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Explanation
I have created three foundation phase (FP) lesson plans and three key stage two (KS2) lesson plans which promotes Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC), Science and the Wider curriculum. I have chosen the age of six to seven for my FP lessons, within these lessons I will be using a range of the outdoor and indoor environment to teach my resources. I have used themes such as life cycles of garden creatures, living a healthy lifestyle and the seasons. I have chosen the ages of eight to eleven for my KS2 lessons. The themes that I have chosen are daily Tudor life, Islam and Christianity, recycling and renewable energy. 
ESDGC is defined as ‘links between society, economy and environments and between our own lives and those of people throughout the world’ (DCELLS 2008:4) ESDGC is important because it enables children to gain positive experiences of learning which allows them to understand that not everything and everybody is the same within the world. It also teaches the children that society, economy and environments are all linked together. ESDGC should be ‘an ethos that can be embedded throughout schools, an attitude to be adopted, a value system and a way of life’. (Estyn, 2014:2) rather than it being subject specific that would be taught in schools, it should be embedded within every lesson in schools. In the Brundtland Report there were three fundamental components of sustainable development which were highlighted. Environment was the first component where there is a need to conserve and enhance resource base this is possible by changing the ways in which we develop and use technologies gradually. Economic growth is the second component, it should be revived and developing nations should be allowed a growth which is in equal quality to the developed nations. Social equity is the third component where basic needs of employment, food, energy, water and sanitation must be met by developing nations. This must be done in a sustainable manner then there is a definite need for a sustainable population. (Brundtland Report,1987) The report defined sustainable development as ‘development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.’(Brundtland Report,1987: 4) This is the basis of why the ESDGC document was introduced by the Welsh Assembly Government for all schools to follow and implement within every lesson taught. 
Within the ESDGC there are seven themes that should be considered; these are Health, Wealth and Poverty, Choices and Decisions, Identity and Culture, Consumption and Waste, Climate Change and The Natural Environment. These seven themes aim to provide teachers and learners with opportunities to consider local and global issues throughout the world. They should then be able to make links between social, environmental and economic issues that are spread across local, national and global areas. This means that learners will not only focus on their own lives but also the impact that these issues have on other people’s lives across the world. ESDGC encourages schools to challenge learners, where they are then able to engage in culturally diverse experiences, which means they can critically evaluate their own values and attitudes which will therefore enable them to challenge injustice, prejudice and discrimination in the future. (Estyn Report, 2014) 
In 2006 however, Estyn published a report ‘Establishing a position statement for Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship in Wales’ this showed the findings from a baseline survey in schools and further education colleges in Wales.  The report concluded teachers and advisors were unable to confidentially and clearly define the definition, purpose and benefits of ESDGC they were also more confident on promoting sustainable development rather than global citizenship. The report also showed although schools were enthusiastic about promoting sustainable development, however, they were unable to link skills that are associated with ESDGC. It was apparent that something needed to change to ensure teachers had a better understanding of ESDGC so that they can promote ESDGC within the classroom and therefore ensure that learners will be learning effectively. (Estyn, 2014) Following on from this report the Welsh Assembly Government produced a guidance document ‘Welsh Assembly Government: Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship- A common understanding for schools’ in 2008.  This was created as a guidance for schools to develop their own knowledge and understanding of ESDGC and how they can effectively deliver it within the classroom using all the skills that ESDGC promotes. 
The National Curriculum for Wales is changing following the ‘Successful Futures’ document (Donaldson, 2015) written by Professor Graham Donaldson. There are four purposes of the curriculum where it is stated that all our children and young people will be ‘Ambitious, capable learners who are ready to learn throughout their lives. Enterprising, creative contributors who are ready to play a full part in life and work. Ethical, informed citizens who are ready to be citizens of Wales and the World. Healthy, confident individuals who are ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society’ (Donaldson, 2015: pp29-30) Within the new curriculum there are six areas of learning and experience: Expressive Arts, Health and well-being, Humanities, Languages, Literacy and communication, Mathematics and Numeracy, Science and Technology. Along with the six areas of learning there are also three cross-curricular aspects: Literacy and Numeracy and Digital Competence. (Donaldson, 2015) ESDGC is important and it should be taught through these six areas of learning in both FP and KS2. ESDGC is linked very closely with four out of the six areas of learning such as the themes health and choices and decisions of ESDGC can be promoted within the health and wellbeing area of learning. 
All seven of ESDGC themes can be promoted within all areas of humanities area of learning. ESDGC themes of the natural environment, climate change, consumption and waste and choices and decisions can be promoted within science and technology area of learning. Finally, all ESDGC themes can be promoted through debating skills in the languages, literacy and communication area of learning as well as Curriculum Cymreig being promoted within it. ESDGC is extremely important as it prepares learners for the future where they can discover different themes and topics where learners can debate and discuss different ideas and opinions and how they can improve on themselves, their values and beliefs and decisions for the future. There are also whole school projects which helps promote ESDGC such as eco schools where there are eco committees who try and help and preserve the natural environment using pupil voice which links with the ESDGC theme of the natural environment and Donaldson where it is encouraged for activities to be pupil led. ‘The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015’ also links with ESDGC and how important it is to teach it in schools. Within the ‘Well-being of Future Generations Act’ (2015) there are seven well-being goals ‘A globally responsible, prosperous, resilient, healthier, more equal, cohesive communities, vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language and a globally responsible Wales’ (Well-being of Future Generations Act, 2015: 3) These goals promote ESDGC themes effectively and with a combination of an emphasis on ESDGC, the curriculum areas of learning and the ‘Well Being of Future Generations Act (2015)’ it is vital that schools and institutions use and promote ESDGC within lessons to ensure that learners are ready for the future with a sound understanding of how their actions effect social, economic and environmental issues locally, nationally and globally. 
I chose Knowledge and Understanding of The World as the area of learning for my first FP lesson plan where children will be learning about the different life cycles of garden creatures, create a life cycle wheel and a clay model of that garden creature. This follows on from their prior knowledge from their trip to the National Botanic Gardens. This lesson promotes ESGDC because it promotes the Natural Environment where the children are able to ‘Develop a sense of awe and wonder at the beauty of landscapes, habitats and living things’ study ‘the variety of living things’ and begin to understand that ‘different habitats support different animals and plants’ (DCELLS, 2008:27) I believe this is important to teach and enforce to the children as it shows that different creatures have different habitats and there are a variety of different creatures in the world where they develop and live differently to others. This lesson also meant that there is the opportunity to enforce to the children why it is important to help protect these creatures and their habitats to help protect the environment. This lesson also uses creativity skills which is important as children need to be able to express their ideas creatively, I have also included Literacy and ICT skills as children are using the iPads to research their garden creature and therefore need to read information and understand the key points in order to complete this task. 
For my second FP lesson I chose Personal and Social Development, Well-Being and Cultural Diversity as the area of learning. During this lesson children will be learning what a healthy and balanced lifestyle is which promotes EDGC theme of Health. In this lesson children will create their own Eatwell plate out of arts and crafts materials which incorporates the creative development skills from the FP curriculum ‘design and make simple products and mechanisms’(DCELLS, 2008:47) This lesson promotes ESDGC theme of Health because it gives children the knowledge and understanding of what a balanced diet is, it also encourages children to eat a balanced diet and ensure that they exercise regularly to make sure they maintain a balanced lifestyle. The lesson also promotes ESDGC theme choices and decisions where the children can begin to understand that their ‘choices and decisions have consequences’ (DCELLS, 2008: 26) as their choices and decisions have an influence on their body and therefore, they should make the right choices such as eating healthy to make sure that they are looking after themselves properly. In this lesson there is opportunity to promote Literacy skills and ICT skills as children will research the origin of their favourite fruit using the iPads, this means that children need to read and obtain information in order to understand it. This lesson also promotes numeracy skills as the children are using pulse meters in order to record their pulse so they can observe how their bodies change when doing exercise. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]My third FP lesson the area of learning I chose was Knowledge and Understanding of The World as the area of learning where children will learn about the different seasons and the environment during the changing seasons. This lesson promotes ESDGC theme Natural Environment due to one aspect stating that children should understand ‘how environment changes with seasons and land use’ (DCELLS 2008:27) in this lesson children will decorate pictures of four tree to resemble each season where they will understand that during the seasons the trees change and the environment changes too. This lesson also promotes ESDGC theme Climate Change where children will understand that ‘weather changes with the seasons’ (DCELLS 2008:27) Within this lesson the children will also be using scientific skills where they will be able to make links between causes and effects and they will also be using Literacy skills, discussing their work throughout.

For my first KS2 lesson I decided to have the theme of the Tudors where children will be using their historical knowledge and understanding skills within the lesson. This lesson also promotes ESDGC theme Wealth and Poverty as children will be able to understand ‘the effects of inequality on the quality of people’s lives’ (DCELLS, 2008:30) as children will be looking at the poor and rich people’s daily lives during the Tudor Period where they will then compare it with the present. This lesson will ensure that children are appreciative of their lives compared to the poor people during the Tudor period where they had limited food, drink, toys and education. They will also understand that the poor and rich had totally different lives and this effected their quality of their lives. This lesson also promotes Literacy and ICT skills as children are researching to find out the information about the Tudors daily lives. 

My second KS2 lesson has the theme of religion where children will be looking at the differences and similarities between Islam and Christianity. This lesson promotes ESDGC theme Identity and Culture where children will understand ‘that people have differing beliefs and values and cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live’ (DCELLS, 2008:30) This is an important lesson to teach I believe because it is essential that children understand that not everyone is the same and not everyone believes in the same things. This lesson promotes how to be respectful of others and what they believe which is essential for children to learn for their lives, it also includes Literacy skills where children need to write about the information they have found out from their research on the iPads. 
My final lesson plan for KS2 is themed around recycling and helping the environment. Within this lesson children will use their scientific skills and knowledge. This lesson promotes ESDGC the Natural environment as children will be thinking about ways in which they can help save the environment. The lesson also promotes Climate change where children will understand ‘ways to reduce energy use and the energy use of others’ (DCELLS, 2008:31) this is important as children will need to understand the ways to reduce energy for their future. This lesson also promotes ESDGC theme choices and decisions as children will learn ‘that environment can be affected by the decisions we make individually and collectively.’(DCELLS, 2008:30) I believe that this was also an important aspect to teach the children as it encourages them to make the right decisions in life with consideration for the environment and living things. Within this lesson the children will create an information leaflet on how to save the environment, this will develop their Literacy skills. 
To conclude, I believe that ESDGC is a very important aspect to teach in Wales. I believe this because ESDGC incorporates social, economic and environmental issues within not only locally but nationally and globally too. I think it is vital that teachers teach learners the skills and understanding based on the seven themes of ESDGC to ensure that they have an idea of how to deal with the present and future issues within our world.  
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