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INTRODUCTION:
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This study will examine the effects of domestic violence on the mental health of children as they progress from children to young adults. It will explore how children are affected by Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE’S) and the scars it leaves on them later in life. It examines the response from social services, police and other criminal justice services.
 The study aims to show how children and young adults may become involved in gang culture or become exploited by criminal gangs as a result of experiencing domestic violence (Children’s Commissioner, 2019).
Domestic violence is not new but over the last thirty years it has gained much more publicity through the media and through government policies. There is growing consensus that something must be done to tackle the problem, although this comes with many challenges (Holt and Devaney, 2015).
The understanding of domestic violence on a wider scale has been complicated with different governments having different definitions of domestic violence (European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights, 2014).
The Welsh government definition of domestic violence is “Any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive or threatening behaviour, violence or abuse between those aged 16 or over who are or have been intimate partners or family members regardless of gender or sexuality” (Welsh Government, n,d).
ACES are described as traumatic events that occur during childhood and can be an isolated event or prolonged abuse. ACES include:
Sexual Abuse
Emotional Abuse
Living with someone who abused drugs
Living with someone who abused alcohol
Exposure to domestic violence
Living with someone who has gone to prison
Living with someone with serious mental illness
Losing a parent through divorce, death or abandonment                           (Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust,2023).
In the UK it is estimated there are up to one million children that have been exposed to domestic violence (UNICEF, 2006).





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

1. Evaluate how Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE’s) affects children’s mental health into adulthood.

2. To explore the likelihood of children and young adults exposed to domestic violence becoming known to police and criminal justice services.

3.The partnership between police and other agencies to help children and what can be learned.




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

This literature review will how ACE’s affect children and their mental health going forward into adulthood. The review also highlights how these affected children become involved with crime and how a multi-agency response can help avoid children being criminalized.
There are many authors who study the effects of ACE’s on children’s mental health and authors that explore how these children come to the attention of the criminal justice system and the interaction with social services.
Examples will be presented focusing on studies by Keys et al (2012), Geffner et al (2014) and Stanley et al (2010).

2.2 Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE’S) and Mental Health.

Police officers regularly encounter young people who have had difficult upbringings and are experiencing a mental health episode. These individuals may have experienced parental separation, direct verbal and physical abuse, or domestic violence (Bellis et al, 2014). 
Many studies have taken place since the late 1990’s. The studies have shown that children who experiences four or more ACES are at a significantly higher risk of developing chronic diseases as well mental illness. Exposure to these adverse events has been shown to change the way that children develop changing the way the neurological systems function (Mary Boullier et al,2017).
A World Health Organisation survey suggests that eradicating ACE’s would reduce mental health disorders by 29.8% (Kessler et al, 2010).



Domestic Violence and Criminal Offending in Children and Young Adults.

Children and young adults are often classed as witnesses in domestic violence cases instead of victims. This would allow greater interventions to be put in place tailored to the young persons needs. There is currently no direct link made between offending and being exposed to ACES, due to the varying degrees of experiences and circumstances                                                                    (The Children’s Commissioner,2018).
There are a number of explanations why young people who are victims of domestic violence break the law. Some of these are:
Social Learning whereby young people imitate the violence there have witnessed and or experienced at home (Bandura et al,1978). 
Social control where the individuals have poor role models which disrupts family bonds and are more likely to become involved in youth offending (Gottfredson and Hirschi et al, 1990).
Social and psychological strain which can lead to extreme stress on young people and lead them to getting involved in risky behaviour. The violence and or abuse that they are subjected to, affects the abilities of the victims to learn positive coping strategies. This puts the children and young people at risk of becoming involved in youth offending (Agnew, 2007, Botchkovar et al. 2009).

 Multi Agency Approach to Domestic Violence.

When police officers attend a domestic incident of any sort be it a violent incident or a verbal incident, they are duty bound to fill out a form called a Public Protection Notice (PPN). This can be filled out with or without the victims consent. This document is shared with partner agencies to form a multi-agency approach (Justice Inspectorate, 2023).
Using the PPN high risk domestic violence victims are often discussed as what is known as a Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC).                         

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
This paper will explore what adverse experiences that children and young adults experience because of domestic violence and their coping methods and how organised crime gangs may be exploiting these people by filling the gaps left by violent parents.



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

One of the main focuses of this paper will seek to get the views of police officers in dealing with children who are victims of domestic violence and become involved in crime. 
This will be conducted be way of a questionnaire to gauge responses from police officers and health care professionals with the results analysed.
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