Judges
Chloe Foulis 
[bookmark: _Int_rlQUthkY][bookmark: _Int_ZSyUERBP][bookmark: _Int_OJw42CV7][bookmark: _Int_JcTxIxjX]A judge is a crucial member in the English legal justice system. This is because they provide the jury with information, and they then decide the overall outcome for the defendant. This essay is going to be about the role of a judge and whether they are servants to the public. It’s also going to tell us the powers that are conferred upon them in the face of the court. It will also cover information about the law and what it is really like to be a judge and the position that they are in and whether the law should be clear and intelligible.	Comment by Sian Turvey: Is this really what the essay is about? What about making the law clear and intelligible? 
[bookmark: _Int_kAkIoDSA][bookmark: _Int_Fc2m9OG5][bookmark: _Int_QQSTtvfk][bookmark: _Int_fUSwtwG8][bookmark: _Int_ieqHirYn][bookmark: _Int_ujx6wIbo][bookmark: _Int_xst7RD7E][bookmark: _Int_EoLRGSpM][bookmark: _Int_m5MKgjoN]According to (Cownie, Bradney & Burton, 2010, p155) “Judges are those people who will be the final determiners of what English legal reasoning says about any particular set of facts before them”. Most individuals have an image in their heads of what a judge may look like, but do they understand their value and importance in the English legal system and what responsibilities they have in their hands when they are in the eyes of the court? They are prime members of the court. Without them there would be no direction in court and the law may be used in the wrong ways it could also be at risk of ending up in the wrong hands. This could lead to important cases such as murder or rape Being jeopardised. ‘Perverting the course of justice’ would be an ongoing matter without judges. According to (Elliot & Quinn’s 10.1) “under the rule of law judges are expected to deliver judgements in a completely impartial manner, applying the law strictly, without allowing any personal preferences to affect their decision making.” This makes them reliable, and it may reassure members in the court room that the law is well cared for. Judges also have a lot of power when it comes to controlling the power of the state. They can do this through the process of judicial review. After the passing of the human rights act in 1988, the amount of power judges held grew largely because it enabled them to be able to control work by parliament and the executive. (Elliot & Quinn's 10.1). 	Comment by Sian Turvey: Review this citation. 	Comment by Sian Turvey: Where is your evidence for this statement? Don't make unsubstantiated claims. 	Comment by Sian Turvey: Where is your evidence in support of this claim?
[bookmark: _Int_8MK8siNR][bookmark: _Int_D8Sn2pOe][bookmark: _Int_hpbXhFeA]According to (PlEA) judges ensure that cases follow out smoothly following the rules of the court, judges also have the responsibility of stating any evidence and making sure it is fair between both parties and everyone gets the opportunity to speak about their involvement in the case. A judge also has the responsibility to ensure that the rights of people in the courtroom are protected. To follow through with these rules a judge needs to be fair and have solid morals because they must deal with diverse groups of people. 	Comment by Sian Turvey: What is this reference?
[bookmark: _Int_CAgzPwVv][bookmark: _Int_BOkwEkYc][bookmark: _Int_qM1l0nYO][bookmark: _Int_AvIzz034][bookmark: _Int_PrV2433z][bookmark: _Int_7GjiZlOP][bookmark: _Int_igjwjk8C][bookmark: _Int_8Pjoy1XX][bookmark: _Int_LEH5tRzO][bookmark: _Int_6tmMK6Ug][bookmark: _Int_By6jqbqa]Judges are servants to the public. This statement can be looked at from different perspectives. Yes, judges certainly handle the law in court and make sure that the members of the jury have all the information that they need. “The judge directs the jury as to what is the relevant law, and the jury then has to apply the law to the facts that it has found and thereby reach a verdict” (Elliot & Quinn’s 12.2). They also hold the responsibility of protecting the rights of the individuals in court. However, are judges responsible for the outcome when they are only passing down the law? The final decision is left in the hands of the jury. Although, I do agree that judges are trustworthy and are key members of the court. A reason for judges being such trusted, valuable members of the court is because it takes years of arduous work and dedication it isn’t an easy job role to achieve. According to, (The Supreme Court) Lady Black of Derwent became a Justice of the Supreme Court in October 2017. She attended university and became a lawyer. She specialised in distinct parts of the law, which includes family and criminal law. This shows her wide range of knowledge. Lady Black also has experience in teaching law to students in the 1980’s. This proves to us that before her judicial appointment in 2010, that she was already familiar with sharing aspects of the law with others and her time as a lawyer proves that she was trusted by diverse groups of people to protect their rights and use the law in an equitable and professional manner. Lady black earned her title as a judge through her years of experience and ambition. This shows that becoming a judge is not a straightforward process.	Comment by Sian Turvey: Do not write in the first person. Too many questions so your narrative doesn’t flow. What does a servant to the public mean?	Comment by Sian Turvey: How is this information relevant? 
Judges handle the law and ensure that it is fair, does this make them a servant to the public? However, although they are prominent members of the court, they still must follow the rules that are appointed to them. According to (Elliot and Quinn's), Judges are to follow the act of settlements 1700. This means that they are only to leave the office if dismissed by the king. So, if necessary, judges will leave the office if told to do so by the king who will also be on petition with both Houses of Parliament. It is exceedingly rare that judges are dismissed because of the challenging work and dedication it takes to be in their shoes, however it does happen and there are a few reasons for judges to be dismissed if necessary. Circuit and district judges can be removed If the lord Chief Justice consents to the disorderly conduct. This is under the courts act 1971. A more recent incident which occurred in 2015, three judges were let go for the inappropriate use of their office computers. It was proved that they were using the office technology to watch pornography. This shows that judges have a strict set of rules to follow and to succeed they must have a fixed mindset to continue holding responsibility for the law and the rights of people they are representing in front of in court. These examples show that judges hold a lot of power and that they have a strict protocol that they must follow.	Comment by Sian Turvey: Where is your evidence for all these claims? 	Comment by Sian Turvey: Improve your referencing. 	Comment by Sian Turvey: How is this relevant? You are not linking back to the essay question. This paragraph has not citations so where is your evidence? 
[bookmark: _Int_9ucZtLwI][bookmark: _Int_dOkxLmsi][bookmark: _Int_ABIQ2KQf]The law should be clear and intelligible. (Gov.uk, 2015) Bentham said that judges make the common law he also stated that the laws are not always clear, and judges make them up as they go along. He expressed that he would like to see the common law be turned into statute. This would mean a book could be made of the laws that apply to everyone. This would help people come to more understanding with the law rather than finding out that they didn’t follow the law correctly from a judge and hearing rules that they didn’t know were part of the law. According to (slaw,), everyone should be able to have access and have a clear understanding of all the laws where they are concerned to them. It doesn't particularly matter their reasoning for reading these laws it is more for the consequences behind most laws such as penal, economic and social that people are likely to be affected by.	Comment by Sian Turvey: Why? What about the law makers? Judges have to interpret the law by way of statutory interpretation. They can also make laws in the form of precedent. 

Your work is largely descriptive and you don't actually link your points back to the essay question. Remember PEE - make your point, back it up with evidence and explain the point by linking back to the essay question.

I can't see many references here or a resource list so you should think about expanding on this. 
[bookmark: _Int_NleNF0GO][bookmark: _Int_xutZXb4H][bookmark: _Int_QjMD7vXy][bookmark: _Int_6aOdrQYY][bookmark: _Int_l9tSX6He][bookmark: _Int_SL4qAC1i][bookmark: _Int_4XXp9Pm6]Judges play an eminent position in court. They direct the jury to what laws may apply to certain cases and they give judgements. Without them there would be no direction in court as well as no final decision. Judges ensure that the law is fair because they cannot be biased or have their own individual opinions on cases. They are servants to the public in a way in court because they state the laws relevant, make judgements, and protect the rights of the individuals in the court. However, they are not responsible for the final verdict, they have no control over the decision made by the jury they can only direct them. Not only do judges have the power of the law conferred upon them they also have the power to control the state. They do this through judicial review. After the human rights act in 1988 they had the power to control work by parliament and the executive. Judges are trusted members because they hold power of protecting people's rights. They have a strict set of rules to follow themselves as well as telling the law in court judges do not get dismissed from the office very often, but it can happen. This is because of the position they are in they have control of the law, and they need to be trusted by people. The law should be clear and intelligible, this could prevent laws in the future being broken if people have access to rules that apply to them. People may believe that judges make the rules up as they go along in court, Bentham suggested that there be a book of all law so that people have access to it and have a clear understanding. 
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