The attempt to ontologically reconcile the human and non-human has been widely debated in academia. Drawing mainly on Donna Haraway’s concept of ‘becoming-with’, this research looks at the relationship between humans and “inanimate” non-humans and explores how they become coagents in the shaping of their mutual identities. This is illustrated by looking at the specific case of speleologists and caves and by reflecting on how their co-histories are formed through the lens of affect.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Engaging the “inanimate cave” in this discussion entails questioning what it is to have agency. For that I turn to ideas of materiality that bring the non-human and the “inanimate” to the fore as actors and further broaden the discussion by contending that in order to understand this relationship of affect, the human has also to be involved in the process of being a materiality. How are the seemingly distinct materialities of the speleologist and the cave creative actors in the process of ‘becoming with’? Who becomes through this encounter?

Haraway’s idea of ‘contact zones’, the place or occurrence where an encounter between humans and non-humans takes place and unfolds, finds similar echoes in speleology. Whilst searching for new caves speleologists tirelessly pursue their own geological ‘contact zone’, a place where two different types of rock meet and sometimes become holes that grant them access to an otherwise unmet cave. This physical and conceptual point is where speleologists and caves often have their first encounter, and it is along these not always straight lines that I follow how the actants of these stories intersect paths. Illuminated by the light of speleology, I attempt to reconnect the affective entanglements of this relationship and surface its ontological dimensions. This is presented throughout the text as a series of stories and discussions that become more and more intertwined, the methodology intentionally mirroring the open-endedness of the process of ‘becoming with’.
