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During the industrial revolution the Lower Swansea Valley was an extremely prosperous and successful area. There are a huge number of different reasons as to why the area of Swansea was prosperous, these range from the geology in the area to the location. The copper and other metal smelting in the area contributed massively to Swansea and its success. At the time of the industrial revolution, (Jones, 2014) states how Swansea as well as the surrounding areas and cities were extremely successful due to smelting metals such as copper and tin. If it were not for the industrial revolution Swansea possibly wouldn’t have survived or thrived.  
Location and Geology. 
[image: ] (Faull, 2003) 
(Faull, 2003) shows in their map The coalfields in Wales. One aspect which made Swansea distinct to those around it was that it had a huge number of mines above, to the left as well as the right. The red dots on the map indicates each mine in the Welsh Minefields. Surrounding where Swansea is located there are a huge number of mines. This made Swansea distinctively prosperous as of the huge amount of resources available. (Faull, 2003) shows in the image that the amount of coal in the area made it prosperous. The copper industry in Swansea needed a huge amount of coal. Therefore this was essential for the success of Swansea. In the map below it shows the coal formation surrounding Swansea. This shows that the area was distinctive as of its rich resources. Coal was not only in great abundance for Swansea and its copper industry but also of great quality. Swansea was able to succeed as of the amount and quality of essential coal. 
[image: ] (Cwmamman history, n.d.)
Swansea is clearly located extremely close to the sea, making the area again distinctive. Being on the coast made Swansea easily accessible. (Swansea Museum, 2020) the river Tawe runs through the centre of the area. The river Tawe had 3 miles of river accessible by sea faring vessels. This allowed 3 miles either side of the river so essentially 6 miles long of factories, docks and area where resources could be easily imported or exported. The huge amount of land meant the area became very prosperous. Swansea was based on copper smelting as well as other metals. The fact of the river being so accessible was what made Swansea so distinctive and different. It is what made Swansea so prosperous. No area had both coal and metal ores, Swansea was prosperous in being able to bring the two together and allow a product to be created. 
(White, 2019) explains that as a national and international economy the industrial revolution required a huge amount of coal. Masses of coal was required to power engines, heat smelters and more. Coal was also required to create metals. The metals were essential in powering or allowing the industrial revolution to take place. To create the machinery, equipment and infrastructure coal was essential in providing the heat and energy needed in the smelting process. The coal though was required in much larger amounts than the metal ores. This made Swansea prosperous, it was more profitable to move the ore to Swansea. More coal was needed than ore, making Swansea the ideal location. With the mixture of direct links to the sea, large amounts of coal and land. Swansea was prosperous as of its distinct combination of facilities, location and resources.    
The workers. 
(BBC, 2014) states in 1750 there were over 500,000 residents in Wales. These people predominantly all held agricultural jobs during this period. The economy in Wales throughout the 18th century remained agriculturally based. Resident living off an agricultural economy would be struggling. They would have an unreliable income and crowded industry. Swansea was able to succeed as they were able to access a huge number of workers. The copper smelting industry was much more reliable than agriculture. This made it likely for those in the area to join the industry. Swansea is located in central south Wales. This meant that workers from all directions were coming to the area, from north, east and west. Overall, this distinctiveness made it easier for Swansea to succeed compared to those areas which had to almost start from scratch. It was unlike Blaenavon where there was nothing at all. No town and no workers. They already had a supply in Swansea. (United Kingdom Info, 2019) explains how in Swansea prior to the revolution there was already a small workforce. The mix of a small albeit present workforce in the area and a large workforce desperate for a stable income made Swansea prosperous and successful in always having a workforce.
The Owners and the Land. 
At the time there was a huge amount of agricultural land in Swansea which as of the revolution had been industrialised. (Swansea Museum, 2020) also explains how there was a huge amount of land available on the river side which also had been industrialised. This combination made the area distinct and proved to be a major reason behind their success. (Bowen, 2013) states how the Vivian family of the time were the major or one of the major land and factory owners of the time. Swansea made their money on metal smelting, mainly copper. The Vivian Family owned created the major Hafod copper works. The Vivian Family was only one of several families operating in the area though. This again was quite distinct. There were several different major families operating in the one area. This is a distinctive aspect which aided the prosperousness and success of the area. Having such space and so many different families operating in the small amount of land led to the prosperous success and development of the area. 
(Bowen, 2013) also includes the fact that in South Wales there was a world leading process of smelting created. In 1720 there was a smelting process created and used in South Wales which according to the article was much more efficient and effective than the other methods. The method meant that the ore and the heat source did not come into contact. This meant extraction or the total result of metal was much higher and much easier to complete. For these owners this would have been highly attractive, it would allow them to access much more profitable smelting facilities. For Swansea this made them extremely distinctive and contributed to the success. The “Welsh way” as it was known is something which made Swansea successful. It attracted more investment to the area and allowed more success.  
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