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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Critical evaluation of youth crime in England and Wales, and an analysis of the rehabilitation services. 

The author has decided to evaluate youth crime because they are very interested in this area of policing and strongly feel that it is in dire need of attention in order to reduce the amount of children offending, as well as reducing the risk of re-offending. In the year ending March 2022, statistics show that there was an 18% reduction in stop and searches of children compared to the previous year. However, there was also a 7% increase on arrests of children made in the same year (Youth Justice Board, 2023).

The author shows such an interest in this area of policing that they hope to pursue a career in working with youth crime and the development of how it is managed and dealt with throughout the service in the UK. Although there are some rates within youth crime that are falling, they are still high rates, which need to be concentrated on and re-assessed to determine the root causes and how to prevent these things.   
 

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 

This research will focus on 3 main objectives. The first objective is what are the root causes of crime within young people, concentrating on family backgrounds, poverty and peer influence (NIdirect.gov, 2023). The HM Inspectorate of Probation (2023) suggest that parenting styles, family or parental conflict, alcohol or substance misuse amongst family members, or a history of family involvement in the criminal justice system are all circumstances that have commonly been found to increase the probability of children committing crimes. 

The second objective is the facts and figures of the crimes, including the types of crimes that are being committed, cases of these crimes, the frequency, as well as the statistics behind the crimes over recent years. In the year ending March 2022, there was an 18% increase in arrests due to violence against a person since March 2021, while there was a 3% decrease of arrests for the offence of robbery. This indicates that there are aspects of youth crime that are still increasing and are in dire need of attention to tackle these offences (Youth Justice Board, 2023, figure 1.4). 

Finally, the third objective is to examine and analyse the rehabilitation and early intervention services that are available to young people that offend or have a history of offending in order to reduce the risk of reoffending occurring. Youth offending teams are multi-agency teams that specifically support young offenders to create personalised rehabilitation plans that suit them best. They provide many different services, ranging from counselling, educational services, and work placements (Youth Justice Board, 2023 Pp.4)


	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:

Youth Justice board annual report and accounts 2021/2022

Crime and delinquency (uni library)

https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprobation/research/the-evidence-base-youth-offending-services/specific-areas-of-delivery/family-relationships/#:~:text=divorce%20or%20separation%20of%20parents,convicted%20of%20a%20violent%20crime. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/577105/youth-justice-review-final-report-print.pdf. 

https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/supporting-youngest-children-youth-justice-system-what-works-reduce-offending-and. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
The author will share the questionnaire to social media platforms, through email, text message and by asking people to engage in a questionnaire for the purpose of the research study. This is an idea of some questions that may be asked 

What is the age of criminal responsibility?
Have you, a family member, or someone you know ever been involved in youth crime?
Does youth crime in your community concern you?
What factors do you believe contributes to youth crime?
What effective measurements do you believe could prevent youth crime?
Are you satisfied with the criminal justice systems way of dealing with young offenders?
Are there any interventions or programmes in your community that aim to tackle and prevent youth crime?
What measures do you believe can create a better future for young people that are at risk?


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Men and women 
General Public 
18+
21-25
26-35
36-40
41-50
51-55
56-65
66-75
76+
The author has decided to direct the questionnaire at all different ages in order to gather a wide range of different perspectives and opinions so there is more information on the knowledge and understanding of youth crime as a community, rather than as a single age category. 
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