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Architecture in your home town


[image: ]Context and historical background 
The Jennings Warehouse
[footnoteRef:1][image: Austin Partnership on Twitter: "Structural works progressing well at the  Jennings Building #porthcawl… "]The Jennings Warehouse was designed and built in 1832 by James Allen as a store room for coal and iron ready to be transported from the harbour. At the time the [footnoteRef:2]’Warehouse of the Llynfi Iron Company’ was a lot larger than most warehouse units to provide storage option for the expanding possibilities of the future but to also to protect goods during harsh weather conditions, as it stands along the edge of rocks overlooking the water. In the 1920’s the warehouse was used as a cosy corner site, with a cinema, roller skating rink and a variety of social events in the summers, until it the warehouse closed to the public in march 1997 and left abandoned. It was then converted to its current design by DS Properties and Ellis Williams Architects in 2017. The Jennings warehouse was built beside the harbour and slipway and is easily recognisable in its surrounding landscape. The location and positioning of the warehouse have been designed so that the back-dining areas of each restaurant looks out to sea and as it’s sited just above sea level the design lessens the divide to nature and incorporates it. [1:  http://www.bridgend-today.co.uk/article.cfm?id=102087&headline=Public%20get%20early%20taster%20of%20plan%20for%20Jennings%20Building&sectionIs=news&searchyear=2015
]  [2:  www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk
] 


The Rest
[footnoteRef:3]The main section of The Rest was designed by the Architect John Pritchard in 1874, with the left wing and water tower added in 1891 by G F Lambert, the rear left wing in 1900 and the right side in 1909 by E M Bruce Vaughan. The design and construction were funded by the Porthcawl, Llynfi and Dyffryn coal and iron industries as a way to solve the growing issue of injured and ill coal miners and industry workers. The wealthy Talbot family donated the plot of land as a contribution from the iron industry. The front of The Rest faces the main town area of Porthcawl and out to sea, making the views of Porthcawl’s beaches visible through the grand windows of the Rest. It could also be designed this way as a symbolism of wealth, a façade of empathy and accountability for the injured miners. It’s looking over towards the town which could indicate that the Architect wanted to reinforce the idea of responsibility and pride of the Talbot family for the wealth responsible for Porthcawl’s economic growth. [3:   www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk] 


[image: ][footnoteRef:4][image: ]Plan and Section [4:  https://www.bridgend.gov.uk/media/1993/sd61.pdf
] 

[image: ][footnoteRef:5] [5:  https://democratic.bridgend.gov.uk/documents/s17566/P%2018%20711%20FUL.pdf
] 


[image: ]The Jennings Warehouse
[image: New lease of life for derelict Jennings Building in Porthcawl - Wales Online]
[image: ][image: ][footnoteRef:6]These designs showcase the possibilities of the interior use of the newly Developed Jennings building, created at the proposal stage of the design. This CAD developed perspective plan is affective at demonstrating the scale of the Jennings development and how the plan that’s being proposed interacts with the public and its surroundings. These plans aren’t accurate to the final outcomes the way that it demonstrates the feeling of the building, these planning drawings and diagrams aren’t available to the public and so I could net seem to find an elevation drawing of the Jennings but this recent photograph demonstrates the height and length of the structure in relevance top its surrounding context. [6:  https://studylib.net/doc/8385412/the-jennings--porthcawl-13-03
] 






[image: Jennings Building Porthcawl Wales][footnoteRef:7] [7:  https://ewa.co.uk/en/portfolio-item/jennings/
] 

[image: ][image: Plans revealed to turn Porthcawl's Rest Home into seaside apartments -  Wales Online][image: ][image: ]
[image: ]

The Rest
[footnoteRef:8][image: Savills | The Links, Rest Bay, Porthcawl, Glamorgan, CF36 3UP | Properties  for sale]These elevations of The Rest ‘Links’ is detailed and effective for demonstrating the scale of each separate section along with its colours and texture. The elevations from different orientations shows all developed areas and the difference in opacity with different buildings in each example helps identify the perspective and depth of the plot. This detailed red line view from above successfully illustrates the outline of the whole site which gives an idea to the complexity of the layers of the Rest which have been added throughout the history of the building. The aerial camera view clearly demonstrates the scale of the whole development and where is sits in its surrounding landscape. This CAD design image illustrates the possible design proposal for additional luxury apartments to be constructed and sold.  [8:  https://www.acornpropertygroup.org/development/the-links-rest-bay-porthcawl/
] 



 Materials and Light
The Rest
[footnoteRef:9][image: The Links | Apartments for Sale in Rest Bay, Porthcawl | Acorn]Because of the scale of the establishment, the Rest is very profound in the skyline and dominates it’s surrounding landscape. The exterior walls are consisting of coursed red rock faced sandstone, with red and blue brick with ashlar masonry on some walls. The roof is dressed with quality welsh slate linking the aesthetic with the landscape context, and designed with style similarities to chalet roofs with the extended eaves all around. The exterior design is grand and has design similarity’s to Georgian and Victorian Architecture with the vertical pillars, the placement of windows and their mullions. There’s moderately high amount of natural light on the inside as there is nothing to block the sun coming through all day long and the Rest features many windows and most of the front facing windows are tall and span most of the room height. [9:  https://lrmplanning.com/project/rest-porthcawl-bridgend/
] 


The Jennings Warehouse
[image: RICS Award for The Jennings | EWA]The Jennings warehouse was originally constructed from limestone rubble dressed with a mixture of stone and brick but over the years the Jennings has had restorations to certain areas of the structure, using concrete as a replacement material. The windows are arched
and the exterior has a consistent industrial/traditional theme with the use of weathered wood, traditional sort
one and metal structures showing a consideration to historical context. The roof features welsh slate and terracotta tiles for the ridges. Skylights have been added in recent years into numerous places on the roof, creating the possibility for more natural light. Double doors made from full glass were added to the building in the regeneration to draw light into the space.


[image: /var/folders/gt/sv783p356wg4c0tdnywrt3nh0000gn/T/com.microsoft.Word/WebArchiveCopyPasteTempFiles/IMG-105-730x420.jpg]Use
The Jennings Warehouse
[footnoteRef:10][image: /var/folders/gt/sv783p356wg4c0tdnywrt3nh0000gn/T/com.microsoft.Word/WebArchiveCopyPasteTempFiles/IMG-2-730x420.jpg]The Jennings building won the 2018 RICS Regeneration Award for its ability to have transformed the decaying warehouse into a simple but beautiful structure that’s revived the docks and brought a new purpose the structure and to assist regeneration in the town. The current Jennings Warehouse has several restaurants’ and cafes alongside each other, each one backing out onto a balcony style outside eating area. It features a Double Zero Pizzeria, The Harbour Bar, Coffi Co and Esplanade café, which are all successful businesses which brings back life and revenue to the building and pier area of the sea front. The layout of every section of the warehouse is slightly different because of the different company’s but the but the way that people move through each building and how they function is relatively similar. [10:  https://ewa.co.uk/en/jennings-wins-rics-2018-regeneration-award/
] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]The Rest
[image: THE HARBOUR BAR AND KITCHEN, Porthcawl - Menu, Prices & Restaurant Reviews  - Tripadvisor]The Rest was originally designed to be used as a place of rest and hospice for the injured workers of the coal mines. When Porthcawl’s industry grew the amount of working population who were injured were causing a strain on local hospitals and so the Rest was created to compensate for this issue. After its first reinvasion the mid 1900’s, the Rest functioned as a care home for the elderly for several years, before shutting down and left boarded up until it was renovated for use as luxury apartments.



Conclusion

To conclude the findings of this project, the differences in purpose and design aesthetic is both buildings are very different but at the same time creatively similar. The theme and textures used in both structures are comparable due to the time period of the designs.          Both buildings demonstrate the importance of the coal and iron industries to the growth of Porthcawl and its great architecture. Both buildings are a testament to importance and relevance of each building for the people of Porthcawl when they were constructed. It’s interesting how even now staying at the Rest apartments is a symbol of wealth and on the opposite side the Jennings is a sign of hard work and economic gain. This project has made me think about the historical context of architecture a lot more, but next time I would like to create my own section and elevation drawings. 
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