I wrote my 1000-word essay on the actions taken by French forces in Saint-Domingue, and whether they constitute genocide or not. I had initially planned to write a comparative essay on the actions taken by Haitian and French forces, and to assess whether either side could be considered, under modern definitions, to be guilty of genocide, but rapidly realized 1,000 words were not enough to expand my point as I wanted to. I planned my essay first by finding the niche within the subject I wanted to write about, then finding academic consensus to argue a position: the article “French atrocities during the Haitian War of Independence”, by Philippe Girard, was my initial inspiration to write about genocide. Planning the detail, I read through sources cited by Girard in his article and found the primary sources of contemporary historians and figures writing about their actions. I believe this gave me a good foothold to write my essay, though I planned far higher than the scope I ever could have been capable of matching in 1,000 words. I will need to work on a smaller scale next time. It is, therefore, fair to say that while my methods of planning helped me get material, they did not help me write the essay I was tasked with as effectively as a narrower approach from the start would have.

I have learned a lot to do in the following essays I will have to write. I missed 2 weeks of classes with physical and mental health issues, and so did not format titling correctly, as taught in Academic Writing, which I should have. Additionally, I spent too long focusing on establishing context, rather than arguing my point: I believe I structured my essay for 5,000-10,000 words, rather than 1,000, and had to make quite drastic cuts, rushing into my ending and not arguing my points for as long as I wanted to. Next essay, I will plan more precisely with a smaller argument, to avoid this.
