Krateros
“Protector of the Kings”


	Possibly born in 370(?) BC[footnoteRef:1] to Alexander of Orestis and Aristopatra, Krateros was born into a family of high Macedonian nobility.[footnoteRef:2] There is little known of Krateros’ early and family life. Though we do know that he became a cherished and valuable friend to Alexander, who held him in higher esteem than anyone else.[footnoteRef:3] It is said that he was cherished by Alexander so much that when a quarrel broke out between Krateros and Hephaestion, he put an end to it and took an oath by Ammon which declared that he loved them the most of all men.[footnoteRef:4] [1:  Higbie 1999: 46]  [2:  Heckel 1992: 107-108]  [3:  Plut. Alex. 47.5]  [4:  Plut. Alex. 47.7] 

	Krateros’ had a strong military background, which explains why he was quick to receive promotions while in service to Alexander while presumably at a fairly young age.[footnoteRef:5] Generally always commanding the left in Alexander’s campaigns, he worked under Parmenion until after the battle of Gaugamela in 331 BC when Alexander began to give him more responsibility and autonomy over his portion of the army.[footnoteRef:6] Krateros continued to advance and grow in both power and respect, as he was not challenged for his place as Alexander’s lead general for three years.[footnoteRef:7] In fact, one of the main rivalries it seems Krateros had with fellow generals and companions to Alexander was with Hephaestion. It is possible that Hephaestion felt jealous of Krateros at times because of the obvious admiration Alexander felt towards him. Thus stemmed the statement, “Krateros was king-loving, but Hephaestion was Alexander-loving” (Diod. 17.114.).  [5:  Heckel 1992: 109]  [6:  Heckel 1992: 110-111]  [7:  Heckel 1992: 114] 

	Again and again, Krateros proved his trustworthiness and competence when given tasks by Alexander, and also independently when working on behalf of the king. There appears to be a mutual respect, even in instances of disagreement or the differing of views concerning Alexander’s actions at times. Krateros often opposed Alexander’s newly adopted Persian style and customs. However rather than outwardly vilifying Alexander for his actions, Krateros respectfully reminded Alexander of Macedonian customs in defence of their own culture. This behaviour was not looked upon lightly by the Macedonians, who appreciated Krateros for standing up for their country.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  Plut. Eum. 6.2] 

	Following an altercation with Hephaestion after the battle at the Hydaspes, Krateros seems to have fallen out of Alexander’s favour ever so slightly, and he was not able to restore his pre-eminence.[footnoteRef:9] Ultimately, Alexander placed Krateros in command of a mass of 10,000 veteran soldiers to march to Macedon to return home and for Krateros to gain control of Macedon in place of Antipater upon his arrival. Antipater was then to join Alexander in Babylon.[footnoteRef:10] Krateros appears to have been moving incredibly slowly and had made it to Kilikia when Alexander died. Historians speculate[footnoteRef:11] as to why this was done and if there was any malicious intent behind it. When Alexander died and the question of succession was raised, Perdikkas eliminated the possibility of Krateros assuming control of Macedon in Antipater’s place, as Antipater was far less of a threat to his claim to the throne.[footnoteRef:12] [9:  Heckel 1992: 122-123]  [10:  Heckel 1992: 125]  [11:  Heckel 1992: 126 ]  [12:  Badian 1968: 202] 

	In 320 BC, Krateros left Macedonia with Antipater to join Ptolemy in war against Perdikkas. It was when they were crossing the Hellespont that they engaged in battle against Eumenes, and it was during this battle that Krateros was killed. Upon learning that Kraterus was killed during the battle, Eumenes himself wept for him and regretted the conflict with his friend. Krateros was given appropriate funeral rites and his remains were sent home to his family in Macedonia.[footnoteRef:13]  [13:  Plut. Eum. 7.8] 

	Krateros was succeeded by his son, Krateros II and his wife, Phila.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Heckel 1992: 132] 
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