Land Reform in China 1930’s to 1952.
This source is from a book called ‘The Peoples Republic’ and is a chapter entitled ‘Land Reform’. This chapter begins by talking about the land reforms that took place from the early 1930’s to 1952. The land reforms occurred when a party of cadres would visit a rural village and help organise committees of poor peasants and supervise the classification of the inhabitants of that village into 5 categories: landlords, rich peasants, middle peasants, poor peasants and hired hands. During some periods, radicals would not only take land from the land lords but also the rich and middle peasants and redistribute it to the masses. There were also cases of landlords being executed but this was not very common. After 1948 more moderate measures were followed both in expropriation of land and the humiliation of landowners. The author explains how the land reforms ‘fundamentally altered China’s power structure.’ The elite were no longer holding on to land nor the income and social influence that owning land brought with it. The power that landowners had over local affairs disappeared and these were taken over by peasants who had become local cadres. They dealt with the higher levels of the state and party structure. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]After the author has briefly explained what the land reforms were and altered the power structure of China there is a large extract from a fictional book called ‘The Sun Shines over the Sanggan River’ which was written in 1948 by Ding Ling (the pen name of Jiang Bingzhi 1907-1985), she was the first prominent female author in China. The Sun Shines over the Sanggan River is a novel describing how a group of peasants learned to stand up and assert their rights against their landlord. The author provides some background knowledge on Jiang. In 1932 she became a member of the Communist Party and in ’36 after years of imprisonment by the nationalists she joined a communist base in Yan’an, as well as taking part in land reforms in several villages in North China during one of its more radical phases in 1946 to 47’. This experience is what gave her the basis for this novel. Jiang won the Soviet Union’s Stalin’s second prize for her Literature in 1951. The author mentions how Jiang was also a victim of the anti-rightist campaign and Cultural Revolution during which she was forced into solitary confinement then later fled to the United States where she lived for 4 years until she died in Beijing on March 4th 1985 aged 81. The chapter ends with a large extract from Jiang’s book, which discusses the peasants demanding land from the main landlord as well as wanting to settle their scores with him. The landlord practically handed over all of his land with minimal struggle, which one might imagine is an idealised scenario based on a realistic one if actual accounts are considered. 
