Claudian Eutropius Essay “How does Claudian attack Eutropius in his In Eutropium?”
Eutropius was a notable figure in the court of the Eastern Roman Empire. He stepped up into a power vacuum left by Rufinus (Praetorian prefect in the east) after his death in 395 B.C.[footnoteRef:1] Eutropius held a considerable amount of influence over Arcadius, the Eastern Roman Emperor, making him an opponent of Stilicho. As such, Claudian’s aim with his attacks on Eutropius is to contrast him, both lowering his successes and through that raising Stilicho’s. [1:  Thompson, E., & Spawforth, A.  (2016, March 07)] 

Claudian uses a variety of methods to attack Eutropius in his “In Eutropium”. Some of the most common tactics that Claudian used are mocking and demeaning Eutropius for being a eunuch, accusing him of weakness and insulting his appearance in several varying ways.
The reason for Claudian’s attacks on Eutropius are entirely political, a fact that is well shown by the nature and form of his attacks. Claudian’s patron was Stilicho, a major figure in the imperial court of the western Roman Empire, and an enemy of Eutropius. Eutropius had previously declared Stilicho a hostis publicus (public enemy) in 397 CE after Stilicho sent his army into Greece while chasing the Visigoths.[footnoteRef:2] As such, Claudian’s attacks on Eutropius were intended specifically to discredit and damage the reputation of Eutropius, because of this, most of the attacks focus on his role as consul. [2:  Charles, M. B., & Anagnostou-Laoutides, E. (2022).] 

The biggest component of the attacks on Eutropius is the attacks on the fact that he is a Eunuch. Claudian’s words “All portents pale before our eunuch consul. O shame to heaven and earth!”[footnoteRef:3] are a very good example of the attitude that he uses towards Eutropius’ status as a eunuch. The passage also puts forward the idea that Eutropius’ status as a eunuch is also a cataclysmic issue, possibly implying that his presence insults the gods, something that would be seen by the Roman people as a highly important problem, and also would allow any problems that seem to them to be the domain of gods (such as natural disasters, plagues, crop failure, and many more) to be blamed on Eutropius. [3:  Claudian, “In Eutropium book 1”] 

Claudian also uses Eutropius’ perceived effeminacy as a way to attack him. A good example can be found in “In Eutropium book 1” “Our cities behold an old woman decked in a consul’s robe who gives a woman’s name to the year.”[footnoteRef:4] This insult is a perfect example of Claudian’s attacks on Eutropius. It demonstrates both a personal insult and an insult against him being a eunuch in “old woman”, and gives a political insult in the name of “traditional roman values” in the insinuation of giving a woman power over Rome through the consulship, and through giving the name of the year to a woman. This was likely an effective strategy, as such propaganda based around traditional roles and the proper societal order have been effectively employed by the empire since the time of Augustus. [4:  Claudian, “In Eutropium book 1”] 

Claudian additionally attacks Eutropius for being ugly and unattractive. A good example of this is where he says “And now his skin had grown loose with age; his face, more wrinkled than a raisin, had fallen in by reason of the lines in his cheeks. Less deep the furrows cloven in the cornfield by the plough, the folds wrought in the sails by the wind. Loathsome grubs ate away his head and bare patches appeared amid his hair.”[footnoteRef:5] This particular attack is focusing on the changes brought to his appearance by age, insulting him for the wrinkles and hair loss that come naturally to most with age anyway. This is an example of Claudian’s occasional few insults to Eutropius that could actually be divorced from his status as a eunuch, which dominates the attacks. [5:  Claudian, “In Eutropium book 1”] 

Claudian also makes very heavy use of the idea that Eutropius is a “monster”. The extract: “Men must needs erect monuments to celebrate this infamy; on many an anvil groans the bronze that is to take upon it the form of this monster. Here gleams his statue as a judge, there as a consul, there as a warrior. On every side one sees that figure of his mounted on his horse; before the very doors of the senate-house behold a eunuch’s countenance. As though to rob virtue of any place where she might sojourn undefiled, men labour to befoul every street with this vile image.”[footnoteRef:6] Is a very good example of this, this form of insult makes use of both the effeminacy and eunuch insults found in other parts of the text to come together and make a statement about Eutropius. The passage puts emphasis on how the appearance of Eutropius is monstrous, and that its image is “defiling” every place where it is present. This passage also shows an exaggeration of Eutropius’ influence in the day-to-day life in the Eastern Roman Empire, intending to convey an idea that Eutropius is corrupting Rome with the “Form of this monster”[footnoteRef:7].
Claudian also makes extensive comment on the physical form of Eutropius, saying that “he became but a foul corpse-like body, a mass of senile pendulous flesh”. This is more direct than many of the other insults, and depicts a particularly foul person. [6:  Claudian, “In Eutropium book 2”]  [7:  Claudian, “In Eutropium book 2”] 

“In Eutropium” also extensively depicts Eutropius as weak, both physically and as a person. Claudian claims that to see Eutropius is: “A pleasant sight in truth to see him strain his sapless limbs beneath the weight of the toga, borne down by the wearing of his consular dress; the gold of his raiment rendered his decrepitude even more hideous.”[footnoteRef:8] This is a very typical form of the insults of weakness that Claudius heaps upon Eutropius. It depicts Eutropius as being too weak to even wear a toga properly, perhaps invoking the idea that the responsibility of the position of consul would be wearing him down and that he was unable to bear the position (or any position of power) without faltering. The second part of the passage “the gold of his raiment rendered his decrepitude even more hideous”[footnoteRef:9] once again invokes the idea that Eutropius is unworthy of the positions that he has held, also possibly implying that he is corrupting the position in some way.
The statement that “when his masters ceased to derive any advantage from that withered trunk (for his wasted limbs refused even to make the beds or cut wood for the kitchen fire)”[footnoteRef:10] Is another accusation of incredible weakness. It again seeks to portray Eutropius as weak and incapable, and more then likely intends to show Eutropius as a useless person, and through that question his current station.  [8:  Claudian, “In Eutropium book 1”]  [9:  Claudian, “In Eutropium book 1”]  [10:  Claudian, “In Eutropium book 1”] 

Another very notable way that Claudian attacks and demeans Eutropius is through attacking him as a slave. Claudian claims that the court was unhappy with Eutropius’ place in the court over him being a slave, saying: “Who grieved not to see an oft-sold corpse worm itself into the sacred service of the emperor? Nay, the very palace-servants, holding a prouder rank in slavery, murmured at such a colleague and long haughtily scorned his company.”[footnoteRef:11] This shows quite effectively how Claudian used the accusations of slavery to undermine Eutropius, portraying him as hated, and bringing forth the idea that his presence devalues the court by implying that his status should be lower than that of the palace servants, yet he has wormed his way into the emperor’s favour. [11:  Claudian, “In Eutropium book 1”] 

Claudian also used accusations of sexual immorality, claiming that “Hence sprang Eutropius’ fame; for, though a eunuch’s one virtue be to guard the chastity of the marriage-chamber, here was one (and one only) who grew great through adulteries.”[footnoteRef:12] This is a very common form of attack in Roman propaganda, and is one of the few attack forms that is not directly attached to his being a eunuch, though inevitably it does passingly mention that, as that is a the easiest way to attack Eutropius. This particular passage has a second meaning however, it depicts Eutropius as a failure even to the purpose of a eunuch, making him out to be entirely useless, even to what little purpose Claudian would credit a eunuch with possessing. [12:  Claudian, “In Eutropium book 1”] 

Overall, Claudian uses a number of strategies to insult and attack Eutropius, however, the vast majority of these strategies revolve around the insult of Eutropius nature as a eunuch. The most common forms of these attacks include insulting him for being a eunuch, presenting him as effeminate (or even just as a woman) and attacking him over that, and presenting Eutropius as a corrupting monster. Many of the insults fall into multiple of the strategies for attacking Eutropius, and almost all of the attacks in some way fall under attacking Eutropius’ status as a eunuch.
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