


When is a Castle a Castle: Problems with naming in the heritage industry?
Introduction
Within this paper, there will be an investigation of authenticity within the heritage industry. Authenticity in this context is an enormous subject which can be explored in many different aspects. However, for this paper, the analysis is based upon names and definitions. This will be barely scratching the surface of what this study will uncover in the future. In this paper we will be inspecting the definitions of a castle and the potential misuse of this title, which may have further consequences.
Definitions
First of all, what is the definition of a castle? The Cambridge, Oxford and Collins Dictionary are all in agreement: ‘Castles are large buildings, built by important people [kings, princes and lords] to defend the inhabitant from attack’ (Cambridge Dictionary 2020, Collins Dictionary 2020, Oxford Learner’s Dictionaries 2020) yet the most detailed descriptions of Castles are from Hull (2008) and Prestwich and Coulson (1980):
‘Castles have traditionally been viewed as heavily defended strongholds designed to protect inhabitants from marauding foreign armies or peasants uprisings…to impose control’ (Hull 2008)
‘The castle was the fortified residence…The castle dominated the countryside in every way, military, socially, politically, administratively and economically.’ (Prestwich and Coulson, 1980)
These particular definitions will become important as we delve in further.
Case Studies: Dover Castle and Caernarfon Castle
Throughout Britain and indeed Europe, there is an abundance of Castles to choose from, all of which fit the definitions quite well. Nonetheless, for this study, Dover and Caernarvon Castle have been chosen.
A brief history
Dover Castle: 
			
The castle which can be seen today was built by Henry II in the 1180s and has withstood many tribulations for over eight hundred years, being slightly modified and expanded by later rulers and governments.
From the 1180s right up until the Cold War,  Dover Castle has had an immense military standing. It stands on the Strait of Dover which is the nearest point to and from Europe and Britain. This meant if an invasion was imminent, Dover Castle was the first line of defence, as seen in this reconstruction/reimagined image of the siege of 1216.




Even today, though no longer a hub of military activity, the sheer size still imposes and symbolises British power and past control over this part of the waterways. (English Heritage, 2020)

Caernarfon Castle:
			
This castle was built not to repel foreign invaders but the local people. Caernarfon was built within the Northern Welsh Marches, at around the same time as Conwy and Harlech were being built. These Castles purposes’ were to suppress and control the population (Taylor 1986).
This was not unwarranted, in 1403 and 1404 it had to withstand a rebellion led by Owain Glyndwr which it was successful in doing. 
Caernarfon is the most impressive of all the castles in the North, now as well as then, and made sure to create a clear message: the Normans were here to stay and they were in charge (Taylor 1986, Hull 2008, CADW 2020).
The argument
These Castles highlight the multiple aspects of the definitions. Both Dover and Caernarvon are highly military in their construction for protection and to oppress. Both are the symbols of power and law; both have had an impact on the local population surrounding it (Hull 2008, CADW 2020, English Heritage 2020). 
However, we also find ourselves with establishments assuming the name ‘castle’, when characteristically they are not. The examples that have been chosen in this study are Cyfarthfa and Highcliffe Castle. 
Highcliffe Castle
	Highcliffe Castle is a mansion situated in Christchurch, Dorset, near the coastline. It was built by Lord Stuart de Rothesay around 1831 and was to be a family home. After passing through many hands from that time and several fires, it is now being restored by Christchurch Borough Council, English Heritage and the Heritage Lottery Fund. Christchurch Council is now in ownership of Highcliffe.

Cyfarthfa Castle
	Cyfarthfa Castle was built by Richard Crawshay and stayed in the family until Merthyr Council took control in 1910 and opened it up to the public (Welsh Government 2020). The Crawshays were part of the industrial revolution steel industry, which made the family prosperous. They positioned their ‘Castle’ near the mines which they controlled.
Discussion
	Referring back to the castle definitions mentioned earlier, a castle is a fortified building which was the hub of the medieval town, with a high military presence. Therefore the opposition to calling Highcliffe and Cyfarthfa a ‘Castle’ is that, for the most part, they are none of these. This paper will now examine both buildings individually.
Highcliffe was explicitly built as a family home. Lord Stuart de Rothesay, the person who commissioned it, did have a military background, however this residence was meant to be a place of peace and luxury for his hard work, rather than designing it for military use.
	Additionally, looking at the architecture:







Dover Castle (on the left) is highly fortified, ready for attack, and showing its dominance over the landscape. It wants to be seen by those foreign and domestic to send a message of power by those in charge at the time. Highcliffe (on the right) is a lot smaller than Dover, it cannot be seen from the sea to ward off invaders; it is close, but it is set too far back to make an impact. There is no outer wall for defence and there is nowhere for military men attack from, no barracks, tower, arrow holes, etc.
Cyfarthfa castle was also built to provide luxury for its owners; with the prosperity of the steel mines they were more than likely displaying their success.
	Again the architecture is very interesting regarding the definitions of a castle:







We can see the lack of a military outer walls at Cyfarthfa, however the walls themselves do have a ‘castelleted’ style. This being said, going back to the definitions of a castle these fake attributes would not defend against attack, also there is no evidence of military activity at the site, so this will highlight the site not being a castle because it is not a defending structure.
All the characteristics on both Highcliffe and Cyfarthfa can be argued to affect the authenticity of the sites. The definition of a Castle emphasises the military aspect which both building is lacking. They should be called mansions not castles.
Consequences
	These failings, it can be argued, can lead to major problems for the Heritage Industry:
1) A name defines a site for tourists. When the public has an image and a definition in their minds due to the name, if the site falls short of that expectation this could lead to:
a. Loss of funds (from stockholders)
b. Loss of trust (from stockholders and the public)
c. Loss of tourism in general (from the public)
And for some heritage sites this could be detrimental.
2) It can be argued as immoral. In layman’s terms it could be seen as lying. This will make the industry as a whole look ingenuine and may discourage the public from visiting sites.

Reasoning 
	However, there must have been a reason for why the name of Castle was bestowed upon Highcliffe and Cyfarthfa.
For Highcliffe, more research will be needed to collect first-hand evidence for this; due to the fact the community was involved as well as the sites, this information is hard to come by.
Regarding Cyfarthfa, on the other hand, evidence is a lot easier to find. Firstly, the positioning of the building. It is situated on top of a hill overlooking the iron works, as shown in this image below.






This is a characteristic of a castle, because of the fact that it allows the owners of the mine to oversee their staff/their domain; this highlights their dominance over their land and their employees.
Another characteristic that can compare Cyfarthfa to a castle is the fact that family records suggest that the owner (mainly the father figure at the time) would be referred to as “the King” even by his own children. This can be seen as a sense of dominance by the family and the power which they possess, or a very prominent ego.
Also, as mentioned previously, Cyfarthfa castle has Gothic, medieval architecture which according to academics was popular amongst the elite during the Victorian era.
However, do these attributes make Cyfarthfa a castle? For that the definition must again be consulted. With regard to Cyfarthfa, the biggest element of a castle is still absent: it is not a military defendable structure and was never intended to be, many of the architectural features (ramparts, towers, and arrow slits) are merely a façade to create the illusion of power and dominance. 
Conclusion 
The final question is, does all this really matter? Does it matter that any of these sites mentioned are called castles? All the sites within this paper are ultimately tourist attractions. Tourists, it could be argued, may not care about definitions or what characteristics do or do not make a site and whether this makes a site genuine. If we follow this line of enquiry, does the question of authenticity come into heritage at all, if the main demographic of visitors simply want to have fun and enjoy their time at a destination?
Overall, does it matter is these castles are called castles? Yes, it does. Because the main and most valid point of all this is these heritage sites teach us about the past, they have access to the biggest audiences and they have an obligation to inform these audiences about the past as authentically as possible. If the sites decide to continue calling themselves ‘castle’ when evidence indicates they are not, then they are misinforming guests and teaching them an inauthentic past. 



