Am I contemporary?

To begin to answer this question, the term contemporary must be identified and defined. The dawn of contemporary art began with Duchamp's urinal and how it changed art forever. He shattered boundaries within the art world by playfully toying with the “Society of Independent Artists’ salon” he submitted over 100 years ago. From that day on, art has transitioned from beauty being in the eye of the beholder to meaning in the mind of the observer, which places emphasis on interpretation, as now art is defined by the viewer's hermeneutics. Art has become part of a societal conversation which impacts a diverse set of issues not previously discussed; this results in the meaning and context behind an artwork being classed as more important than the finished work itself. This has been criticised as it can be seen as traditionally skilled artists at a disadvantage. 


To be a notable contemporary innovator, one must be disruptive, push boundaries and create a new way of seeing or doing. By placing priority on process over product, contemporary artists are free to experiment and take risks. To do this, you must be fearless and carefree, not concerned with reception. This is something I have not been achieving in my most recent work, as I have been preoccupied with the viewer's opinion of what I am creating. I aim to create work that differs from work I have already seen. Contemporary artists have a consistent style and voice, I am aiming to start to find mine in the next year.


However, if the temporal definition is accepted, I am an artist in the 21st century, so by default, yes, I am contemporary.



