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“Using a crime activity of your choice, describe and discuss how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing” 


Introduction
Evidence-based policing (EBP) can be defined as the practice of making use of the best available evidence in order to challenge and inform policing decisions, procedures and policies (Engel et al., 2020). This essay will enlighten the readers regarding evidence-based policing and decision-making for the criminal activity of drug crime. This will revolve around the key ideas and theories associated with classical criminology and how they can help understand crime and criminality. Moreover, the use of models of evidence-based policing will further enhance the discussion regarding the strengths and weaknesses of classical criminology and evidence-based policing. 
Main Body
The classical school of criminology views crime and criminal activity as the result of rational, free and out will decisions of individuals engaged in such activities. The choices and decisions are made based on the pain-pleasure principle which suggests that people act in specific ways in order to maximise their pleasure and minimise their pain (Chapman et al., 2022). Classical criminology was founded during the eighteenth century when several theorists came together with the belief that there was a lack of reason behind the existing system of criminal justice. Cesare Beccaria was an Italian philosopher of that time who is considered the founder of the classical school of criminology and believed humans act and engage in criminal activity with free will and self-interest (Windle et al., 2022).
Crime and criminality can be understood better by learning more about the classical school of criminology. The theorists of this school are more interested in the crime itself than the criminal because of the fact that all human beings are equal and any situation can also be met equally. This indicates that the crime itself is what distinguishes the perpetrators from others. As per the classical school of criminology, the level of punishment should be proportional to
the level of damage caused by criminal activity (Ranaweera, 2020). The arbitrary system of using justice and inappropriate or overly strict measures and punishments should be abolished and instead clear rules and legal regulations should be established. This system in relation to the punishments should be based on the severity of the crime and the person committing the crime rather than the action itself. It can be said that this school of thought laid the foundation for the modern law of “Mens Rea” and “Actus Rea” where both the crime and criminal intent need to be established in order to prove it. 
The importance of evidence-based policing increases with the classical thinking regarding criminology suggesting that people engage in such acts with a rational intent. Therefore, finding evidence regarding such practices is necessary to prove the crime and decide the appropriate level of punishment. The models of evidence-based policing can be of great help as they provide methods and ways to efficiently understand the reasoning behind classical criminology (Windle et al., 2022). These models include POP, SARA and many more that can be used in conjunction to improve practices involving the identification of criminal activities and the motive behind them. Problem-oriented policing (POP) is a model of evidence-based policing that involves fighting against crime and disorder by finding the specific problem and analysing it to better understand it. Moreover, it also involves the development of a tailored response and examining the outcomes of the response. This model was developed by Herman Goldstein and is also known as problem-solving policing (Hinkle et al., 2020). It is not considered to be an intervention in itself for reducing crime and disorder, instead, it is an approach that facilitates the development of such interventions. Therefore, this model should not be used in the place of crime interventions but along with them. The main objective of the model is to identify and understand the main reason behind a problem or situation that enables it to persist and also outline whether the measures taken against it will be effective. 
SARA is another model of evidence-based policing which is built on the principle of POP and was developed by William Spelman and John Eck in 1987 (Ratcliffe, 2021). This model is focused on the decision-making process involving research and analysis and finding appropriate solutions to specific problems and further outlining the effectiveness of the outcomes. This model is based on four stages or steps namely “scanning, analysis, response and assessment”. Scanning involves outlining, prioritising and deciding the problems that require urgent attention using data from police and other sources as well as citizen and community inputs. The analysis stage involves a thorough evaluation of the reasons behind the problem that also includes underlying causes. The next stage is a response to the specific
problems that are usually evidence-based or in accordance with the specific problem through incorporating the general principles of crime prevention. The last stage involves an assessment of the outcomes in relation to a specific response and further outlining alternative methods and ways if the current outcome is not effective (Weisburd et al., 2019). Therefore, these models of EBP allow the identification of reasons behind crimes and similar inappropriate actions and classical criminology assists in deciding the responses for the problems based on the severity and intent behind the actions. 
In order to further deepen the understanding of evidence-based policing and classical criminology, the application of these ideas to criminal activity can facilitate the process. Drug crime is one such criminal activity that is associated with the illegal possession, manufacturing, distribution and consumption of drugs that are classified to be having a potential for abuse. These drugs include but are not limited to marijuana, heroin, cocaine, opium and many more (Contreras and Hipp, 2020). Direct involvement or any kind of engagement in these activities is considered to be a criminal activity and can result in severe consequences in the form of punishments. The evidence-based policing involves analysing the root causes behind criminal activity. This would outline the reason behind the crime being conducted and whether the perpetrator did it with the intention and rationale to engage in criminal activity or falsely got involved in it. If the person executed the crime without a criminal intention and due to a misunderstanding or without knowing that it is a criminal activity, the ideas of classical criminology need to be implemented. According to this idea, the rationale or free will behind an action by an individual needs to be determined along with the severity of the crime and its impact (Rosenblum et al., 2020). This will assist in deciding the punishment specific to the individual and the situation or social factors related to the crime, rather than just judging on the basis of the crime itself. 
The analysis of crime is described as the systematic analytical set of processes delivering useful and timely information on offences trends and patterns. The analysis of offences offers the process that incorporates offence into the analysis of the site. It is also sometimes known as the risk assessment and safety audit which the procedure has been improved based on the sites and neighbourhood differences and in specific areas ranging through the transit stations, development of the neighbourhood, park design, development of the mega block, operations of corporate & business and the plazas of the public realm (Arzoumanian, 2020). “An outline of the analysis process includes” such as crime analysis, demographic analysis, site analysis, use analysis, user consultation or neighbourhood and the analysis of the pathway. The “analysis of crime scene” is the interpreting analytical process of the particular crime feature and the crime scenes related. It includes the assessment integrated the characteristics of crime scenes, forensic victimology and forensic evidence. 
The analysis of crime scene results might be utilised to recognise the available evidence limit and the requirement for investigative additionally and efforts of forensic, as in the assessment of threshold. Whenever enough evidence of behavioural is available, also these similar results might be utilised to modus operandi infer offender and evidence, signature behaviour of the staging offence scene, the motive of offence scene and the characteristic of the offender, or to assist with the efforts of linkage analysis (Ames et al., 2019). “Techniques of clustering” the analysis of clustering is the basic tool in the data exploration for the analysis of financial offences. which is already utilised in monitoring transactions for “anti-money laundering” and shared through providers of the main solution such as the “Actimise of NICE” and “statistical analysis software (SAS)”. 
The techniques of clustering can be leveraged easily for financial markets monitoring and especially more on the order of the books on dark pools or exchanges if available. The method of outliner detection that lies on the clustering has a foreseeable use in monitoring individuals or markets dynamically (Govender and Sivakumar, 2020). Therefore, if an individual feature jumps away from its member of the peer group which could be a sign of a warning. Although, the algorithms of clustering face several fundamental problems which are the “capability to deal with huge data”, the processing speed and the adequacy to offer output instantly. The clustering of huge data is mainly utilised in the method of hierarchical based, but the challenges of time endure problematic. “Hot spots” the investigators seek hot spots which have become a predominant tool of law enforcement for the analysis of crime. Hot spot utilisation is convenient as the Hot spot forecasts both the intensity and density of offences in a delivered location and is optimal to summarise concern areas and the various incidents types which may take place (Alashwal et al., 2019). Transfer of information which signifies through which the practitioners and professionals exchange programmatical information, concepts and ideas to facilitate the improvement and the prevention practice of crime. 
The principles of evidence-based policing can be used to determine the rationale or intent of an individual while committing a drug crime. For instance, if the person was found to be in possession of the drug but has not consumed it and has a medical prescription signed by a legitimate practitioner, the criminal intent cannot be established. Similarly, if the individual is found to have consumed the drug, but upon inspection, it is revealed that the drug was injected forcefully or without them knowing, the criminal intent cannot be justified. In these cases, the school of classical criminology suggests that punishment should be on the basis of these factors and should not be very strict. On the contrary, if an individual is caught hiding and trying to smuggle illegal drugs and upon inspection, evidence is found against them in the form of past criminal records and more, then the punishment should be harsher.
Therefore, classical criminology and evidence-based policing allow criminal activities to be judged on the basis of evidence that suggests that the actions were intentional and deliberate or unintentional. Classical criminology is highly beneficial in determining the actual cause of a crime which classifies the actions into actual or serious criminal activities or mistakes or unintentional practices (Pifferi, 2021). Moreover, these ideas also facilitate increased and effective analysis and evaluation of criminal activities which improves the decision-making process regarding the punishments related to them. The investigation process can be innovated and improved through effective and proven methods. However, on the other hand, classical criminology can be abused by individuals who committed crimes intentionally and prove it to be unintentional to reduce the severity of their punishment (Mitchell, 2019). Similarly, a disadvantage of evidence-based policing is that the findings in some research may not be true and accurate enough leading to false practices and wrong decisions.






Conclusion
This essay has provided an in-depth analysis of the ideas and practices of classical criminology and its assistance to evidence-based policing. Classical criminology has been described as the idea or thought that considers social factors as well as the intent or free will of individuals while committing a crime. Evidence-based policing has been described as the measures and policies that are backed by proven investigations and practices to ensure that the punishments are decided appropriately. Drug crime has been discussed by applying the ideas and thoughts of classical criminology and evidence-based policing to understand its strengths and weaknesses. Although these ideas are very beneficial in determining the actual criminal intent, they can be abused or produce false results depending on the research.
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