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Introduction
This essay will be discussing the argument that the principle of statutory interpretation diminishes the status of legislation as the primary source of law in the UK. In this essay there will be thoroughly explained definitions of the key terms needed to discuss this topic such as statutory interpretation. 
As it has been for years, Parliament has been able to create and end any law they decide and this is because in the UK, Parliament is ‘the supreme legal authority’ (Parliament, n.d.). This is because of a principle known as Parliamentary sovereignty and without this the UK Parliament wouldn’t be near as powerful as they are. 
Legislation as the primary source of law
Legislation in basic terminology is a piece of law that is passed by Parliament, the word can ‘also be used to describe the act of making a new law’ (Parliament, n.d.). Another word for primary legislation can also be called statutes, so when statutory interpretation is mentioned, it means the interpretation of legislation or acts of parliament. 
As it stands, legislation is the primary source of law because it is also passed by legislative bodies such as the UK parliament, Scottish parliament and the Welsh Parliament. It can be put into place to restrict certain things from being done in the area or to declare what can or can’t be done within the UK. It is possible that people wouldn’t want to see legislation as the primary source of law because it can be complicated at times even for judges as mentioned previously, sometimes it is only because of the rules that we are able to understand what each piece of legislation means.
What is statutory interpretation?
The simple definition of statutory interpretation is when Parliament would create a piece of legislation and apply it when hearing cases and it is how exactly people of the law such as judges and various authorities interpret that. ‘The matter of statutory interpretation is critical, technical and, sometimes, highly emotive’ (Connolly, 2018). Statutory interpretation can also be considered as ‘effectively a matter for the courts’ (Laver, n.d.). There are times where written laws can be quite difficult for people to understand, even for people of the law such as solicitors and lawyers and in those cases a judge or another type of authority will be called to interpret the statute for the better understanding. 
Statutory interpretation also comes with and is based on three rules, ‘Where there is no interpretation section and a general interpretation Act does not apply then a number of rules may be applied’ (Open University, n.d). These rules are known as the literal rule, the golden rule and the mischief rule. These rules can differentiate widely from one another so it is extremely important to understand each one because judges and prosecuting bodies have different ways of interpreting statutes and using any of these rules can change decisions depending on the statutes used in the court. 
The literal rule is the most straightforward rule as with this the statutes can only have one possible meaning, that the laws should be read literally and no extra thought should be given, it has one meaning and should not need to be further researched or analysed. ‘Its simple plain meaning without any ambiguity’ (Indulekha, n.d). This rule has been used very often over the years as judges do not have the power to make laws, but they can have a way to interpret legislation and with the literal rule it is a short process for them as it can only have one definition. In basic terms the judges read the piece of legislation for what it is rather than taking time to decipher what it could mean. The literal rule is the rule that is used most often because it doesn’t take as much effort to interpret as it is to read it for what it says rather than what it could mean, but the other rules must all be considered to determine the best possible rule to use. 
The golden rule is the rule that is the opposite of the literal, this is because as mentioned the literal rule doesn’t require judges or various authorities to look for another meaning whereas with the golden rule, people of the legal system try to better understand what the piece of legislation is exactly rather than plainly reading it and acting by it. It is also known that the golden rules’ main advantage is to avoid and prevent absurdities because it allows judges to look deeper into the statutes used to ensure that they are finding the correct meanings. It is ‘where the literal rule gives an absurd result, which Parliament could not have intended’ (Pearson, n.d).
The Mischief rule is the rule that can be applied in order to identify the defects, flaws and any mischief that the statute was originally put in place to fix. ‘The mischief rule tells an interpreter to read a statute in light of the "mischief' or "evil”’ (Bray, 2021). The mischief rule is used for specific cases and is used commonly for ambiguous cases. The most important advantage that this rule holds is that it closes loopholes which allows the laws to be simpler to understand while also allowing the laws to develop and advance further to better the legal system. 
There is also one final approach to statutory interpretation and that is the purposive approach. The purposive approach is a way of interpreting statutes that bases itself on what the purpose of the piece of legislation was and it interprets that specific statute with specific accordance to its purpose and original intention. It is the approach that enables the law to be as effective as the Parliament had originally intended for it to be. It is seen that the ‘literal approach to the interpretation of statutes has been 'liberated' by the purposive approach’ (Lee, 1999).
Why is it necessary?
Statutory interpretation is necessary in the legal system because without it, people would have more difficulty understanding what a piece of legislation can mean. Not only that but as stated by the rules of statutory interpretation, there can be different meanings behind what it states, and it is important to look for those meanings. Another reason why statutory interpretation is necessary is because there can be drafting errors made by the parliamentary council and hadn’t been noticed by parliament so being able to understand and interpret statutes correctly avoids errors like such being made. In basic understanding, statutory interpretation is essential for the legal system because there are pieces of legislation that can have some difficulty to fully understand and how they understand it entirely depends on the rule that a judge uses to interpret it.
Does statutory interpretation cause problems?
One problem that statutory interpretation causes is that there is a number of rules that diminish the status of legislation as the primary source of law. The rule that diminishes the status of legislation the most is evidently the mischief rule, this rule diminishes it because it was used to identify problems such as ‘a defect in the law’ (Oxford Reference, n.d) and flaws of which a piece of legislation may sustain. Anything that was wrong with a piece of legislation, the mischief rule allows them to be found therefore shines the status of legislation at a low point which does in fact diminish it as the primary source of law. Although an argument can be made that some of the rules can not in any way diminish the status of legislation such as if judges are using the literal rule, this rule in no way shape or form diminishes legislation because it simply reads legislation for what it is and nothing more. The same can also be argued for the golden rule as it doesn’t reveal or point out anything negative about pieces of legislation therefore leaving the status of legislation unharmed.
It can also be argued that judges have too much power in the UK and one of the variables that make people believe it so is statutory interpretation, although ‘it is very unlikely that a British court will attempt to strike down a statute anytime soon’ (Ekins, 2019) the fact that they hold the power to do so is what fuels the argument further and also the fact that statutory interpretation is based on judges using the rules whenever they please and as a result shows statutory interpretation as a problem because it only makes the argument that judges have too much power worse. 
To conclude, it is evident that the argument on whether statutory interpretation diminishes the status of legislation is not a simple answer to find. Some people may argue that it does and others the opposite but as it has been found, only a select couple of the rules diminish the status of legislation whereas rules such as the golden or literal rule do not. 
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