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	Aims and Objectives:

Nodau ac Amcanion

• A concise introduction to Bogomilism, followed by a brief consideration of its global ‘historical reception’, and religio-political ‘appropriation’ up to the present period. This would include a brief consideration of the use of ‘Historical reception’, before summarizing regarding Bogomilist inspiration or ‘synergy’ within Protestant Christian, Islamic and ‘esoteric’ religious movements.                                                                  [Minor]                                                                                                                                             

• Bogomilism and Bulgarian identities during and following the Byzantine period, toward the 1878 Austro-Hungarian occupation, 1908 annexation, twentieth century Marxist Leninist administration, and up to the present day.                                                                                                                                             [Major]

• Bogomilism and Bosnian. Including and following the Bosnian Banate of 1154-1377, with particular consideration will be given to Bogomilism the medieval Bosnian Church, additionally heretical to the Catholic and Orthodox Christian hierarchies. Discussion of conversions to Islam following the Ottoman conquest, and through the Tito administration, civil war and toward the modern era. Geo political interpretations and responses, such as toward Bosnia-Herzegovinian statehood, identity, and of oppositions to this.                                                                          [Major]                                                                                                                                          

• A brief review of Bogomilist representation within literature, film and popular culture, particularly within Bulgaria and Bosnia Herzegovina, followed by consideration of whether Bogomilism still maintains any meaningful lingering relevance within each modern-day state.                                                               [Minor] 


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
The purpose of a comparison is the examination and comparison of the influences and legacies of the Bogomilist movement within the states of Bulgaria and Bosnia-Herzegovina in cultural, religious, political and identarian terms. This will be concluded with consideration of whether Bogomilism still maintains any meaningful lingering relevance within each modern-day state.                 

Both Bulgaria and Bosnia-Herzegovina share areas of the Byzantine (and post Byzantine) territories which witnessed the birth and growth of the tenth century Bogomilist movement, along with the mutual fifteenth century Ottoman subjugation that witnessed the movements demise. Bulgaria and Bosnia-Herzegovina each achieving early twentieth century independence, before differing forms of pseudo-Marxist administration, with Stalin having allegedly envisaged Bulgaria’s eventual incorporation with Yugoslavia into a vast ‘Balkan’ Federation. Bulgaria witnessed the overthrow of this regime in 1998, with the establishment of Bosnia-Herzegovina finalised in 1995 following a harrowing regional civil war.

Historical Bogomilism is notably characterised by a substantial uncertainty regarding its foundation, the only known contemporary references from its vociferous opponents, especially that of a priest known as Cosmos in 972.  Whilst Cosmos makes reference to single founder, a supposed ‘Pop’ (‘priest’) Bogomil preaching in Bulgarian Macedonia, his very existence, as either an individual or composite of figures remains obscure. Bogomilism emerging within the turmoil of ‘Bulgaria’ administered by a conqueror Bulgar aristocracy, in an environment where Byzantine colonisation had introduced a broad spectrum of cultural and religious influence. These included both Jewish and Armenian currants that incorporated Paulician, amongst other historical ‘heresies.  Though primary doctrinal source material is scant, Bogomilism incorporated a ‘moderate’ or ‘mitigated’ dualism that, whilst attributing the theological ‘problem of evil’ to its creator, the devil, placed him as the rebellious son of, and wholly inferior power to that of a benign, Judeo-Christian God. The emergence of Bogomilism, an austere, and fiercely non-materialistic Bogomilism within an overwhelmingly illiterate Slavonic peasantry incorporated an additional socio-political aspect that has even been framed within Marxist ‘class struggle’ terms.

The tenth century, Byzantine-Bulgarian Bogomilist movement is acknowledged as a major theme within both Bulgarian and Bosnian history both popularly and anemically, with interpretations subject to relatively regular periodic review. Within Western European focus on Bogomil contact and inspiration the more local, Catharist movement of the twelfth to fourteenth century is demonstrated, in addition to a comparatively great general interest in the Cathars spawned in part by the publication of popular histories and ‘conspiratorial’ novels.  Within Bulgaria and modern Bosnia-Herzegovinia, specifically Bogomilist reference and representation within literature and film is understandably, comparatively popular. As with any historical current, particularly those identified within themes of historical, or enduring national, religious or cultural identity, Bogomilist history is fraught with a difference of geo-political, ethno-confessional and economic standpoints. 
Particularly contentious, within the successor states of the former Yugoslavia, has been the extent of Bosnia-Herzegovinian identity stemming from roots in heretical Bogomil dualism. This, alongside Bogomilisms influence on the conversions to, and dissipation within Islam following the 1463 Ottoman Balkan conquest, is suggested as informing modern day ideological and geo political standpoints. Examples of this regard suggested employments of the theme of Bogomilism to reinforce a Bosnian ‘separateness’ prior to, during and following the Former Yugoslavian Civil War, alongside contemporary references by Bosnian media outlets seemingly sympathetic to the arguably partially ‘Neo-Ottomanist’ ideology of Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan.


	Short Introductory Bibliography:

Llyfryddiaeth rhagarweiniol byr
Angelovska, Maja and Cacanoska, Ruzhica, ‘Historical and Cultural Implications of Bogomilism’, Occasional Papers on Religion in Eastern Europe, 36.4 (2006) https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/ree/vol36/iss4/4
Bannon, J. and Edelenyi, Achilles, A Documentary History of Eastern Europe, 1970, (New York: Twayne Publishers Inc.)

Baynes, N. H. and Moss, H. St. L. B., Byzantium: An Introduction to East Roman Civilization (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1948)

Berkhout, Carl T. and Russell, Jeffrey B., Medieval Heresies: A Biography (Toronto: Pontifical Institute of Medieaval Studies, 1944)

Bertram, Jerome, Heresy Through the Ages, 2007, (London: The Catholic Truth Society)
Brocket, L.P., The Bogomils of Bulgaria and Bosnia: The Early Protestants of the East (Waterford: Crossreach Publications, 1879)

Christie-Murray, David, A History of Heresy (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989)

Cook, William. R. and Herzman, Ronald B., The Medieaval World View: An Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1983)

Crampton, R. J., A Concise History of Bulgaria, 2nd edn (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997)

Deansey, Margaret, A History of the Medieval Church 590-1500 (London: Methuen & Co., 1925)

Fine, John, The Bosnian Church: Its Place in Society from the Thiteenth to the Fifteenth Century (Saqi Books, 2007)

Fine Jr., John V.A., The Early Medieval Balkans: A Critical Survey from the Sixth to the Late Twelfth Century (Michigan: University of Michigan Press, 1991)

Frassetto, Michael, Heretic Lives: Medieval Heresy from Bogomil and the Cathars to Wyclif and Hus (London: Profile Books, 2007)

Frassetto, Michael, The Great Medieval Heretics: Five Centuries of Religious Disent (New York: Blue Bridge)

Hamilton, Bernard, The Christian World of the Middle Ages (Bath: Sutton Publishing, 2003)

Hoffman, Constance and Berman, Constance (eds.), Medieval Religion: New Approaches (Abingdon: Routledge, 2005)

Jaritz, Gerhard and Szende, Katalin (eds.), Medieval East Central Europe in a Comparative Perspective: From Frontier Zones to Lands in Focus (Abingdon: Routledge, 2016)

Kolpacoff Deane, Jennifer, A History of Medieval Heresy and Inquisition (Plymouth: Rowman & Littlefield, 2011)
Lambert, Malcolm, Medieval Heresy: Popular Movements from the Gregorian Reform to the Reformation (Oxford: Blackwell, 1977)

Lavrin, Janko, Janko, ‘The Bogomils and Bogomilism’, The Slavonic and East European Review, 8.23 (1929), 269–83 <http://www.jstor.org/stable/4202396> [accessed 29 September 2021]

Ludemann, Gerd, The Unholy in Holy Scripture: The Dark Side of the Bible (London: SCM Press, 1996)

Malcolm, Noel, Bosnia: A Short History (London: MacMillan, 1994)

Martin, Sean, The Gnostics: The First Christian Heretics (Pocket Essentials, 2006)

McGrath, Alister, Heresy: A History of Defending the Truth (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2009)
McGrath, Alister E., Historical Theology: An Introduction to the History of Christian Thought (Chichester: John Wiley & Sons, 213AD)

Mooore, R.I., ‘The Birth of Popular Heresy: A Millennial Phenomenon?’, The Journal of Religious History, 24.I (2000), 8–64 https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/1467-9809.00098
Moore, R. I., The Birth of Popular Heresy, Documents of Medievaol History (London: Edward Arnold Publishers, 1975), 

Moore, R.I., The War on Heresy: Faith and Medieval Europe (London: Profile Books, 2014)

Nicholas, David, The Evolution of the Medieval World: Society, Government & Thought in Europe 312-1500 (Harlow: Longman, 1992)
Oblensky, Dimitri, The Bogomils: A Study in Balkan Neo-Manichaeism (London: Cambridge University Place, 1948)

Pelikan, Jaroslav, The Growth of Medieaval Theology (600-1300) (University of Chicago Press, 1978), 

Peters, Edward (ed.), Heresy and Authourity in Medieval Europe (Philadelphia: University of Philadelphia Press, 1980)

Roach, Andrew P., The Devil’s World: Heresy and Society1100-1300 (Harlow: Pearson Education)

Roach, Andrew P., and (eds.) Simpson, James R., Heresy and the Making of European Culture: Medieval and Modern Perspectives (Abingdon: Routledge, 2020)

Runciman, Steven A History of the First Bulgarian Empire (London: Lulu Press, 1930)

Runciman, Steven, The Medieaval Manichee: A Study of Christian Dualist Heresy (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1947)

Sackville, L. J., Heresy and Heretics in the Thirteenth Century (York: York Medieaval Press, 2011)

Sarieva, Iona, ‘Some Problems of the Religious History of Bulgaria and Former Yugoslavia’, Occasional Papers on Religion in Eastern Europe, 15.III (1995)https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1857&context=ree
Stoyanov, Yuri, The Hidden Tradition in Europe (London: Penguin, 1994)

Stoyanov, Yuri, The Other God: Dualist Religions from Antiquity to the Cathar Heresy (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2000)

Trako, Redžo, ‘The Role of Bogomilism in the Creation of Bosnian Identity in the Middle Ages’ (Queens University Belfast, 2007)

Urmson, J.O., and (eds.) Ree, Jonathan, The Concise Encyclopedia of Western Philosophy and Philosphers (London: Routledge, 1960)

Van Nieuwenhove, Rik, An Introduction to Medieval Theology (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012)
Varzonovtseva, Melina, Milena, The Secret Books of the Bogomils: Possible Connections between Two Medieval Texts in a South Slavic Context (Saarbrücken: VDM Verlag Dr. Müller, 2008)

Vassilev, Georgi, ‘Traces of the Bogomil Movement in English’, ACADEMIE BULGARE DES SCIENCES. Institut d’etudes Balkaniques. Etudes Balkaniques, III (1994), 85–92 https://www.ceeol.com/search/article-detail?id=151525
Wakefield, Walter Legget and Patterson, Austin, Heresies of the High Middle Ages, 1991 <https://archive.org/details/HeresiesOfTheHighMiddleAges>

Wallace, Peter G., The Long European Reformation (Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan, 2012)



	Proposed Supervisor:
Goruchwyliwr awgrymedig
[Unknown]




Please indicate whether ethical approval for project is needed – NO
Nodwch a oes angen cymeradwyaeth foesegol ar gyfer y prosiect - OES / NAC OES
Please indicate whether sufficient resources are available for the project – YES
Nodwch a oes digon o adnoddau ar gael ar gyfer y prosiect - OES / NAC OES
The above topic, proposal, and supervisor have been agreed:  
Cytunwyd ar y pwnc, y cynnig a'r goruchwyliwr uchod:

Signed : ……………………………………………………..Programme Director/ 
Llofnod 






  Cyfarwyddwr y rhaglen
Date:……………………………………………………
Dyddiad
