Legal Issues – Fire Safety in the Hotel Industry
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One of the most critical and major concern of the hotel industry is the aspect of fire safety. Usually a high number of visitors and guests are present in hotels who are mostly not well aware of the emergency procedures and building layouts of hotel buildings and infrastructure. There also exist a lot of potential sources of fire within hotel buildings. Laundry facilities, kitchen, electrical systems are very common sources of fire hazards in hotels. 
Successful and effective installation of fire detection and suppression systems is a very important strategy and responsibility for preventing fire hazards. In addition to that, it is also important to regularly ensuring the proper maintenance of these systems (Chudley and Greeno, 2017). Fire alarms, smoke detectors, sprinkle systems are some of the most common and widely used systems in hotels. Regular testing and inspection, maintenance of these systems are important for ensuring that all of these are working properly and can be used in case of any emergency situations. Proper training, instructions and guidance must be provided to the staff members, employees working in the hotels on what to do in case of fire incidents and emergencies. Additionally, hotel guests should be provided basic instructions and guidance about these as well (NSI, 2017). Establishment as well as enforcement of strict safety measures and protocols must be ensured by the hotel owners and managements for ensuring proper safety, preventing fire incidents and minimum hazards in case of fire incidents (BSI, 2017). Effective and proper storage, handing and maintenance of flammable materials and components should be ensured within the premises of hotels for avoiding fire incidents. Inspection and checking of different types of cooking appliances, equipment, gas supply lines, and gas cylinders should be conducted regularly (LACORS, 2017). Smoking should not be allowed at all the places within hotels and specific smoking zones with proper safety measures should be arranged for guests. Effective and adequate training must be provided to the employees on how to identify and detect potential fire hazards and take prompt initiatives to minimize the adversities (Department for Communities and Local Government, 2017). The designs of hotel buildings must be designed to ensure enough safety exits and evacuation systems. 
For these aforementioned reasons, it is one of the most crucial responsibilities of the hotel managements, owners and decision makers to develop and implement effective as well as appropriate measures, safety standards, precautions and arrangements for assuring the safety of the employees and guests in case of any fire incidents. 
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