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1.Compare and contrast two different play-based approaches, you should include a critical analysis of the curriculum guide.
The curriculum for Wales is legislation for children 3 up to 16 and it ensures that all schools in Wales have the cover and learn the same things (Welsh Government, 2024). The curriculum for Wales is also a guidance for settings and schools to develop and their expectation of the assessment of the children to support their learning progress (Welsh Government, 2024). 
The curriculum for non-maintained settings and nursery’s has been made by practitioners and it has been made to help the children who will be going into the 3-16 curriculum and to ensure that all children have the best start of the curriculum for Wales (Welsh Government, 2022).
Welsh Government (2024) explain that the curriculum for Wales has a lot of strengths for the children and the curriculum and how they developed their curriculum to support the children. The Welsh Government (2024) explains that the curriculum for Wales shows that the schools have a stable and strong leadership style that has been done throughout the schools. Another strength that the curricula has is that their supporting and school partnerships have been improved by different partnerships going out within the school to help and teach children on different things (Welsh Government,2024). The curriculum for Wales also has a good and high standers of strong quality teachers that are looking for the best out of the children (Welsh Government, 2024).
The curriculum for non-maintained settings has many strengths in their curriculum that have been approved by estyn (Estyn, 2023). One of the strengths is that most of the children who are in the curriculum are making good progress within the curriculum (Estyn, 2023). Estyn(2023) has also stated that the curriculum for non-maintained has done a great job of a child-led settings and that children have all opportunities to have a child –led play. Estyn (2023) also explains that all the practitioners in the settings give the children the opportunity to explore for them self and to help them become more developed in that aspect but can also understand when they must get involved to help the children. 
[bookmark: _Int_IQKRKESR]Both the curriculum for Wales and the curriculum for non-maintained settings have similar things that they both have done well. The Welsh Government (2024) states that the curriculum has been doing better for children's mental health and well-being and has become more developed in the area of children's health and well-being. While the curriculum for non-maintained settings has the same development of children's health and well-being my stating that the care and well-being of children has had a really good effect on children's development (Estyn, 2023)
The curriculum for Wales and the curriculum for non-maintained settings also have a few of the same weaknesses. Estyn (2022) explains that the non-maintained has had struggles and difficulties when it comes to staff and how they can be short staffed at points or have a harder time helping children develop because of the lack of staff and timing. While the curriculum for Wales suffers from the same struggles that the non-maintained do with the lack of staff or having problems of acquiring new staff members (Power, 2020). 
When it comes to the curriculum, they also have problems with teacher training because these teachers who are looking after the children need to understand the importance of their jobs and ensure they have the correct training but do to many different things like funding it can course a problem of teachers not having enough training (Evans, 2015). While (Estyn, 2023) says that they do all they can to ensure all staff have the correct training to ensure they are looking after the children correctly and help the children develop as much as they possible can.  
While yes, the new curriculum has been better for the school there are still things that need to be sorted or redone to have a better curriculum that looks at the development of the whole child and that also looks at children that have additional needs (Curriculum for Wales, 2022). Curriculum for Wales (2022) also says what needs to be improved in the curriculum is that teaching should be more fun for children in the classroom because children will learn better through the fun compared to a quite classroom. While the curriculum for non-maintain settings is all about children having fun when they are developing the curriculum is all about a play-based approach because they know that children develop better when they are having fun compared to sitting a classroom (Curriculum for Wales, 2022). The Welsh Government (2024) also says that the curriculum for non-maintained settings has given children more opportunities to develop and learn through play and to express themself how they like. 
The Welsh Government (2022) also status that the curriculum need to improve of having a better understanding of additional learning needs and being able to change things about the lesson or the work that will help the children who do struggle with additional needs to develop the same as everyone else and to meet the children needs. While the curriculum for non-maintained settings always has a child center approach and looks at the needs of the child and will help the children that do have an additional learning need and help them the best they possibly can (Welsh Government, 2022).
[bookmark: _Int_1dXIpJ4W]When it comes to both curriculums there are many barriers with them both that will affect the children's development. The problem that curriculum for Wales and the curriculum for non-maintained is that there is a clear split between the both of them and the guidance and the curriculum are doing 2 different things for children 0-3 compared to the 3-16 (Macdonald, 2018). The problem is the curriculum for non-maintained and the curriculum for Wales should be a follow up because children should be getting ready to go into the curriculum for Wales but that curriculum is completely different compared to the curriculum for non-marinated settings that are looking at play-based and letting children develop on their own while the curriculum for Wales are more structured and have certain development stages they wants children to reach at each age (Macdonald, 2018). 
Estyn (2020) also talks about that teacher and staff following the curriculum for Wales also have difficulty linking and getting children that are in primary schools ready for secondary school and that there should be more planning for children to have a smooth and easy transition with the curriculum. Macdonald (2018) then agrees by stating that there always is a clear spilt from the curriculum for non-maintained to the curriculum for Wales also then children going from primary schools to secondary and that teachers should be getting them ready for secondary schools. 
Welsh Government (2022) explanted that another barrier that teachers have when working with children is having the time to help all students or doing extra things to help the children out who maybe have additional learning needs but the teachers don’t have the training or the time to help the children develop as much as they can and ensuring all children have the development they needs and not being left behind in their work. 
What needs to happen next to ensure that children have the best outcome and the curriculum for Wales and curriculum for non-maintained are doing everything they can to help the children develop. The curriculum for Wales and the curriculum for non-maintained settings need to come together and have a similar curriculum to ensure that when children do move from one to the other that it is not a big move and children will feel comfortable with the other and will have a clear few of what will be happening instead of just going from one to another (Macdonald, 2018). The Welsh Government (2022) also says that the curriculum should have a better understanding and new approaches for children with additional learning needs and how to help them with the curriculum and learning in a new curriculum. 
2. Considering the concept of the ‘unique child’ critically evaluate methods of assessment, progress tracking and age or stage related development models with play-based curriculum. 
[bookmark: _Int_32iDUPwK]Firstly (Worcestershire County council, 2023) explains that the unique child means that every child is unique not all children are the same, you will not have 2 children who are the same and all children have their own way in learning or being them self. Anon (2024) also, stats the importance of the unique child and its important because all children develop and learn in different ways and the ways that they feel comfortable in and that they learn better at and to take all the opportunities they want and have to help them develop. 
Murchan and shiel (2017) status that there is no one role that assessment has in education it is simply there in education is to provide information to the teachers and help them understand how to help the children in places that they are struggling in. NSW Government (2021) stats that teachers use different observation methos, so they have a clear idea of the child’s development and all data that teachers get from assessments are collected to ensure that always have the best for the children development. 
[bookmark: _Int_wNP6ZYU4]When it comes to assessment and observation there are many different ways that teachers will assess children. One type of assessment is a checklist observation and that is when the teacher will have a checklist with specific things they would like the child to do and they will mark it off if the child can do it and not if the child cannot and the purpose is to help teachers track children development and millstones (Care learning, 2024). Care learning (2024) also says that a checklist is a good observation because it is fast and easy for teachers to see what children can and cannot do and it does not take much time to do a checklist with every child in the class. 
But when it comes to checklist assessment there are many different barriers that happen such as the checklist is quite limited in what the information says, and it will not look at all aspects and will miss certain aspects of children’s development (Study prism, 2024). Laser learning (2016) also agrees by saying that a checklist observation is not really focused on whether or how a child does complete a task all the checklist wants to know is if the child can or cannot do that task. The checklist are very strict on what a child can or cannot do such as a child might be really good at counting to ten with an adult but because they cannot count to ten or their own they would not have a tic in that box because the box says can the child count to ten on their own they would not be able to tic it because the child did it with the adult ( Laser learning, 2016).
Another way of observation or assessment is free description. Laser learning (2016) explains that free description is a free writing that teachers do, and they watch the child for a period such as 10 minutes and they must write down everything they see the child do like the children interaction with their children or what toy are they playing with and if the child says something they must note it down. 
The advantages of using free description are they provide a detailed description on what the child likes and dislikes but also how the child is developing and how the understand different thing that teachers can then look out to help the child (Care learning, 2024). Another advantage is that the teachers have a more detailed understanding of that child and how the child develops and what stage is the child at and how to help them move forward on their learning and this method of observation is one of the most detailed observations for teachers (Study prism, 2024). 
[bookmark: _Int_BFzFpoju]But there are many disadvantages when it comes to free description. Laser learning (2016) says that a huge disadvantage that doing free description is that it is very time consuming, and teachers do not have the time to do every child in their class. Study prism (2024) also says that all the information and the writing can be overwhelming to go through because after writing all the information the teachers then have to go back and look at all the data they have found and put it into bullet points for everyone. 
When comparing the checklist and the free description you can see that the disadvantages and the advantages are opposite to each other. Laser learning (2016) explains that doing a free description is very time consuming for the teachers because they do not have much time on their hands. While (Care learning, 2024) says that doing checklists is very fast for teachers to do and does not take that much time and the teachers can do all the children. 
 While an advantage of free description is that it is very detailed and see how the children develop in different ways and the teachers can see what areas that the child may need help in and where they are doing very well but they have developed in a different way to other but are still doing that thing (Study prism, 2024). While (Laser learning, 2016) says that while doing the checklist id fast it does not really describe or look that much into a child development on many aspects because ether checklist is very strict on what it says and if the child has a problem doing it or needs doe help they cannot tick the box meaning the child has not develop even if they have just not in the certain part.
When it comes to observation there are many different reasons that not all children will have the same stage of learning even if they are the same age because the unique child learns at different time or will have something that makes it harder to learn and develop such as additional learning needs (Birth to 5 matters, 2024). 
While it is good to do observations on children that do have an additional learning need because the teachers can see how much progress that child is making and where they need further support but it can be a barrier for children because if teachers are asking children to do a specific think that child can get shy or overwhelmed and not do it and the teacher will then say they cannot but in reality then actually do it (McLeod, 2023).
While (Care learning, 2024) agrees that observation children with checklist and other things can be hard with children with additional needs it is also important that they do be assessed and observe and the best one is free discerption because the teachers can see what that child can cannot do without going up to them and taking them feel overwhelmed and the child can be happy playing or talking while the teachers observe them.
Welsh Government (2021) talks about helping children with additional needs in different ways by what kind of additional need they have such as a child could have a medical need or there first language might not be English and then importance that teachers or staff member have though children's best interests and ensuring they can develop as much as they can. 
[bookmark: _Int_gNfYnron]3. Write a blog suitable for a professional publication (for example nursery world, small talk) linked to consideration needed when implementing a play-based curriculum/ curriculum change. 
[bookmark: _Int_XF4YrVHH]In this blog I will be talking about additional learning needs (ALN) and more specifically Autism and how that affects children in the early years in the play-based curriculum and how it could be changed to help the children with additional learning needs. I will be talking about what autism is and how does it affect children of a young age. I will also be looking at the curriculum for Wales and the non-maintained curriculum and see how that affects children with additional needs and to see if the curriculum is helping them or if things need to be changes. 
Firstly NHS, (2022) explains that not all children or adults that have autism have the same type of autism there are different types of one that children can have like one child could be non-verbal and find it hard to interacted with other children but another child could have a sensory autism that find it hard with loud noises. Not all children that have autism will have the same type of one that will react to things the same (NHS,2022). National autism society (2024) also state that more than 1 out 100 people are diagnosed in the UK that would be more then 700,000 people. When a child is diagnosed with autism it can affect children in different ways. Children may not be able to reach the milestone development that their friends or other people in their class are at (Cherney, 2021).  National Institute of Mental Health (2024) also says that children with autism can have different diagnoses such as finding it hard to communicate there feeing and being non-verbal but also haven repetitive behaviour that they cannot help but do things 2 or more times, but they cannot help but do it.
Bennie (2020) explains that the importance of play for children is crucial when it comes to helping children develop but when children have autism it can influence their play and how they experience it. Play can be difficult for children that have autism because they experience and see things in a different way such as children who are non-verbal will struggle to interact with other children to do not being able to understand or communicate back to them (Bennie, 2022). But Elbeltagi et al, (2023) explains that play therapy for children with autism can help them with their ability to express themselves though play and help them develop in different ways and to also make them comfortable in the environment there in and how they are playing.  
Children with autism will play in different ways compare to other children, they maybe play with the same thing every day or playing with different objects in a different way with their senses (Autism west midlands, 2020). Raising children network (2024) explains that children with autism have should be having 6 different types of play to help them develop like pretend play because children with autism can struggle with  pretend play and don’t understand it but adults can help children with understanding and interacting with pretend play. But Autism west midlands, (2020) explains that there are different ways that can help children play and that it is important to have children engage in the play to help them develop and if a child likes routine also have a part of the day for play time for them to enjoy and develop. 
When it comes to the play-based curriculum there can be challenges it that will not support children have been diagnosed with autism. Manikiza (2015) explains that the curriculum may have to change or must be different for children with autism around play and change the teaching approach around play with the children. Before the curriculum for Wales there was the foundation phase and that had many barriers for children with autism and did not have many ways to help them develop. Myburgh (2019) explains that the foundation phase has many different millstones that children must pass but some children that have autism cannot reach though millstones due to their different ways of learning. There are many barriers that children phased when it come to the foundation phase because it was so strict and had to follow them all but the children that have autism or any other learning difficulty have a hard time reaching the milestone which will then pull them back and they will not be at the right leaning development due to the impact of the foundation phase (Myburgh, 20219). 
Although the foundation phase did not work for the children with autism nut the new curriculum for Wales have implemented more beneficial ways to help children with additional needs. Government (2021) has also implanted a national strategy for children with autism and they are doing to help improve children education and to support them throughout all the transactions children must go through, they also want to have a system that supports children in education or not by 2026.  Welsh Government (2018) also has suggested different intervention for supporting children have research thoughts millstone such as play-based approach to help them with their communication and social interactions with other children. 
Government (2021) also explains why a new  strategy has been implemented and what they want out of it because the last autistic act was in 2004, and that act was only for adult so now the government was to put a approach in for children that also have autism and how they deal with it within education. Government (2021) status that only 5 in 10 teachers are confident and understanding of how to support children with additional learning needs and that is given children a bad experience in school so they wasn’t to do an approach and strategy that with help and support children with additional need and will educate the teachers of how to support them. 
While children are still struggling with education with having additional needs the government are finally implementing strategy that will help and support though children to have the best outcome, they possible can have from education. The Welsh government are also now taking  account of how many children actually suffer from autism and can finally understand that though children might learn in a different way and has now made a specific strategy for the children with additional needs that will improve the children with additional learning needs development and can have the same teaching and development that any other child would have. 
[bookmark: _Int_C4W0x6Dr]In the end all children who do have an additional learning need should have the same development and teaching that all other children have even if the teachers have to change a few things to help though children they should still deserve to learn. 
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