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[bookmark: _Toc33626748]Introduction
The “secret of success” poster is designed to give the reader some knowledge on the responses they received to the question “what are the main reasons for success?”, the questionnaire was given to people from different social classes and their responses are laid out on the spider diagram with different colours representing each of the three social classes.
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The background colour used on this poster is subtle and doesn’t distract the reader from the message the poster is trying to give, the background doesn’t make it difficult for the reader to read any of the text on the poster and also doesn’t clash with any of the other colours on the poster. One of the main colours used on the poster is black, black is used on for all the text, borders and gridlines, this colour is makes reading text easy as even when the text is small however is isn’t an appealing colour and can make the poster look quite dull which may put people off from being interested I the poster. The other colours used are orange, blue and pink for the graph, these colours look good when they are on their own but clash when put together. On the graph these three colours have a high transparency level which makes them very difficult to separate and read when they cross over each other. The colours on the graph vary from being medium, high and low hues this makes understanding the graph difficult as some parts of the same colour stand out more than others which gives an impression that they may not be related or that one part is more valuable than the other, in Stephen Few’s article of using colour in charts he highlights the importance of not mixing different hues in the same chart if the colours have the same importance, he states that charts should stick with a “single hue and vary intensity from pale colours for low values to increasingly darker and brighter colours for high values.” [1]
[bookmark: _Toc33626751]Text
The text sizes on the poster make it difficult to read as they are very small, the text on the graph I exceptionally difficult as it is very small size and also some of the text is written sideways which is not a natural reading view for people. The title for the poster has a larger text size than the rest of the poster but it is not eye catching and doesn’t get people’s attention to read the poster because it is still too small. The main body text size is readable however the reader must be up close to understand it, this text is only a small bit bigger than the axis and key titles, this doesn’t allow the main body to stand apart from the poster and get people to become interested in it. The axis and key titles are roughly size 11-12pt which is way too small to be able to be read from a short distance for this text to be readable a meter away the text must be 16-18pt [2]. University of Birmingham say in their article on making a successful poster that the text should be readable from at least a meter away [2], this poster does not achieve this as the main body text is only readable up to about 1/3 of a meter away and the axis and key titles are only readable when about 30cm away. 
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The graph used on the poster is suitable to the data being displayed and could allow the reader to easily compare the responses from the different social classes however this poster uses the graph in a very bad way. The main mistake on the graph is that the reader can’t properly distinguish between the different responses form the different social classes, this is because the colours change shade when they cross over each other making the user have to think hard about which one is which. There are also no labels on the y axis so the reader has to try and guess what the graph is trying to say, the numbers on the graph don’t have any context which makes understanding it very difficult, it is very difficult to be able to tell what it means to have a high or low number on each category [3].
[bookmark: _Toc33626753]Graphics 
Most of the graphics which have been used on this poster have not been used correctly, all images and graphics used in graphs must be used correctly and the reader must be able to grasp and interpret clearly and quickly [4]. On the axis there are small graphics which correspond to the axis label, some of these graphics work well and are clear to understand and some are not so clear. One graphic which has been used well is the graduation cap used on the “good education, high qualification” label, this graphic works well because that image is widely used in connection with education and most people would instantly make the connection with the two. The graph also uses some graphics which are not easily recognisable, the “cunning, cheating” label uses a graphic with a cartoon face behind a mask, this graphic is very similar to the one commonly used in relation to drama so a lot of people wouldn’t make the connection to cheating so easily and this could cause some confusion to people not able to read the text.  
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The first improvement for the infographic is to change the text size, the size for the title  should be 36pt, the main body to be 18pt and the axis titles to be 16pt. This improvement would allow the reader to view the poster from a further distance and  would also make the poster more accessible for people with bad eyesight [2]. 
The graph also needs to be put into context as the current graph doesn’t have any labels on the y axis, without these labels the figures on the graph have no context and makes the reader have to guess what the graph means. The label would need to be meaningful and be relevant, “number of responses who agree with the statement” would be relevant and be in the proper context.
The colour scheme on the graph also needs to be improved to make it easier for people to be able to better understand the graph, the current scheme can make the graph confusing to understand as the colours change hue throughout the graph, to improve this the graph would need to stick to colours which have the same hue. The colours I would recommend are green, blue and purple with the HEX codes #008040, # #008040 and #AE59B6 respectively. These colours have a ratio of 3.28 which passes the WACG guidelines [5] which makes the graph more accessible for everyone. Below is an example of the colours.
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