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[bookmark: _Toc28454529]Introduction 
[bookmark: _42fz0td3i9b5][bookmark: _Toc28454530]Background 
A virtual learning environment is basically the educational technology with the using of some effective as well as an efficient web-based platform in order to provide a relevant educational process. In the present situation, many institutions are used to make an implementation of this educational system in order completion overall enhancement of present educational structures and also the process of education. 
[bookmark: _9hn5b3txi96r][bookmark: _Toc28454531]Rationale 
In the current scenario, the application of virtual learning system is considered as the most relevant and essential process in order to completion and enhancement of the present educational structures. However, many institutions which do not use this education process may face several problems according to manner (Savin-Baden et al., 2017). Such problems that basically used to make impacts for not using the virtual learning system in an educational institution are as follows; Students are not able to get the benefits of e-learning in order to enhance their overall capabilities relating to the educational procedures and they cannot develop and enhance their skills and knowledge in order to effectively use of web-based learning procedures. It reduces their self-motivation in education. 
[bookmark: _xnoum1tfkt33][bookmark: _Toc28454532]Research aim and objectives 
Aim: 
Aim of the research is to determine the impact of Virtual Learning Environment on the experiences of the students in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
Objectives:
· To identify the importance of Virtual Learning Environment in student’s learning 
· To determine the impact of VLE on knowledge and memorising power of the students
· To identify the challenges faced by the instructions to implement VLE
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[bookmark: _4xbaewhoobcx][bookmark: _Toc28454533]Review of existing literature 
[bookmark: _Toc28454534]Concept of Virtual Learning Environment 
According to Elledge et al.(2016),the virtual learning system is basically considered as the process of educational technology with the using of some effective as well as an efficient web-based platform in order to provide an efficient education system for the learners. It is basically the computer-based education system, which is basically used in order to enhance the qualities of the present education system. 
[bookmark: _Toc28454535]Benefits of VLE in increasing student’s learning experience 
In order to enhance the overall knowledge and memorising power of the learners, in the present condition many educational institutions are used to apply this particular process of virtual learning. As opined by Penland et al.(2019), through the process of e-learning education system, the institutions are able to enhance the overall qualities of the present education process in an effective and efficient manner. Along with the improvement of overall educational qualities, this education system is also able to make some relevant developments in students overall skills and educational process. In order to apply the relevant learning experiences, the VARK model is considered as the most essential and relevant chapter.  The VARK model is considered as the process of learning style inventory, which consists of the four most common learning styles, those are Visual, Auditory, Reading or Writing, and Kinesthetics. 
The relevant benefit for the user of this particular process is, it is used to provide Online Learning Accommodates for individual learners in order to enhance the overall quality of education. The students can easily able to access their lectures easily at any time. The students can easily get their relevant notes with just one click. With the use of an effective e-learning process, the students are able to create and communicate with the new training, policies, concepts, and also the ideas. This particular process of e-learning enables educators to get a higher degree of coverage in order to communicate the essential message in a consistent way for the relevant learners. 
[bookmark: _Toc28454536]Challenges faced by the instructions to implement VLE 
As observed by Savin-Baden et al.(2016), the overall education system as developed with the use of the effective and efficient virtual learning process, simultaneously it is also faced some potential drawbacks, which are basically used to create a negative impact on the overall education structure of the learning procedures. Such challenges which are normally faced during the implementation of the virtual learning process are as follows;
With the use of this particular process, the students have mostly faced the challenges relating to the overall adaptability of the e-learning process in order to enhance their overall capabilities. Along with such learners are also not able to handle this system due to the reason of technical issues. The students who are not able to access the computer and other similar technology are also not able to get the benefits of this overall educational system in an effective and relevant manner. 
[bookmark: _Toc28454537]Literature gap 
In the previous literature, the overall benefits of the e-learning process system relating to enhancing the overall quality of education and the benefits relating to the access of lectures are also discussed. Along with such this literature is also used to provide the quantitative research approaches in order to complete the overall research process. 

[bookmark: _Toc28454538]Research methodology 
[bookmark: _Toc28454539]Qualitative research method
[bookmark: _njhg1r9qtnu]The Qualitative research method is used to define as the scientific process of observation in order to gather non-numerical data for the purpose of overall depth analysis of interviews, evaluation of the case study of research in order to complete the overall purpose of qualitative research. Qualitative research has not been done in this study (Bresler and Stake, 2017). 
[bookmark: _s5bf6mukhrqs][bookmark: _Toc28454540]Quantitative research method
[bookmark: _ikd9xk1bl2ky]The Quantitative research method is used to present the overall objectives of the  measurements and the statistical, mathematical as well as the numerical analysis of relevant information (Wiek and Lang, 2016). This particular process is basically conducted through the questionnaires, relevant surveys and also through the process of  manipulating pre-existing statistical data with the use of calculation techniques. Survey has been used to collect quantitative data in this research.
[bookmark: _3js1w7w4ldwt][bookmark: _Toc28454541]Population 
Population refers to all individuals from whom data can be collected. Population of this research study has been 100 students.
[bookmark: _tz3u0uyy55qs][bookmark: _Toc28454542]Sample and sample size 
Sample refers to a part of the population from whom data is collected directly for evaluating the research outcome. Sample size for the research has been 42 students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London. Sample has been selected with the help of simple random non-probability sampling method in which students have been chosen randomly to reduce the possibility of biases.
[bookmark: _6bdyty9yooap][bookmark: _Toc28454543]Data collection process 
The necessary primary research data for this project was obtained by conducting a quantitative survey among the 42 students belonging to the chosen sample. The justification behind this selection is in the fact that through a survey, using a set of closed form questions the desired research outcome can be obtained in a seamless manner. This is to say that the close form questions that have been used in this survey to find out the impact of virtual learning environment on the institute students’ academic performances, were carefully designed to assess these implications. The using of closed form questions were also necessary to extract proper responses from the students without them evading any significant fact.

[bookmark: _Toc28454544]Findings, analysis and discussion 
Q1 What are the major impacts of VLE(virtual learning environment) in terms of enhancing academic experiences?

	Options
	Respondent numbers
	Total respondents
	Percentage of the respondents 

	Increases learning interest
	15
	42
	36%

	Visualisation
	13
	42
	31%

	More hands on learning
	4
	42
	9%

	Better understanding
	10
	42
	24%


Table 1: The major impacts of VLE
(Source: Learner)
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Figure 1: The major impacts of VLE
(Source: Learner)

Analysing the responses for this given question it was found that 36% of the students, which is the majority, believed that using visual learning techniques the interest in academic works can be significantly increased. This is to say that the most promised benefit of VLE was found to be its role in engaging more number of students for any given subject matter. Further, it was also found that the second most popular opinion, that was held by 31% of the surveyed population, was that using VLE was greatly influential in increasing the visual aspects of the learning process. 
Q2 How VLE can improve academic performances for the students?

	Options
	Respondent numbers
	Total respondents
	Percentage of the respondents 

	Easy recapitulation
	13
	42
	31%

	Better memorisation
	11
	42
	26%

	Less preparation time
	4
	42
	9%

	Concept clearing
	14
	42
	34%


Table 2: VLE in improving  academic performances
(Source: Learner)
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Figure 2: VLE in improving academic performances
(Source: Learner)
It was also found that a 34% of the surveyed students were convinced that using VLE could help them in clearing intricate concepts in some of the critical subject matters. This opinion clearly reflected a major benefit of the virtual learning techniques as concept clearing in regard to critical understandings of some of the subjects topics were one of the major necessities for these students. Further, it was also found that 31% of the surveyed students also believed that easy recapitulation of the academic subjects was one of the appealing features of the VLE in their institution.
Q3 How strongly do you agree that VLE can assist learning complicated subjects?

	Options
	Respondent numbers
	Total respondents
	Percentage of the respondents 

	Strongly agree
	11
	42
	26%

	Agree
	14
	42
	33%

	Neutral
	7
	42
	17%

	Disagree
	6
	42
	14%

	Strongly disagree
	4
	42
	10%


Table 3: VLE in assisting learning complicated subjects
(Source: Learner)
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Figure 3: VLE in assisting learning complicated subjects
(Source: Learner)
In analysing the responses made to this question it could effectively seen that 33% of the surveyed students agreed that using VLE in any academic process can help learning complicated subject matters. It is not insignificant that in these responses, a 26% of the respondents strongly agreed to this fact. This makes their combined claim much more evidential to suggest the beneficial effect of VLE in this matter. It was however, also observed that 14% of the students disagreed with this statement which makes the case for finding the reasons behind their disagreement. In order to improve the usability of VLE in future times these findings would be absolutely necessary  
Q4 How far do you agree that VLE can reduce time in the academic learning process and improve memorising power?

	Options
	Respondent numbers
	Total respondents
	Percentage of the respondents 

	Strongly agree
	13
	42
	31%

	Agree
	10
	42
	24%

	Neutral
	6
	42
	14%

	Disagree
	8
	42
	19%

	Strongly disagree
	5
	42
	12%


Table 4: VLE in reducing time in the academic learning process and improve memorising power
(Source: Learner)
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Figure 4: VLE in reducing time in the academic learning process and improve memorising power
(Source: Learner)
It was found that 31% of the surveyed students strongly agreed with the fact that using VLE can significantly reduce learning time and subsequently improving the memorisation of the learned topics.
Q5 What are the major challenges of VLE as faced by the students?

	Options
	Respondent numbers
	Total respondents
	Percentage of the respondents 

	Technical complexity
	19
	42
	45%

	Poor guidance
	7
	42
	17%

	Difficulty of data searching
	12
	42
	28%

	Reduction in academic standard
	4
	42
	10%


Table 5: The major challenges of VLE
(Source: Learner)
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Figure 5: The major challenges of VLE
(Source: Learner)
It was a crucial find that 45% of the surveyed students expressed their opinion that  technical difficulty associated with the VLE in their institution was the major obstacle for this system to reach its full potential in helping them.
[bookmark: _Toc28454545]Summary of the findings 
It was found that some of the impacts of VLE were extremely beneficial for the surveyed students of the institution as most of the participants expressed their opinion that using visual techniques increased their interests in learning various academic subjects. Further, it was also found that many of the surveyed students were positive in  confirming the fact that having VLE at their institution helped them in quality academic preparation with less time and with increasing clarity on their subjects. It was however also found that some of the students were facing difficulty in mastering the necessary technological skills required for utilising VLE at their institution.
[bookmark: _f8rk2ekyxe3g][bookmark: _Toc28454546]Conclusion and recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc28454547]Conclusion
This research project was carried out to assess the various impacts of the virtual learning environment for the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London and using a quantitative survey method the set objectives were effectively met. It was found that VLE was greatly influential in eliciting quality academic performances from the students who participated in the survey. Nevertheless it was also observed that using VLE at this institution required further technological training of the students with proper mentoring so that they could effectively take advantage of this learning system.
[bookmark: _Toc28454548]Recommendations
· The students at the institution should be provided proper mentoring with respect to using the facilities of virtual learning environment 
· The students also need to be provided with clear instructions as how to search authentic study materials and resources using VLE.
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