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The human race has considered its morality for many years, the traditional stance of moral standing is one of anthropocentric. The Anthropocentric stance is extremely restrictive with the belief that only humans have moral consideration placing human beings’ interests above all others. With heightened levels of awareness about morality in the 1970’s, ethics philosophers started questioning the traditional stance and submitting alternatives. As the decades have past three alternatives to anthropocentrism – Sentientism, Ecocentrism and Biocentrism. Sentientism has a stance that only sentient beings can have moral standing, and Ecocentrism has a stance that systems and not animals have moral standing (Humphreys,2016).

Biocentrism

Definition

“The view or belief that the rights and needs of humans are not more important than those of other living things.” (Oxford Lexico,2022)

All the environmental ethics stances have their positives and negatives, the positive of Anthropocentrism is only for humans in that it only applies moral to them, but the negative is that it does not take into account anything else. Sentientism has a positive of including all sentient beings but in its moral standing, but its negatives are that it does not take into account any other lifeforms or the systems that support them. Ecocentrism has a positive of including ecosystems and the biosphere in its moral consideration but does not include anything else (Humphreys, 2016). 
Biocentrism is less restrictive than Anthropocentrism and Sentientism in that it assigns moral standing to all living things, including humans, plants and non-sentient animals; the only criterion for moral consideration is to be living, but it does not apply moral consideration to ecosystems or the biosphere (Humphreys, 2016). 

“Being a living thing is both a necessary and sufficient condition for direct moral relevance.”  (Humphreys,2016)

Conclusion

It is clear that humans need to change the way it thinks about its impact on the environment, although the call for a different moral stance is increasing at a faster rate than it has ever been most of humanity is still taking an anthropocentric approach to environmental ethics. Humans devise after increasing ways of earning increased money to the detriment of the planet, anything on it (including humans) and even an increasing amount of space around it. The people at the top of society (especially those that make money through fossil fuels) actively destroy any attempt to solve the problem and bring more environmentally friendly technologies into society.
The topic of morality is extremely complicated, one in which all many people have strong and differing views, but none of the current environmental ethics standings take into account the problem as a whole, they all take give preference to some things and not others. It will take many years for the new considerations to have any effect on society, firstly philosophers need to decide what it is and then convince governments to use and promote it. This is easier said than done as many countries are run by right wing governments who tend to put wealthy businesses before all else, most political parties are also funded by the wealthy and it would take revamp of politics in all countries to change that. Some countries are also poor and cannot afford new expensive technologies, it would take a shift economics to bring even close to the richer countries and last but not least every country hates at least one other and are at war or on the verge of war constantly, this unlikely to change anytime soon, make it impossible to change their moral stances.
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