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Language and literacy in the digital age
According to GOV.uk (2024), conversation and storytelling broaden the children's mind and vocabulary, and a wide vocabulary is decisive in whether they become a confident leader. Furthermore, the more words a child knows at an early age the greater their ability to read challenging texts, this in turn increases their ability to learn more words and develop their language skills further. In Addition, according to jstor.org (2024), storytelling in the classroom promotes expressive language development which includes speech and the children’s written composition. Furthermore, it further promotes receptive language development: reading and listening comprehension.
According to (teachingenglish.org), intonation exists in every language, so the concept of it isn't new. Furthermore, intonation can be just as important as word choice, and creates awareness of intonation communication and incorrect intonation can result in misunderstandings, speakers can lose interest or even taking offence in some cases if not understood correctly. In addition, according to wholechildcounselling (2024), teaching kids about tone of voice is very important for their development because it enables them to understand how the way we speak can impact relationships with others, it also helps them understand others by learning how to interpret tone of voice. Being able to understand and use an appropriate tone of voice for different situations can make social interactions easier, avoid confusion, and encourage understanding. Furthermore, tone of voice can show others' emotions, intentions, and attitude, this was used and highlighted in my recording and how my tone of voice was used effectively. Using and understanding tone of voice is an important social skill for children to develop and to help build social awareness, empathy, and communication skills for the benefit for their future. The use of intonation was widely used in my recording, and confidently shows the children the type of mood and situation the characters are in. Furthermore, it helps children in understanding situations and emotions, similarly it further aids the children in being able to remember the context of the story. 
According to (ingostudio) 2024, Storytelling is one of the most important aspects of a child’s literacy and oral development. It further helps them learn new words, helps practice speaking, and helps them understand the structure of storytelling. Not only does it help children in these areas, but it also helps improve literacy skills, listening skills, and social – emotional growth, and creative thinking. According to (BBC) 2024, Children are able to develop abstract thought and start to imagine things that aren't Infront of them – this is a crucial skill that will support their learning across the curriculum, especially when it comes to numeracy and maths. Furthermore, storytelling plays a crucial role in developing a children's emotional literacy, building resilience, empathy and compassion, and helps teach the children how to develop strong bonds which are one of the most important skills a child can learn. As stated in (raisingchildren.net), storytelling along with reading, helps the child get to know sounds, words and language, and develop early literacy skills. Furthermore, it introduces your child to the value of books and stories and also further helps the child’s brain development and ability to focus and concentrate whether that be at home or in the classroom. According to (the national children’s book and literacy alliance) 2024, it states that books are very interactive for children, it demands the children and almost forces them to think, and it is proven that books develop and nourish the child’s critical thinking skills and sets them up very well for the future. Storytelling is proven to comfort and enhance attachment and relationships for children, The theorist Bowlby and Maslow who theorise that stability, safety, love and belonging are extremely important for the child to flourish in to the best they can be, Storytelling has proven that it provides these aspects to children, as mentioned before in my findings.
Furthermore, the site then goes on to explain that books offer children the chance to offer them a wide breadth of knowledge, experience, and information. However, unlike online media, books also offer a depth of a wide range of information. Books will inform the children of other people, other customs, other places, other cultures and traditions. Furthermore, (highspeedtraining) 2024, states that reading can be stable source of information for the child that they can rely on throughout their lives, this stability allows them to further access text in a constant fashion and can be especially beneficial for children growing up in challenging circumstances. It goes on to say that it gives the children assisted cognitive development in the crucial years of their life and enables them to further develop their empathy skill and further develops and deepens their relationships that are in their family, or in the classroom. 
According to (pacey.org) 2024, nursery rhymes provide children with bitesize learning opportunities to develop key developmental skills and can often be a trigger for hours of creative and open-ended play for the children to thrive of off. Furthermore, rhymes are fantastic vocabulary boosters, they often use pleasing rhythmic and simple repetitive that babies and toddlers find very easy to remember and then are able to repeat what they have been taught through the rhyme much easier. To develop their phonological awareness, children must be repeatedly exposed to spoken language and it is proven that nursery rhymes provide the perfect way to do this for these babies and young children. It further states that the opportunity to ‘act out’ a favourite rhyme will be welcome activity for active minds and fidgety bodies, participating in these actions in these songs will help develop their fine and gross motor control skills and well as balance, coordination and the skills needed to follow simple instruction. I am able to link this aspect of storytelling into my own recordings as there are aspects of word use and rhyming in my story.
BBC (2024), further explains that singing nursery rhymes with actions is a great way for babies to develop their motor skills and hand eye coordination just as PACEY (2024) suggested on their web page, it has been proven and mentioned many times that by using rhyme it helps enhance and develop cognitive and motor skills of the baby and for young children, it explains then that developing coordination when they are young will help develop other life skills and help them for when they are older, such as getting dressed and playing sports. It has been stated that rhymes support maths and numeracy concepts such as counting and making rhymes for everyday routine such as bath time or nappy changing time can further help pre school children understand the steps behind these events and help the young children process these events as they come as easily as possible.
According to Leicester county council (2024), puppet play is a fun and interactive way for children to explore powerful emotions and learn effective self regulation skills from the use of these puppets and the gestures. It further helps children develop and learn how to manage their own emotions, puppets also offer a new method to explore emotions and develop empathy for themselves and also for others. The use of puppets in storytelling allows children along with the adults to discuss their emotions in a safe and a fun way, which can help reduce anxiety and stress around emotional topics that may help with overwhelming emotions and traumatic feelings. By assessing my recording i can safely say that i used sufficient props to portray the story in real time and to be able to aid my storytelling by keeping the children’s attention, the research that has been done shows that the use of props aids and enhances the learning experience for the children.
There are two types of effective puppets that can be used, hand puppets and finger puppets. Firstly, hand puppets can help the child effectively relate to the puppets due to the fact that they have more lifelike features and expressions. By using these characters the child can explore a wide range of different emotions and different situations that could loosely mimic everyday life. Secondly, finger puppets and animal finger puppets are better and more suited for much younger babies and children as they are much smaller and much easier to use. Furthermore, using their fingers to move the finger puppets around will also further help to further develop their fine motor skills alongside their emotional regulatory skills. Similarly to the hand puppets, the children can choose which puppet they can use for different emotions, situations, and stories. 
Gestures
According to kids.frontiersin.org (2024), hand gestures play a very important role in helping children learn and remember. When children see these gestures grouped into storytelling, children are more likely to remember the information being given to them than if gestures were not used in this aspect of storytelling, furthermore, gestures improve and enhance children’s learning by seeing iconic gestures with speech the children understood the message much more efficiently and remembered it much better than did people who did only heard speech but did not see gestures within the storytelling. Furthermore, evidence has suggested that gestures have helped children with their education and also memory and the ability to understand the facts and information that is given to them. I assessed in my own recordings that i efficiently used gestures to a degree, as the evidence suggests gestures aid children in being able to memorise and remember the information given to them – the use of face gestures is also included in this.
In conclusion, storytelling, props, and gestures are all a vital part of a children’s early years and education. Furthermore, the way we as practitioners present ourselves when we tell a story or the way we portray it is extremely important on how effective it will be for the child, the way we tell these stories enhances the child’s mindset in every way, it develops their memory, emotional wellbeing and their cognitive and fine motor skills, with the use of props and puppets it further enhances the empathy and emotional development for later on in life which is an extremely important aspect of adult life which will help forge loving and strong relationships with other people in the future. For the future of my methods and how i do storytelling i would suggest that i would need to be a bit more creative in the way that i portray myself, i thoroughly enjoyed the way i used props and intonation to get my story across to the viewers, however i would suggest for the future that i should incorporate costumes and further props in my storytelling to create an even more interesting experience altogether. Lastly, i liked the way i used gestures for my story to get my story across.






References
Hishspeedtraining (2024) why is reading important for children? Available at: Why is Reading Important for Children? | Developmental Effects (highspeedtraining.co.uk) (Accessed: 2 March 2024).
Raising children network (2024) Reading and storytelling with children. Available at: Reading and storytelling with children | Raising Children Network (Accessed: 1 March 2024).
BBC Bitesize (2024) Why is storytelling such a powerful learning tool? Available at: Why is storytelling such a powerful learning tool? - BBC Bitesize (Accessed: 2 March 2024).
Wholechildcounselling.com (2024) Activities for teaching kids how to interpret and use tone of voice. Available at: Activities for Teaching Kids How to Interpret and Use Tone of Voice (wholechildcounseling.com) (Accessed: 3 March 2024).
British Council (2024) TeachingEnglish Using intonation. Available at: Using intonation | TeachingEnglish | British Council (Accessed 1 March 2024).
GOV.UK (2024) The importance of storytelling. Available at: The importance of storytelling - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) (Accessed: 2 March 2024).
JSTOR (2024) Using storytelling to promote language and literacy development. Available at:Using Storytelling to Promote Language and Literacy Development on JSTOR (Accessed: 2 March 2024).
Ingostudio (2024) storytelling development: Language and literacy for kids. Available at: Storytelling Development: Language and Literacy for Kids - ingoStudio (Accessed: 2 March 2024).
PACEY (2024) The importance of nursery rhymes in early childhood. Available at: The importance of nursery rhymes in early childhood | PACEY (Accessed: 2 March 2024).
Leicestershire.gov.uk (2024) The effectiveness of puppet play & storytelling to promote children’s social and emotional development. Available at: The effectiveness of puppet play & storytelling to promote children’s social and emotional development (leicestershire.gov.uk) (Accessed: 2 March 2024).
Frontiersin.org (2024) Hand gestures and how they help children learn – frontiers for young minds. Available at: Hand Gestures and How They Help Children Learn · Frontiers for Young Minds (frontiersin.org) (Accessed: 3 March 2024).
