Children have the right to say what they think should happen, when adults are making decisions that affect them, and to have their opinions taken into account.”
Foundation Phase Framework- The Foundation Phase respects the child as an individual by allowing them to share their ideas and opinions and have their own voice which supports this article. The framework works in a way that activities are planned around the children’s ideas and interests, which allow them to take part in activities that encourage them to share their values and beliefs. By the framework allowing this it is making the children feel equal and included within their setting. Welsh Government (2015).
[bookmark: _GoBack]CIW updated framework state that settings must support and respect children’s rights which is abiding by the main point in this article. Practitioners need to ensure they are supporting the child for them to achieve at their best interests and make sure they are involving them in the process of decision making which will affect the child. Ofted (2019)
Voice of the Child- Children should be given the opportunities to express their feeling and have their opinions considered when it is affecting them. However this is according to the age and maturity of the child, as pointed out by Unicef (no date) “States Parties shall assure the child who is capable of forming his or her own views the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child, the views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child.”
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