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INTRODUCTION
The 9/11 attacks caused a fundamental shift in the stereotypical American way of life. For most, it was starkly reminiscent of how the pearl harbour attacks would cause the American public to feel so outraged and vulnerable as both events took place on home soil. It also gave rise to a swift amendment in government policy, from an almost partial isolationist economic & political strategy overseas on affairs, to an almost entirely liberal/interventionist attitude to tackling world affairs. The result would bring about a new form of warfare, in the shape of ‘’The War on Terror’’, that would encourage an ingrained impact on the US’ position as a global heavyweight. This research will analyse just how much of a damaging influence 9/11 had on the US as a world superpower.
Discussion
To help identify a greater picture of the scope of my research, it's important to take note of important dates in history from 2001 till present day, that marked key policy changes from the US government. 
1) September. 11, 2001- Twin Towers in New York and U.S. Pentagon are attacked by highjacked planes. Plus, another plane crashes in a field in Pennsylvania, after the terrorists’ plans were foiled by the passengers.
2) September 20, 2001- Bush declares, to a speech to the nation and congress, that there is a ‘’War on Terror’’. He continues, ‘’ There will take time to defeat our enemy but be assured that we will win’’.
3) October. 7, 2001- Airstrikes by the UK and U.S special forces are initially launched against Taliban and Al Qaeda forces in Afghanistan. Osama Bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaeda regime, on the same day exclaims,’’ What the United States has felt in grief, is only a miniature copy of what we have felt for the last 80 years.’’
4) June 13, 2002- Hamid Karzai, a favoured US backed candidate, is selected by a special kind of assembly, called Loya jirga, to lead as transitional head of state. Later in 2004, he is democratically elected in Afghanistan as head of state.
5) March 19, 2003- A coalition of international and US special forces invade Iraq. This is after intelligence found evidence to suggest that Saddam Hussein possessed weapons of mass destruction.
6) Dec 13, 2003- Saddam Hussein is captured by US forces in Iraq.
7) July 7, 2005- London underground and a double decker bus are attacked by an Al Qaeda operative who was in fact a British citizen. More than 700 people were injured as well as 52 who lost their lives.
8) August 30, 2010- Obama announces the end to US led operations in Iraq.
9) May 2, 2011- Osama Bin Laden is killed by US special forces.
10) June 22, 2011- Obama announce full US withdrawal of military from Afghanistan.
11) January 28. 2019- US and Taliban leaders announce talks for the complete withdrawal of forces in Afghanistan. (HISTORY, 2019). 
The key areas that I would look to help me answer my overarching question will include, what exactly is a superpower, how did the attacks cause political impacts that either increased or decreased  US’ superpower status and how the attacks caused an economic impact upon the US’ superpower status that either increased or decreased its superpower status. 
From a theoretical framework point of view, the key schools of thought will range from a realist, idealist and liberal from an international relation point of focus. Examples of thinkers that have made themselves particularly vocal on this topic area have been Noam Chomsky, Ziauddin Sardar and Erik Goepner.
Most of my research ties quite seamlessly into the impacts of the War on Terror.
Additionally, as the effects of the War on Terror are hard to quantify, it has been hard to keep my findings entirely objective.
As I am yet to complete all my readings, it is hard to form a concrete conclusion. However, the already forming trends are showing the US' influence on the world stage has slowed since the attacks.
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