Character Dossier
My character for the module, is a high ranking official within the court of the Satrapy of Media and Persia. She serves as an advisor to the Satrap on both economic and military matters and when the need arises has also served as an ambassador to other civilisations and to the Seleucid Royal Court. My character is from Persia as is historically accurate for the time, as despite the area being under the official control of the Seleucid Empire, day to day governance continued much as it had during the Achaemenid Empire with both Seleucid and Persian officials being members of the Satraps court (Dusinberre, 2013, p. 32).
My character’s name is Amitis, having been named after both the wife of Cyrus the Great (Mallowan, 1972, pp. 1-17) and Amytis a princess of the Achaemenid Empire and the wife of Megabyzus (Granger, 1996, p. 119). My character, despite being a member of the court of the Satrapy of Media and Persia, was born in a more rural area of the Satrapy (Tuplin, 1987, p. 110). However, due to of her father’s business, him being a high ranking merchant that travelled to many places for his business, she spent much of her young life in Persepolis giving her a wider understanding of how different peoples live their lives (Nemet-Nejat, 1998, p. 28). Due to the great amount of time she spent within the cities, she has a great appreciation for nature, and when not working, she spends much of her time in the gardens of where she is, though her favourite gardens are those at Pasargadae.
Despite having a head for trade and for figures and numbers, as taught to her by her father (Fisher, 1984, p. 12), and despite having travelled with him on several of his trading excursions as she got older, my character is not comfortable on the road, and much prefers to stay within her homeland and keep her attention on internal matters. However due to her position in the court when she is called upon to travel to different courts to serve as an ambassador she does so, if with bad grace.
Due to her position with dealing with economic matters my character has to be aware of the trade that is going on within and without Media and Persia, what goods are in demand outside Media and Persia and what goods are in demand within the society. One of the ways in which goods could travel at the time was by the Royal road built by Darius the Great and still in use during 225BC with stations that could provide fresh horses to riders along the route (Graf, 1994, p. 189). Media and Persia could export luxury items such as mirrors and vases, with some being exported as far as Egypt. They could also serve as a way point between East Asia and the Western courts and societies allowing the control of the trade of ivory, gold and perfumes from India (Finley, 1973, p. 23), whist the agriculture of Media and Persia would allow for the production and exportation of Barley and other crops to any society that would have need of them (Dandamayev, 1972, pp. 258-64). Furthermore, my character would have to keep a watchful eye on the production and yield of grapes, as Persian wine would have been a wealthy export (Waters, 2014, p. 37). 
Due to the way that Media and Persia control the land mass between the Caspian Sea and the Persian Gulf it is essential that my character keep tight control of the taxes and trade both internally and externally as they have a level of responsibility if there are difficulties in the movement of goods over land and in the harbours of the cities on the Caspian Sea and the Persian Gulf. 
Furthermore, in my character’s responsibilities as a military advisor to the Satrap, it is important for my character to know the ways in which the army is formed, and the best ways to both transport and supply any troops that are in battle, traveling to or from battle, or not currently engaged in any tactical manoeuvres in order to ensure that in the event of a conflict involving my character’s country that the conflict is as expedient as possible. As an extension of my character’s role within the court, they must also be available to petition the Kings of other courts in order to ensure an advantageous position for the court of Media and Persia. 
One of the aims of my character is to preserve the existing trade routes that we already have into the Seleucid empire and into East Asia and to potentially expand them even further to the West and East ( Khan, 1972, p. 123). My character would like to perpetuate a monopoly on the trade between the East and the West in order to strengthen Media and Persia’s position on the world stage. In line with this, my character would also like to expand the boundaries of Media and Persia, either by a cultural and economic exchange of ideas, or by military action in order to help Media and Persia to regain some of the strength and power of the Achaemenid Empire. 
In my character’s position as the official of trade and economics, she would like to combat the sale and keeping of slaves, helping to foment rebellion in cases where prevention is not possible. This is due to both my character’s experiences with people of less fortunate station than herself, and as an extension of the history of Persia within the Achaemenid Empire not having an existing institution of mass slavery (Farazmand, 1998, p. 1643). Due to the way that people who might have been considered slaves within the Achaemenid Empire often having similar lives to the average member of Persian society (Farazmand, 1998, p. 1642). As there is little information regarding Media and Persia under the Seleucid Empire it can be assumed that similar practices were taking place within Media and Persia as might have been under the Achaemenid Empire and allows it to form a basis for my character to be against mass institutional slavery outside of their society. 
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