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I also recommend browsing this useful website from the University of Texas.

SECTION A: THE HYLAS EPISODE
Discussion Points

1. How has Valerius Flaccus treated the Hylas myth?

2. What elements can be found in each version and can be considered to be the ‘core narrative’?

3. What are the parallels and contrasts with earlier treatments? Which version(s) do you think
especially influenced VF?

4. Where and why does VF assume knowledge on the part of the reader of previous treatments
of the myth?

5. How do the different versions describe the landscape? Why?

6. Read Ovid’s Met. 3.340ff. on Narcissus: what similarities/differences between these accounts
can you see (look especially at the pool description)? How does this aid our interpretation of
the scene?

7. Hercules’ dream is modelled on Patroclus-Achilles (lliad 23) and Creusa-Aeneas (Aeneid 2).
What do these allusions achieve?


http://uts.cc.utexas.edu/cgi-bin/cgiwrap/silver/frame.cgi?manager,contents
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SECTION B: FLACCUS’ MEDEA
Discussion Points

1.

What kind of heroine is Medea? Which aspects of her mythological character does VF
emphasise? Why?

Which mythological and epic females underlie Medea’s presentation here?

What parallels / differences can you see between AR’s and VF’s Medea? Are we supposed to
have AR’s Medea in mind? How does this affect our interpretation of the epic?

To what extent could VF’s Medea be considered a witch?

Why would Valerius Flaccus have changed the first meeting between Jason and Medea from
the traditional version? How has he used the Nausicaa episode for this section? Why?

What roles are played by Juno and Venus? How does this compare to a. Apollonius Rhodius
and b. Vergil?

Compare VF’s Circe with that of the Odyssey and of AR’s Argonautica. What similarities /
differences are there? How does this aid our interpretation of this epic?



