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Where youth work happens – Assesment component 1
[bookmark: _GoBack]Throughout this essay I hope to be able to be able to compare and contrast two youth work contexts and explore how these contexts reflect the principle and purposes of youth work. I then hope to reflect on my own strengths and limitations when it comes to these contexts. I am going to be focusing on a school-based youth worker and a youth worker on the streets. I believe both of these type of youth workers are essential for young people as they should all have the same opportunities whether it through school or outside of school. 
Youth work can take place in many different settings, for example youth clubs, uninformed and voluntary youth organisations, youth counselling units, a range of outreach and detached projects. I believe youth work can take place anywhere were there is a young person.  I hope to go through a few settings and the purpose of them. To start off with I am going to be having a look at school-based youth work. 

Since early day youth work has had a strong link with the school. The relationship between a youth worker and young person is based on a good relationship. By having a school-based youth worker it gives the young people someone to talk to. The relationship between a youth worker and young person is relationship focused, where school is curriculum driven. 
A youth worker has a key role in helping a young persons personal and social development. Looking into this it states that it makes a massive difference in a young person’s formal education.  Researching into this shows that a good youth worker is able to help improve a young person’s attendance and behaviour, promote achievement and improve home and community links.  The youth service helps young people learn about themselves, other and the society that they are in. The youth service allows them to do this through non- formal educational activities.  In my opinion I believe only certain individual are able to be youth workers as they need to care about young people and want to make a difference in a young persons life. The youth service is based on clear values and is underpinned by the voluntary nature of the relationship between both the young person and youth worker.  As a youth worker you should be able to understand the base of a relationship and know how to build on the relationship you have with a young person. The relationship between a young person and a youth worker should have clear boundaries. Young people may mistake a youth worker as a friend or even a 2nd mum. As a youth worker the relationship would need to be clear, and boundaries should not be crossed. 
Looking into different articles and speaking to guests that have come in and spoken to us about the pressures on the youth service I learnt that a massive pressure is on the local government, they require to save money for the youth service. I learnt that there have been many concerns over the lack of attention that has been given to the youth policy over the last few years. The youth sector has faced many challenges due to recent shits in the government responsibilities. I believe this has been hard for the youth service as it may not be able to offer opportunities for the young people as they do not have the funding available. Another example is they may not have enough funding to be able to start up a youth service within a community, which can have many impacts on that community and the young people. In the middle of all this financial difficulty are the young people, who at this time are facing many challenges. This is due to the fact that they are starting to transition into adulthood. The young people are also facing challenges such as developing strong relationships, building resilience, finding various jobs and paying an active role within their community. 
A youth worker can help a young person in different ways compared to their teacher or parent. A youth worker has a key role when it comes to promoting a young persons personal and social development.  It has been proved that a good school based youth work can actually hep improve a young person attendance as well as their behaviour and be able to promote achievement and be able to improve their home and community links. Being a youth worker is not always the easiest to job to have, a youth worker is a skilled profession that can promote young people to be able to learn about themselves as well as other and society. Youth workers are able to do this throughout non-formal educational activities. Youth worker are also engaging in formal education in a variety of different ways, it became clear the most of the work that they aim to do is targeting at vulnerable young people. Youth workers would offer many different things such as 
“Drop-in programmes, participation work, one-to-one support, Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE), Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme delivery and information, advice and guidance are typical examples of current youth work activities that are taking place in schools and colleges. Two areas where youth work is seen to be of particular benefit are in the delivery of Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) and Sex and Relationship Education (SRE).” (http://www.nya.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Commission-into-the-role-of-youth-work-in-formal-education.pdf)
A youth worker will organise a range of programmes which will complement and support the work of schools and programmes.   A school based youth worker will be able to enhance many areas of the school curriculum, this involves contributing to PSE days as well as being able to develop alternative curriculum projects to be able to re-engage young people in learning and be able to support them through different informal education methods so that the young people would be able to achieve positive outcomes and reach their potential. Unlike a teacher youth worker tend to be available at school sites as breaks, this gives the young people an opportunity to get to know the youth worker which can lead to having a positive relationship between the both of them. By having a good relationship with the school-based youth worker it gives them someone to talk to and get any extra support. It can also encourage young people to participate in local youth projects. When it comes to the school, some young people may be referred to work with the school-based youth worker, they can be referred from teachers, pastoral team, educational welfare officers or social services. Young people would also be able to self-refer by speaking to the youth worker and arranging a time to meet. A youth worker would work with a range of young people within a school. The relationship between the youth worker and young person is voluntary therefore if the young person would not want to see the youth worker they would not have to. Being the youth worker, I believe it is important to try and build a positive relationship with the young people so that they have more support throughout the challenges they may face. The majority of school have a school-based youth worker. 
There are many projects that a school-based youth worker would do, some being – Peer education projects, which concentrate on sex and relationship, Anti bullying projects, one to one sessions, lunchtime drop ins, After school projects, Anger-management projects and many more. 
I am also going to be looking as street-based youth work. Many young people would not come and attend the youth centre so many youth workers would go out and contact young people outside in places like the parks or on the streets. Some of the young people on the street may have attended the youth centre before but have been excluded due to alcohol or dug abuse or violent behaviour. The young people who may be on the streets may not enjoy being in a youth work environment. According to Sappin.K she was given some funding so that she was able to work with a targeted group of young people, she was doing this to try and help reduce ‘juvenile nuisance’ within that area. Throughout the process of building a relationship with the young people she was able to develop a good relationship with the group which then allowed the young people to open up and tell her about what they thought of the park. After discussion and much planning, it led to the young people being involved in the parks re-development. 
The core purpose, principles and values of street-based youth work is the same as youth work at other setting. This type of youth work takes part on young people territory such as the streets, cafes and parks. The setting needs to be appropriate to the young person and be on their terms. The youth workers that take part in this target young people who are vulnerable and excluded, mainstream youth workers and others tend not to reach these as they do not have the opportunity to work with them. I believe it is important that there is someone there for the young people on the streets. The youth detached teams should make sure that the young people know of all the possible information on the issues that may be affecting them, this gives them the information that enables them to make choices. This may include seeking specific support. 
Looking at how this links to the purpose of youth work is that they are trying to be able to enable a young person to be able to develop holistically, youth worker do this by working with young people to facilitate their personal, social and educational development. By doing this they are able to give the young people a voice, have an influence and a place within society and try and ensure that a young person reaches their full potential. By working with the young people on the street it allowed them to have a voice within the community and feel like they are an important part of society. By working with a youth worker, they may be able to seek the help that they may need and be able to speak to somebody. 
Looking into statistics about street-based youth work I found that it has grown significantly in the last few years. I found that there have been 564 projects which has 65,325 young people involved. The biggest problem with projects is the funding, if the youth service do not having the funding that they require they would not be able to complete the project with the young people. This can lead to many more problems with the young people. Statistics show that the majority of projects the funding were short term, this caused problems with staff as they may not have the funding to be able to carry on or start a new project. 
The projects that the young people were taking -part in seemed to be very beneficial in many ways. The projects seemed to be an important role when it came to young people going back into education, or even having further training or employment. 
I believe my strength going into the youth service is that I want to make a change in a young person’s life. Growing up in care myself I have overcome many challenges with various supports. I had a youth worker support as I got to about 17 as this is when the school youth worker joined. At this stage I believe I had already overcome so much that I did not need the support of a youth worker. When I was younger, I used to attend the local youth club, I believe this was very beneficial and I had many opportunities to go away as part of it. I hope to be able to help create a proper youth club in my area as there is not one in the area for young people on the streets. On the website it suggests that there is a local youth club but looking into this I found that they had joined up with the 5x60 team therefore everything was a sport activity. I do not believe that this is everyone’s cup of tea. Some individuals would not want to take part in sport therefore would not attend this way. I hope that there is more support in place outside of the school for young people as I believe it is needed within my community. I hope to improve many of my skills so that I am able to work with young people better. I hope to overcome many as I get older as I do find it difficult if the young people are older or at around the same age. As a young person I do not believe young people would show me the same respect as someone older as they may not believe I am qualified or ant better than them. I do believe I have strengths when it comes to working with young people, I just hope I am able to improve this over the next few months/years.
To conclude each youth worker may work with different individuals, whether its in school, on the street or in a youth service. I believe the youth service is very important for young people and I believe each young person should be able to take part. The youth service allows everyone into it, whether they have been transferred or not. The youth service allows young people to develop many skills which will start them up for future employability, or impedance. I’m glad that the youth service exists and helps and supports young people throughout their challenges. 
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