Seminar questions to explore for Terrorism and hostage taking
1. How can the work of Social Psychologists help us understand terrorism?
2. Are the police more resilient that the ordinary lay person?
3. Are terrorist’s mad/bad/abnormal, or are they normal individuals?
4. Are they psychopathic, given their extreme and immoral behaviours?
5. Do suicide bombers have a similar psychological profile to a suicidal individual?
6. Is there a specific personality type that is more likely to become a terrorist?
7. How difficult is it to anticipate a terrorist attack?
8. Why is hostage negotiation so risky?
9. What does Borum (2011) mean when he refers to the consistent qualities of terrorism: diversity and complexity?
10. What does Victoroff (2005) say about the demographics of a terrorist?
11. Are terrorists rational human beings?
12. Can we apply social learning theory to terrorism?
13. And what about psychoanalytical theories?
[bookmark: _GoBack]14. Finally, what can cognitive psychology tell us about terrorism?

