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William Cragh was a medieval Welsh resident, who resided there for almost all his life. In the 12th century, he was sentenced by Lord William de Briouze to be hanged because of his involvement of the attack and death of thirteen of the lord’s men. William was known as the warrior they could not execute, having been hanged twice and was miraculously restored back to life. The information surrounding the life of William Cragh, stemmed from a manuscript called ‘A description of William Cragh’s dead body.’ The manuscript is originally from Vatican City that was written in Latin and was later translated to English. The description displays the brutality of his punishment, and the ways in which his physical appearance was, after being left for death. 
The description of William Cragh's dead body in Vatican City manuscript, was intended to provide evidence of a miraculous event that occurred in the 13th century of Wales. The manuscript tells the account of William Cragh, who was hanged for his crimes, left to die but miraculously resurrected. The description opens by explaining that his body was left hanging on the gallows, with a black face and bloodily parts of the body, citing the brutality he faced up until his death. Witnesses said that it was at that time they knew for sure William was dead. There was no sign of movement, and his posture showed his incapability of any action. The witness went on to draw reference to nature, explaining that it would be impossible for the tongue of a living person to past half of your middle finger. In William’s state, his tongue was inflamed and hanging longer than normal from his mouth, which made it even clearer that he suffered and died.[footnoteRef:1] Other researchers stated that his body was there for three days to dissuade others from committing similar acts at the time. This was regarded to be a manner of punishing the deceased's soul, as the longer the body remained unburied, the longer the soul would be locked in purgatory. Purgatory was a fundamental feature of mediaeval Christian theology, and it influenced how people regarded the dead and their remains.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Vatican City, Vatican MS Latin. 4015, fol. 11r, trans. H. Webster]  [2:  Graham Land, Was Life in Medieval Europe Dominated by a Fear of Purgatory? (United Kingdom: History Hit,2018)] 

The manuscript sheds insight on the social, political, and religious challenges. The description of Cragh's body is interesting because it reveals mediaeval belief in the supernatural and the concept of divine intervention in human events. According to the story, Cragh's resurrection was a supernatural event that could only be explained by the involvement of a saintly character. This belief was a fundamental aspect of the medieval life. This event also demonstrates the tensions between the English and Welsh during this time, as well as the English rulers' severe treatment of rebels. Cragh's remains was preserved and treasured by the Welsh people, indicating that he was possibly seen as a hero and a symbol of Welsh resistance. Furthermore, the manuscript sheds light on current religious issues. Cragh's body was preserved as proof of his sanctity, and it was believed that he had been selected by God. This trust in the divine's power was important to mediaeval religion, and it shaped how people viewed death and the hereafter. The article also describes the church's role in the adoration of Cragh's body, indicating the church's centrality in mediaeval society.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Jussi Hanska, The hanging of William Cragh: anatomy of a miracle, (Finland: University of Tampere,2001)] 

The initial text was written in Latin, which was the language of the educated elites and the church, but it was eventually translated and utilised as second-hand reports for easier comprehension. In the text provided, Harriett mentioned that when translating the Latin text to English, she made a number of changes that would help in making the text more vivid; changes such as punctuations, the use of different or unfamiliar words, and the use of prefixing to help show ownership. In the translated version of the manuscript, the use of punctuation helped in making phrases easy to follow and understand. This format improved the manuscript's reliability and made it more useful to everyone.[footnoteRef:4] The manuscript provides valuable insight that aims to target a broad range of people who are interested in history, medieval studies, scholars, and Welsh historians.  The manuscript does not strike to be dismissed as biased or motivated. This is because it is considered as a factual description of what took place at the event, and the physical conditions of his body after he was executed, that was reported by eyewitnesses. The stories that have been recorded suggest that many people witnessed and are aware of the incident; therefore, it cannot be proven to be false. One may claim that the author had a specific agenda or prejudice, however from the manuscript, the motives were not obvious enough in providing evidence to support such a motive, hence the reason why it can be considered to be impartial. The account of William Cragh's dead body in the manuscript by Vatican City, Vatican MS Latin, is considered as a historical text that provides unique insights on mediaeval justice and supernatural beliefs about death. It provides explicit information of the inhumane actions that William encountered so that people can have a common understanding of the past and the ways in which these events shaped the world today. [4:  Vatican City, Vatican MS Latin. 4015, fol. 11r, trans. H. Webster
] 

Overall, the depiction of William Cragh's dead body in Vatican City provides an intriguing peek into mediaeval European beliefs, and practises surrounding death and the treatment of the departed. It emphasises the role of religion in forming these ideas and practises, as well as the significance of concepts such as purgatory and divine intervention. It also emphasises the idea that death was viewed as a sort of divine vengeance, and that treating the dead was a manner of guaranteeing their spiritual well-being. Finally, it serves as a sobering reminder of the harsh realities of life and death in mediaeval Europe, as well as how religious beliefs and practises shaped these realities.
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