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Summary of proposed study - indicate the topic, hypotheses (if appropriate) and brief details of your methodology (continue on separate sheet if necessary):

Topic area - Exploring the inclusion of children with special educational needs in regular educational classrooms has become popular during the previous decade. This popularity has resulted in changes to several Educational Policies, stating that regular educational classrooms must cater for all students. Inclusion can be described as allowing children who have special educational needs to benefit from the education provided within regular classrooms (Afolabi, Mukhopadhyay and Nenty, 2013). Previous research has shown that both children with and without special educational needs benefit, socially and academically, from inclusive education (Boer, Timmerman, Pijl and Minnaert, 2012). 

Aim - The aim of this research is to explore parent attitudes towards inclusive education based on whether they have a child with a diagnosis, whether their child is in primary or secondary education and their socioeconomic status. As well as this, this research will explore whether parent’s awareness of interventions surrounding inclusive education is influenced by the three variables.
Research - De Boer, Pijl & Minnaert (2010) found that higher socioeconomic status was positively correlated with attitudes towards inclusive education. In addition, several previous research studies have noted a significant link between socioeconomic status and parent attitudes towards an inclusive classroom (Afolabi, Mukhopadhyay and Nenty, 2013). In terms of research surrounding the influence of having a child with a diagnosis or not, Boer, Timmerman, Pijl and Minnaert (2012) conducted a study which explored attitudes towards inclusive education. By using a questionnaire method, it was found that those who had a child with a diagnosed disability were more likely to indicate positive answers on the questionnaire scale. 

From researching this current topic, it was noticed that there was limited research surrounding the third variable; primary or secondary education. Therefore, this study is important as there has been little research surrounding the influence of primary and secondary education on the attitude’s parents have towards inclusive education. 

Research surrounding parent attitudes towards inclusive education is crucial as this influence’s children attitudes, De Boer, Pijl & Minnaert (2010) found that children of parents who have a more positive attitude towards inclusive education shared the same beliefs as their parents. Previous research has explored, in depth, the attitudes of teachers towards inclusive education, but it is paramount to explore the views of parents, as they are a driving force behind children’s views. Parent attitudes are crucial to inclusive education as it has been found that the notion of incorporating those with special educational needs into regular classrooms has a significant influence from parents (Afolabi, Mukhopadhyay and Nenty, 2013). 

Hypotheses - This research predicts that parents will have differing attitudes towards inclusive education based on whether they have a child with diagnosis or not; attitudes will also be different depending on primary or secondary education and finally, there will be a difference in attitudes based on parents’ socioeconomic status. In addition to this, this research predicts that parents will have a different awareness of the interventions put in place for children with special educational needs based on the three variables stated above.

Methodology - The independent variables for this research are; diagnosis or not, primary or secondary school and socioeconomic status. The dependent variable for this research will be the parent attitudes and awareness scores. A 2x2x2 ANOVA will be conducted to analyse results. This research would aim to have 150 participants. The researcher will physically go to both primary and secondary schools in West Wales to ask teachers to hand out hardcopies of the questionnaires to parents, the researcher already has DBS certificate to gain access to schools. More than 200 copies will be handed out, in envelopes to students, to ensure that enough participants return the questionnaire for effective data analysis. Participants will be recruited through schools and will consist of both males and females of all ages, providing they are parents, from West Wales. 

A quantitative research method will be adopted to obtain results. Questionnaires will be created using Microsoft Word. The questionnaire will consist of two different parts; one exploring attitudes towards inclusive education and another looking at parents’ awareness of inclusive education, in particularly towards interventions that may be in place. Firstly, the questionnaire will provide participants with a consent form which they will be asked to sign and date to give their consent. Secondly, parents will be asked to answer questions regarding their demographics (socioeconomic status, primary/secondary and whether they have a child with a diagnosis or not). Socioeconomic status will be determined by highest level of education received by parents. Participants will then be asked to complete questions regarding their attitudes towards inclusive education and then questions looking at their awareness of interventions. Finally, a debrief form will be attached to the back on the questionnaire providing participants will a full debrief of the aims of the research. Participants will be reminded that their results will be treated with anonymity and the confidentiality. To measure parent attitudes towards inclusive education, a modification of the scale used by Hilbert (2014) who explored the perceptions of parents of young children with or without disabilities attending inclusive preschool programmes, will be used. This questionnaire is a Likert-type survey, originally developed by Rafferty, Boettcher and Griffin (2001). The scale consists of four subscales; two which explore the risks and benefits to children with special educational needs and two exploring the risks and benefits to children who do not have any special educational needs. It was noted that the scale has ‘high internal consistency’ (Hilbert, 2014), with Alpha = .90 for the ‘benefits for children with disabilities’ scale, Alpha = .87 for the ‘risks for children with disabilities’ scale, the ‘benefits for typically developing children’ scale had an Alpha = .83 and the ‘risks for typically developing children’ scored .88. 

https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1075787.pdf - link to scale 
Ethical Consideration - 

This research will be carried out to meet the standards of the BPS Code of Ethics and Conduct. The researcher will take into consideration four ethical principles; respect, competence, responsibility and integrity. 
Informed consent will be asked of all participants before completing the study, they will be reminded that they do not have to participate in the study if they do not wish to do so. Participants will also be debriefed following the study and given the researchers email if they wish to ask any further questions. As well as this, websites that may offer extra advice will be given. The debrief will inform participants of the outcomes and nature of the research, as well as looking at any misconception’s participants may have had. Assistance will be offered if necessary. 
The researcher will have a DBS certificate in order to gain access to schools and the researcher will remain professional and respectful throughout all visits to schools. 
All paper copies will be kept confidentially, and participants will be reminded that all information given will remain anonymous. Appropriate information will be recorded, processed and stored confidentially to avoid inadvertent disclosure. All paper copies will be stored, protected by a lock which only the researcher will have access to. 

The researcher will ensure to be respectful to all participants throughout the study, taking into consideration individual, cultural and role differences. In addition, the researcher will ensure that every effort is made to correct, if any, negative outcomes. 
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