Assessment Three
Childe had created a ten-point criteria of characteristics of complex societies that was listed within Trigger 2007. Points included: large urban centres, primary producers paying surpluses to a deity or divine ruler, monumental architecture, a ruling class exempt from manual labour and systems for recording information.[footnoteRef:1] The Roman Empire fits most of the ten points, if not all, over the due course of its existence; whether at the very start while run by a monarchy or at the very end of the Empire when Constantinople fell to the Ottoman Empire. [1:  Trigger (2007)] 

	To start off with, the Roman Empire had lots of large urban centres. Some of the most well-known ones would be Rome, Alexandria, Carthage, and Constantinople, each of which being a capital city of an Empire or country. Rome and Constantinople were both capital cities of the Roman Empire, while Alexandria was the Macedonian city founded in Egypt by Alexander the Great that came to become the capital of Egypt, then taken over by Augustus after defeating Cleopatra VII and Antony, leading to their suicides. Carthage was the capital of the country Africa (now known as Tunisia) which was taken over by Rome around the Second and Third Punic Wars. Other notable cities within the Roman Empire could include Capua, Tarentum, Ephesus, and Antioch, as they were important for reasons like farming and trade. Therefore, the Roman Empire would meet Childe’s criteria for that characteristic for Rome being a complex society.
	 The Roman Empire also had a lot of monumental architecture; for example, the Colosseum, the Ara Pacis Augustae, and the Hagia Sophia. The Hagia Sophia was considered once to be the largest structure in the world, and it started off as a Greek Orthodox Christian cathedral which was then turned into a mosque when the Ottoman Empire took control over it.[footnoteRef:2]  The Colosseum is quite possibly the most well-known Roman architecture, aside from baths and aqueducts which are Roman architectural inventions still used today. Like the Naumachia, it was used for competitions. However, while the Naumachia was used for naval competitions, the Colosseum was used for gladiators to fight. Contradictorily, the Ara Pacis Augustae was built due to the peace Augustus brought to Rome and dedicated to the goddess of peace, Pax; it literally means the Temple of Augustan Peace.[footnoteRef:3] It was voted for by the Senate in 13 B.C. and was completed in 9 BC, for Augustus’ campaigns in Gaul and Spain.[footnoteRef:4] Concurrently, there was also monumental art within the civilization of Rome; the sculptures on buildings like the Hagia Sophia and the Ara Pacis were incredibly detailed and would have needed high-levelled craftsmen for them to be completed. In addition, there were even statues like the Prima Porta statue created, of which the breastplate is covered with several intricate carvings of different achievements or deities related to Augustus. From these, the civilization of Rome fills in two more of the ten characteristics Childe lists as advice for deciding which civilizations and societies are complex or not. [2:  Runciman (2012), Matthews (2018), Savignac]  [3:  Cartwright (2013)]  [4:  Cartwright (2013)] 

	A third point of why Rome could be considered a complex society or civilization is the fact that the primary producers pay their surplus to a deity or a divine ruler, like in festivals and sacrifices to a god (or to the Pharaoh in Egypt, which the Roman Emperors were also known as solely in Egypt from Augustus to around Decius). Rome regularly held festivals and sacrifices for their gods, as there were so many of them due to the syncretisation of the religions that took place whenever Rome conquered a place. There were main events, like the Bona Dea, which was only for women of status, presided by a Vestal Virgin,[footnoteRef:5] and they had to meet at night in the house of the wife of an official with no men present, as well as festivals for Bacchus and the rest of the Roman Twelve Olympians. In addition, some of the highest religious personnel would rely on contributions by others for most of their life (e.g. the Vestal Virgins who held their positions for around thirty years,[footnoteRef:6] unless they were buried alive for losing their virginity like Opimia,[footnoteRef:7] and could be chosen for their position as young as six)[footnoteRef:8]. However, families would also sacrifice food to their lares and genius loci at dinnertimes, household deities that would protect the family and the household with everyday sacrifices of a little bit of food. Therefore, this is another of Childe’s characteristics of a complex society that Rome fits into. [5:  Cancik-Lindemaier (2006)]  [6:  Cancik-Lindemaier (2006)]  [7:  Cancik-Lindemaier (2006), Müller (2006)]  [8:  Cancik-Lindemaier (2006)] 

	In conclusion, from these three to four characteristics of Childe’s criteria of complex societies, and there being more characteristics that have not been covered, Rome can be classed as a complex society or civilization.
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