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A Critical Comparison of Two JSTOR Papers
Ana Reis 1806738


This essay critically compares two papers about academic research methodology. Both text chosen present different approaches, trying to investigate themes such as dogma, belief and religion. The first paper, ‘Inconsistency of belief among roman catholic girls’ was published in 1978 and written by T. L. Brinck, a social scientist and author of several books. The second one, ‘A very private belief: Reincarnation in contemporary england’, was a research developed and condensed by two professors also interested in similar subjects, T. Walter and H. Waterhouse, and published a little later, in 1999.

Before heading straight to the analysis of both methods used, it’s relevant to punctuate that measuring belief is, at some extend, something really hard to uncover. It’s complicated to gauge one’s relationship with faith, religion and the cosmos itself. Christopher Chapple, exploring Thomas Berry’s universe as story, writes: ‘Cosmology orients us. It provides us a place within the universe, a home where our story can be told in such a way that it makes sense to ourselves and the people with whom we live.’[footnoteRef:1] And, for that it’s possible to perceive that researching subjects such as the one’s belief complexities, takes more than collecting dada, but going deeper and deeper in one’s life narrative. [1:  ] 


As said before, both texts seem to try by different approaches to investigate the characteristics of one’s belief. In the first research presented by Brinck, the target group is limited by teenage girls. Adolescents and the acceptance of determined beliefs seem to be a match not worth making. At least not to investigate the consistency of one’s faith. Is this kind of group really mature enough to respond to questions without fear of authority or the necessity of challenging it? The author’s choice about the setting for the quantitative research is also worth to be questioned. Although the analysis seems to be looking for connections between Catholicism and the tendency to accommodate the concept of reincarnation and astrology, and, for that has taken place in a Catholic school, the environment seems also inappropriate to collect trustworthy data. The scenario where teenagers respond to questionnaires in front of authority figures can suggest the same doubts concerning the valuation of data. Could they not be intimidated?

“The subject were 227 juniors and seniors at a catholic girls high school. Most of the subjects came from working class families of polish or Italian extraction living on Chicago’s northwest side. The data were collected in June 1976, by administering questionnaires during class time.”
The second text, on the other hand, presents not only a quantitative, but a qualitative research with decisions not so paradoxically made. Walter and Waterhouse combined methods and so came to defining the qualitative target group by analyzing a previous quantitative data research. That allowed the project to start from a different starting point, since their aim was not only ordering numbers, but observing the acceptance and influence of the idea of reincarnation among their daily routine.   

The paper also questions the nature of belief verifying pre concepts kept not only by Catholics, but English citizens in general. That approach allows the results to be more consistent, since multi-cultural information or religious ideas can transform the concept of what is vernacularly used as religious practice. Although people with eastern religious background were discarded from the target group, the circulation of ideas can no longer be something negligible. Specially in England with the huge extend of New Age movement in the last century. These informations were also took into account.   

“Starting with survey data, the kind of ‘x percent of the population believe in reincarnation,” we set out to document how those who entertain the idea of reincarnation actually think and talk. Our interviews confirm that is both possible to go to church and to believe in reincarnation, and that those who entertain the idea of reincarnation need not to accept large chunks of new age or alternative package.”  

[bookmark: _GoBack]So, comparing the two papers chosen, it seems that the first one tries to observe excluding believes. Although the data cannot be conclusive, it seems the author itself is well aware of the limitation it carries and is not trying to evoke no more than an exhibition of a short experiment’s results. ‘One purpose of belief’, says he, ‘is to protect the ego by reinterpreting situations with which the ego cannot cope.’ By that, he gives the impression there were a clear lack of precision choosing the question handled for the group and presented through the text. His text is not directed to find the nature of belief, but to analyze some ideas running among teenagers. Walter and Waterhouse, later on, do not question the consistency of religious belief, but try to present some explored and commonly accepted ideas which live together among dogma. In that sense it is possible to point to a result which tries to prove non excluding religious ideas, instead of proving possible to carry contrasting beliefs. To reinforce that, the text affirms: ‘Reincarnation may prove protypical of a kind of religious belief that requires no church, sect or cult for its sustenance. (…) It is perhaps the folk religion of the media age,…”

In W.&W.’s journal, the results given carry the impression of a better-organized data collection and suggests a thoughtful experience by the authors. It is not clear whether their point of view was from an insider’s perspective, although both seem to live in England and have a similar background.    
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