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History
Greta Thunberg first became known for her activism in the August of 2018 when she cast a lonely figure sat outside Swedish Parliament (Rikstag) calling for forceful action on global warming.   Holding up a handmade banner she had made in Swedish which translated as ‘School Strike for the climate’. Despite her parents trying to discourage her and classmates unwilling to join her in her lonely protest she became one of the most influential figureheads for climate movement in 2019, an example of ‘determination, inspiration and positive action’. 
This was soon followed by other individuals and similar protests began to appear in other communities around the world which resulted in a new movement being generated with the name tag ‘Fridays for Future’. 
Greta’s demands were simple yet powerful- she wanted politicians to reduce carbon emissions in line with the Paris agreement. Citing climate change that she was taught in science class as motivation for her activism she has opened up a world of knowledge for millions of people in educating them about sustainable societies and climate change. (Belam, 2019)
The power of starting small is an important factor- “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” (Mead, 1978) 
In one of her powerful TED talks Greta highlighted the scale of what must be done. “Some people say that Sweden is just a small country, and that it doesn’t matter what we do, but I think that if a few children can get headlines all over the world just by not going to school for a few weeks, imagine what we could all do together if we wanted to” (TED talk, 2018). 
In December 2018 she addressed the COP24 United Nations Climate change summit in Poland and accused politicians of leaving her generation with the ‘burden of climate change’ for future generations to come reminding them of their responsibility to act for the wellbeing of the world and climate change rather than their own popularity. “You are never too small to make a difference” (Gajanan, 2019).
Forced to become creative in her methods of travel to address climate change she refuses to fly by plane and tries to live as low carbon as she possibly can. In doing so has educated millions of people on how living simply can reduce their carbon footprints and has made us all think about sustainability and highlighted the environmental impact that our travel choices can have on the climate. 
Recent studies have shown that reducing travel by air is one of the most important changes an individual can make (IOP, 2018). Other changes she stands by include eating a plant based diet and other simple changes such as swapping cow’s milk for oat milk and in doing so asking yourself “What difference can I really make”? 
An example is the small breakfast change- by swapping the milk your breakfast requires ‘roughly ten times less land to produce’, which over time would make a substantial difference over time. 
Greta’s commitment to climate change in standing by the values she believes in has made people stop and think about possibly changing unsustainable habits. What Greta is teaching millions of people about eco-friendly living is that small changes can be a lot simpler than we thought and her determination to prove this knows no boundaries. 
In many of the speeches she has given around the world she believes that just one person making a small change will have an impact on the environment and during her Davos speech stated “Yes we are failing, but there is still time to turn everything around. We can still fix this”. 
In September 2019 she and 15 other children filed a complaint with the UN which accused five countries- Argentina, Brazil, France, Germany and Turkey of not fulfilling their obligation to act positively towards climate change, (WUWT,2019) and accused them of violating Convention on the Rights of a Child a treaty which sets out civil, social, political and cultural rights of a child. 
The complaint was filed close to the Climate Action Summit which saw many world leaders disclosing plans to reduce their countries’ carbon footprints and where the children who filed the complaint asked that the countries immediately adjust their climate targets (Rotter,2019). In response to this many have taken action including huge companies to small businesses in reducing their environmental impacts by travelling in eco-friendly ways, promoting vegan based food for conferencing and meetings and using designers to build sustainable websites which use less energy. 
Through Greta’s commitment in setting a good example and promoting sustainability people are starting to listen although, not all can participate in her quest to reduce climate change. Addressing poverty where many individuals will see the most harm arise from climate change is a challenge. Environmental inequality has found that “despite the significant success of European policies over the years in improving quality of life and protecting the environment, there is more that can be done across the EU to make sure all Europeans are well protected from the environmental hazards we face “(Hans Bruyninckx, EEA, 2019). 
A recent EEA report has found ‘Unequal exposure and unequal impacts: social vulnerability to air pollution, noise and extreme temperatures in Europe’ has close links to social deprivation across Europe and some of the hardest hit countries are those who have the least impact on climate change (EEA, 2019). 
Greta Thornburg started this climate change campaign on her own- a year on and this could not be so different. Scientists have labeled her as the best thing that could ever happen for the climate movement in decades and her message is one so important it has gained millions of followers. People stand up and listen and what is more amazing about this is she is not a climate scientist. 
Greta has no scientific training of any kind and also possesses not one bit of expert knowledge in the field that she talks so passionately about instead, she is someone who has strong beliefs and opinions and recognizes the value that this can bring to the table. Being a child only adds to her power. 
Greta’s argument against climate change is such an important one because it evidences how just one small action can have the most profound consequences. Through one solo protest in Sweden in 2017 which escalated into a global movement being a ‘teenager’ is key I believe to her influence. 
“How dare you? You have stolen my dreams and my childhood,” as she addressed UN leaders around the world (Meyer, 2019). Strong words for such a young person her unnerving power makes some people uncomfortable. She is clearly aggravated by those who do not wish to listen to her calling them out as bullies who wish to address how she looks, what she wears, her behaviors- anything other than climate change. 
Believing people should act and not argue her politics is based on two things; Simplification and creating Moral Panic. Not being an adult should leave her largely criticized but it does not- her autism may somewhat protect her in her responses to peoples beliefs and options of her as she herself states she is precocious and delicate. The evidence that she has provided to the world that the younger generation do care about climate change has been some of the most important the world has ever seen.
Insisting that she is relying solely on science and submitting reports that warned of ‘the rapidly approaching catastrophe of global heating’ (Young, 2019) she is seen as a threat because she makes an impact. 
In a statement she stated,’ I do not care about age, nor do I care for those who do not accept the science. I may not have as much experience, which makes me listen more. What I do have is the right to express my opinion no matter what my age. Being young is a great advantage, I see the world in a different way and am not afraid to make changes.” 
This is how one girl, who once sat outside Swedish parliament stole the attention of 7 million people globally who were inspired by her tenacity and passion that they left what they were doing and took to joining her in protest with their banners, words and actions calling for changes to climate change. 
In the words of Margaret mead; Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has” (Keys, 1982). 
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