Archive practice Richard Ingate
St.Asaph Parish Church
The Welsh name of this small town is Llanelwy, and it is the parish church which this name refers to (‘church on the Elwy’). The church is ‘reputed’ to have been founded in 560AD by St.Kentigern[footnoteRef:1]. As parish records generally appear not to begin until 1538 there is quite a gap to explore and I wondered what might be in the archives. In terms of physical ‘evidence’ the earliest tomb in the churchyard itself is 1618[footnoteRef:2]. [1:  St.Asaph Parish Church, ‘History’, nd <https://stasaphparishchurch.org.uk/history/ [accessed 19th October 2025]
]  [2:  Britishlistedbuildings.co.uk, ‘St. Kentigern & St. Asaph Parish Church
A Grade II* Listed Building in St. Asaph (Llanelwy), Denbighshire’, nd < https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/300001447-st-kentigern-st-asaph-parish-church-st-asaph [accessed 19thOctober 2025]
‘,] 

My first port of call was the National Library of Wales where I searched for ‘diocese of St.Asaph’ and set the dates for 1200 (the earliest choice) to 1538. There were records going back to 1350 but they were not very informative. The earliest record was, ‘Inquisition concerning the township of Vaynol’, which was in Gwynedd. The title sounded interesting but is only available within the library rather than digitally. Another record I found from the 1300s was a record of a divorce, interestingly referred to as a ‘sentence’. 
There was little information for this pre 1538 period and none of it specifically about the parish church. I looked for secondary sources and found this secondary source which may give more information about primary sources for the early church’s foundation and history. This was, a chapter in Davies et al. (2009) Saints’ Cults in the Celtic World. Although the text was not available online from the National Library of Wales, an online copy is accessible through the UWTSD library.
The National Archives gave a few more clues about the range of events in daily life including excommunications and an appeal from the Bishop at St.Asaph to get more money from the fair in 1320. 
Overall I could find no information about the parish church itself and it makes me wonder where the accepted early history of the parish church comes from, as well as how might I search differently. One change might be to search specifically for material relating to St.Kentigern.
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