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The impact of 9/11 on British Muslims

Public perception matter especially if it pertains to the majority holding a negative view about a minority group within a state. Europe has dark history when it comes to dealing with its minority communities. The holocaust took place at the heart of Europe only a few decades ago. It is a sombre reminder of what can go wrong if the majority population of a nation hold negative views about its minority population. It may sound drastic to some people to even contemplate another atrocity like the holocaust in Europe again. However, it was the negative public perception of the Jews whipped up by the media which Hitler harnessed into a political apparatus, which not only helped him to power but also resulted in the death of millions of people. It may sound outlandish and highly improbable however, Jil Ronen of the Arutz Sheva cites Moti Zisser a Jewish Business offers a chilling warning, “the new demon in Europe is the Muslims, and it is being built up just like the Jewish demon was built up at the start of the previous century,” (Ronen, 2012).

To deny that the reputation of Muslims in Britain did not undergo some extreme difficulty in Britain after the 9/11 attacks and that Islamophobia is not a social reality is to deny the plethora of research and studies that indicate a surge in anti Muslim bigotry in Britain and across Europe. In many ways Muslims are stigmatised still recovering from that event and in my opinion it will always haunt reputation of Muslims for a very long time. Soon after the 9/11 attack Muslims living in the west became suspect, those accused of the attacks, looked like them, talked like them, professed the same belief and used the Islam to justify their crime. 
All markers indicate a surge in hate crime and the majority of it is targeted against Muslims. “Since 9/11 half of all the Mosques in Britain have suffered some form of attack”, (Rawlinson and Gander, 2013), while a record number physical and verbal attacks especially on women have been recorded. The question has 9/11 damaged the reputation of Muslim cannot be looked at in isolation. There is a much larger context and a historical continuity which feed in to and ratifies public perception of Muslims and their religion. John Esposito (2010) argues, in the late twentieth century, Muslim politics deeply affected perception of Islam and relations between the Muslim and the world and the west, as well as the status of Muslims in Europe and America”, (p, 58). Even before 9/11 Muslims had to go through rigorous loyalty tests to prove their loyalty to Britain which is hardly demanded from people of other faiths groups.

As mentioned before public perception of Muslims in Britain before 9/11 was largely informed by the political conflict in Middle East, the Iranian revolution, the Rushdie affair, riots in English northern towns and the Gulf Wars which provoked outrage and anger from the Muslim community was seen by the public negatively. The spotlight always hovered over the Muslim community questioning their identity, loyalty and belonging, 9/11 however brought new set of challenges for the British Muslims. Since 9/11 number of British Muslims were arrested, homes raided, British Muslims were detained in Afghanistan, taken to Guantanamo all of this further darkened the already negative public perception of Muslims and Islam in UK.

Around five percent of the population of Britain are Muslims however this number is grossly exaggerated by the public, due to media’s misinformation and lies, (MEND, 2014). For the British born Muslim youth “home” is not some distant land in Asia or the Middle East but it is Britain. Whilst pre 9/11 perception of the Muslims in Britain was not ideal as it was largely informed by the media based on national and international events, but it was work in progress. The general feelings of Muslims in Britain is captured by Dilwar Hussain, “Prior to 9/11, one could identify a broad trend of integration or acculturation taking place among Muslims – they seemed to be moving from Muslims who happened to be living in Britain to becoming British Muslims, rooted in Britain, (2011). In spite of the fact that Muslims living in Britain display remarkable loyalty to the state, its democracy and the rule of law they are not accepted by the state or the general public as truly British. Soon after the 9/11 attack public perception of Muslims in Britain changed from tolerance to mistrust and hate. The spotlight negatively intensified, transfixing the popular image of Muslims as radicals, extremists, intolerant, subservice to British values bent on Islamising Britain. Some social commentators have gone as far as calling Muslims as the enemy within and in some case worse than cancer, (Hussain, 2004).

In the wake of 9/11 new lexicon was introduced in the public discourse, Taliban, al- Qaida, Bin Laden, Jihad; terrorism all came to be associated with Islam and Muslims, (Lucy, 2011). One biggest culprit in demonising Muslims which has resulted in created an atmosphere of hate for Muslims among the British public is the media and a few opportunist politicians. That is not to say that the terrorist groups committing atrocities in the West and in the Muslim countries are exempt from blame for their part in demonising Muslims in Britain. However the Media focuses on extreme fringe groups who do not represent Islam or the global Muslim communnity. Their interpretation or misinterpretation of the Quran is rejected by the vast majority of scholars. The media however, is playing a dangerous game by spreading misinformation, lies and exaggerated stories that are adding fuel to fire, (Versi, 2017). The extensive research into the media’s portrayal of Muslims by Sian, law and Sayyid conclude that, “the portrayal of Muslims has been largely negative and stereotypical informed often by a virulent, radicalised Islamophobic discourse” (2012). The negative portrayal of Muslims in the media has found expression in right wing politics. Since 9/11, attacks in London and in Madrid right wing nationalist political parties gained grounds across Europe. The Swiss people’s party managed to secure 29% of the votes in the recent elections. In Britain the English Defence League (EDL) a far right social group is gaining grounds with popular support coming from all segment of British society. 
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