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Between the 30th of July 2024 and the 7th of August 2024, it was estimated that around 29 anti-immigration demonstrations and riots took place, these took place in 27 towns and cities across the UK. Downs  (2024) discussed that attacks took place on mosques and hotels that housed asylum seekers. Many of that riots that took place where of violent nature with one of the very first attacks being against a mosque where they threw rocks, bottles and other stuff at it. Not only did they attack places of worship the rioters went on to attack homes and hotels that housed asylum seekers themselves, one hotel was set alight for a brief moment while 240 asylum seekers were inside (Amanda Lewellyn, 2024).
Thomas et al (2024) discussed on their report on the BBC that the riots were caused not only by the fatal stabbings at a dance class for children but also by misinformation that was spread on social media, this information was spread throughout media by far-right activists. Andrew Tate who is an influencer that is quite often involved with controversy posted stating that the suspect involved in the murders of three young children was in fact an immigrant who was here illegally. Cheshire (2024) discussed that when the police and the media could only release the age of the attacker this was what sparked this spread of misinformation and as the far-right groups began to organise and make false claims this sparked the violent and racially motivated outcome.
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On July 29th, 2024, a teenager known by the name Axel Rudakubana attacked and murdered three young children ad a Taylor Swift themed dance party. He later admitted that he tried to murder 8 children and two adults who were in attendance (Crown Prosecution Service, 2025). During the prosecution of Axel Rudakubana if was made clear through evidence that his attacks were not an act of terrorism under the legislation for terrorism, this was clear because he had no purpose to advance a political, religious or racial agenda nor ideological cause (Judicary.UK, 2025).
Due to his age at the time under the Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1999 prevented them police or media from sharing information that may have helped identify him, by the time his information was release damage had already been done. Axel Rudakubana was a Cardiff born teen, he became known to local agencies in 2019 due to his challenging behaviour and social isolation, at the age of 13 years old he was permanently expelled from his school because of a call he had made to ChildLine stating that he had thoughts on harming another student for racially bullying him (Kherbane, 2025).
Those who encouraged the far-right activists where to blame for this spark in violence, those who shared and commented gave them means to keep on posting even after identification was made to the public. From the 29th of July 2024 the police had made a total of 1,511 arrests and brought together a total of 960 charges to those involved (NPCC, 2024). Police discussed that by the 9th of August 2024 more than 741 arrests had been made while 32 of the offences looked at where in relation to offences such ad incitement, Dodd (2024)wrote that the arrests included things such as theft, antisocial behaviour and violent disorders, these riots involved a strong anti-immigrant and anti-Muslim attitude.
The Southport riots were one of the biggest riots that the UK had seen since 2011, in one video that was posted it stated that military rule and mass deportations would help restore order to the UK, this video itself was seen over 30,000 times within the two hour period it was online (Karim, 2025). In 2011 a man named Mark Duggan was shot to death by police in the city of Tottenham after forcing his cab which he was driving to pull over, the police officer that shot him believed he had a gun and was going to shoot it. King (2016) stated that despite members of the public leading a peaceful protest they felt ignored by the police which caused people to question why he was shot if he didn't have a gun and that the family and the community surrounding this were not getting answers, they had not even been informed that he was dead even two days later.
 In continuance, while the Southport riots were sparked by the unjust killing of three young children anti-immigration stances have been around a long time, Mazrouei (2024) linked that misinformation has always taken root far too quickly even more so throughout online platforms, with misinformation being spread about immigrants it has not just shaped the way the public see them but it has led to some real consequences all over the world.
Linking in, the majority of those who took part in the Southport riots where those of a younger age, the research conducted by the Children’s Commissioner's Office (2025) discussed that though the young people who took part in the riots where not driven just by social media itself with the spread of misinformation but they also had a very deep distrust of the police but also, the lack of opportunity within the community they live in. With the normality of anti-immigration attitude the riots took place in 7 out of 10 of the most deprived areas within the UK, the wealth and inequality the effects young people played a role within the 2024 riots (Scott, 2024).
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The impacts of the Southport riots in the summer of 2024 had some detrimental effects towards the asylum seekers, immigrants and the general public. Taylor (2025) discussed that the riots that took place last summer after the murder of three young girls led to the decline in the mental health of asylum seekers everywhere. Some feared walking down the street in case they were attacked. Racism among other hate crimes can cause a detrimental effect to e persons health and wellbeing, it can cause mental health problems such as stress and anxiety and even PTSD this causes a knock-on effect that can lead to health problems. Stop Hate UK (2022) discussed that those who experience racism first hand don't need to be told by others or even research studies that it can affect them in these ways, many in and around communities are unaware of the affect's racism can have on someone's health and well-being.
There where children as young as the age of 11 who took part in the Southport riots that received criminal charges for doing so, those who acted out during these riots claimed they had different agendas, but they acted with completely different agendas which involved racism and anti- migrant hatred and even islamophobia. Many of the children who were brought along to these riots would have been brough by an adult themselves the rioters claimed that they were doing it to protect children from the harm that those three young girls experienced but brought their own children along to witness such violence and unrest (Hope Not Hate, 2024).

For many people in the communities the thought of violence scared them enough that they felt stressed and feared going out however, it was not just individuals themselves who were affected but also businesses. One business owner by the name of Chanaka Balasuriya discussed that the riots brought his business to the edge of being financially ruined, he watched on CCTV how protesters set the bins near his shop entrance alight and broke in and emptied his shelves of alcohol and cigarettes linking into the fact that some of these boys looked as young as 11. (Humphries, 2024).
In addition, hostility towards asylum seekers and other immigrants in the UK increased during the summer riots with social media playing a large role with increasing the tension in communities. Thomas (2025) stated that a new study revealed that this had harmed the health and wellbeing of asylum seekers across the whole country, it was discussed that giving asylum seekers the right to work was a “no-brainer”. It should be noted that prior to this asylum seekers where not allowed to work whilst their claim for asylum was being assessed (UK Visas and Immigration, 2024).
Although the mental impacts of the Southport summer riots where significant it is important to note that it had an economic cost to the communities surrounded by the devastation, the cost of policing the riots were a staggering £31.7 million, this was over a 12-day period which the officers who did work totalled over 40,000 hours' worth of shifts (Martin, 2024).
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The nature of the Southport riots where not a planned event, they sparked from a peaceful protest, in the beginning the police forces in the targeted areas did deploy their own officers to try and help deal with the riots but is became clear quickly that this required highly trained officers to help defuse the situation (Home Affairs Committee, 2025). Those trained in public order safety where deployed to help using their tactics of crowd control while ensuring it is done so safely. HMICFRS (2024) discussed that after several days of rioting and the seriousness of the situation that a national plan was implemented by the National Police Chief's Council, with one of the largest mobilisations since the riots in 2011.
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The riots that took place in Southport in the summer of 2024 was one of the most serious disorders since the 2011 riots, those who took part demonstrated serious and violent behaviour with association to hate crime against asylum seekers and immigrants. The spread of misinformation throughout social media fuelled the fire and affected communities in many ways, from the tragic loss of three young girls and what was set out as a way to protect their own children turned racial and anti-immigrant hatred within a matter of hours.

This stemmed from the protection of information under the Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1999 allowing the identify of Axel Rudakabana to be protected because of his age, thus sparking false claims by ‘far-right’ activists, the gaps in communication which were allowed by this legislation also helped to fuel the misinformation allowing people to speculate thus leading to the attacks on vulnerable individuals.
While the riots where not initially racially motivated the allowance of speculation and misinformation ensured that these attacks turned into a way for people to take out their anger and allow for their bias to cloud judgement, whilst adults involved themselves it was soon apparent that children who are easily influenced and vulnerable where involved too.
The impacts of theses riots reached far and wide with a detrimental impact to the asylum seekers and those in the minority communities fearing for their safety, the mental and physical cost was significant, the damage to homes, shops and places of worship also caused a detrimental economic cost to those communities.
The riots showed that vulnerable people and communities can be influenced, and it is important that the spread of misinformation be tackled and dealt with quickly and appropriately thus helping to delve deeper into untouched issues.





References
Amanda Lewellyn, V. C., 2024. How the UK’s far right used a local tragedy to spur chaos. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.vox.com/today-explained-podcast/365953/riots-uk-stabbing-far-right-merseyside-southport
[Accessed 28 April 2025].
Cheshire, T., 2024. Southport attack misinformation fuels far-right discourse on social media. [Online] 
Available at: https://news.sky.com/story/southport-attack-misinformation-fuels-far-right-discourse-on-social-media-13188274
[Accessed 28 April 2025].
Childrens Commissioner Office, 2025. Deep distrust of the police and lack of opportunity as drivers in children’s motivation to take part in last summer’s riots. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/news-and-blogs/press-notice-deep-distrust-of-the-police-and-lack-of-opportunity-as-drivers-in-childrens-motivation-to-take-part-in-last-summers-riots/#:~:text=Unique%20research%20by%20the%20Children's,of%20opportun
[Accessed 29 April 2025].
Crown Prosecution Service, 2025. Teenager who murdered three children at Southport dance class pleads guilty. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.cps.gov.uk/mersey-cheshire/news/teenager-who-murdered-three-children-southport-dance-class-pleads-guilty#:~:text=A%20TEENAGER%20who%20attacked%20children,people%20has%20today%20pleaded%20guilty.&text=Axel%20Rudakubana%2C%2018%2C%20pleaded%20gu
[Accessed 28 April 2025].
Dodd, V., 2024. More than 700 arrests made and 302 people charged over riots in England. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/article/2024/aug/09/uk-riots-arrests-made-and-about-people-charged-say-police
[Accessed 28 April 2025].
Downs, W., 2024. Policing response to the 2024 summer riots. [Online] 
Available at: https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/policing-response-to-the-2024-summer-riots/
[Accessed 27 April 2025].
Ed Thomas, S. S., 2024. How a deleted LinkedIn post was weaponised and seen by millions before the Southport riot. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c99v90813j5o#:~:text=Unrest%20was%20fuelled%20by%20misinformation,people%20to%20gather%20for%20protests
[Accessed 27 April 2025].
HMICFRS, 2024. An inspection of the police response to the public disorder in July and August 2024: Tranche 1. [Online] 
Available at: https://hmicfrs.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/publication-html/police-response-to-public-disorder-in-july-and-august-2024-tranche-1/
[Accessed 1 May 2025].
Home Affairs Committee, 2025. Police response to the 2024 summer disorder. [Online] 
Available at: https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5901/cmselect/cmhaff/381/report.html
[Accessed 1 May 2025].
Hope Not Hate, 2024. The long-term impact of the Southport riots for young people. [Online] 
Available at: https://hopenothate.org.uk/2024/08/20/the-long-term-impact-of-the-southport-riots-for-young-people/
[Accessed 30 April 2025].
Humphries, J., 2024. ‘My Southport shop was looted by rioters, then saved by strangers’. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-e885e189-aee4-4250-bbfc-c7f3c52f4d48
[Accessed 30 April 2025].
Judicary.UK, 2025. Axel Rudakubana Sentencing Note. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/R-v-Axel-Rudakubana.pdf
[Accessed 27 April 2025].
Karim, M., 2025. UK Far Right Protests (2024): A Dangerous Blend of Misinformation, Technology, and Extremism. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.qmul.ac.uk/lac/our-legal-blog/blogs/uk-far-right-protests-2024-a-dangerous-blend-of-misinformation-technology-and-extremism.html
[Accessed 29 April 2025].
Kherbane, R., 2025. Axel Rudakubana and the Southport stabbings: The obsession with redefining terrorism and extremism is not the answer. [Online] 
Available at: https://insights.doughtystreet.co.uk/post/102k74z/axel-rudakubana-and-the-southport-stabbings-the-obsession-with-redefining-terror
[Accessed 28 April 2025].
King, A., 2016. Five years after Mark Duggan’s death, the anger that sparked the London riots is still burning. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.huckmag.com/article/five-years-mark-duggans-death-anger-sparked-london-riots-still-burning
[Accessed 29 April 2025].
Martin, A.-C., 2024. Policing riots cost £31.7m and foreign bots ‘turbo-charged’ misinformation, says counter-terrorism chief. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/southport-riots-cost-police-foreign-bots-b2650567.html
[Accessed 1 May 2025].
Mazrouei, N. A., 2024. Understanding the Roots of Anti-Immigration Protests in Britain. [Online] 
Available at: https://trendsresearch.org/insight/understanding-the-roots-of-anti-immigration-protests-in-britain/?srsltid=AfmBOopl55WfITTGzEEb0bI9VfvtiaOlRs6MH2qEi2nCkJ3ckNk3h9fj
[Accessed 29 April 2025].
NPCC, 2024. Update on violent disorder arrests and charges. [Online] 
Available at: https://news.npcc.police.uk/releases/update-on-violent-disorder-arrests-and-charges
[Accessed 28 April 2025].
Scott, A., 2024. The ripple of racism. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.communitypractitioner.co.uk/summer-riots-the-ripple-of-racism/#:~:text=Austerity%20and%20the%20'normalisation%20of,UK%20(IDS%2C%202024
[Accessed 29 April 2025].
Stop Hate UK, 2022. How Racism Affects Health and Wellbeing. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.stophateuk.org/2022/10/17/how-racism-affects-health-and-wellbeing/#:~:text=Mental%20health%20problems%20decrease%20positive,people%20to%20be%20mentally%20well.&text=Racism%20is%20a%20stressor%20that,effects%20on%20our%20physical%20bodies
[Accessed 30 April 2025].
Taylor, D., 2025. UK riots led to deterioration in asylum seekers’ mental health, says report. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/society/2025/apr/15/uk-riots-led-to-deterioration-in-asylum-seekers-mental-health-says-report#:~:text=Last%20summer's%20riots%2C%20which%20took,protesters%2C%20according%20to%20a%20report
[Accessed 29 April 2025].
Thomas, P., 2025. Asylum seekers' mental health worsened after riots, study finds. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.easterneye.biz/asylum-seekers-mental-health-worsened-after-riots-study-finds/
[Accessed 1 May 2025].
UK Visas and Immigration, 2024. Permission to work and volunteering for asylum seekers (accessible). [Online] 
Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/handling-applications-for-permission-to-take-employment-instruction/permission-to-work-and-volunteering-for-asylum-seekers-accessible#:~:text=Those%20who%20claim%20asylum%20in,access%20to%20the%20labour%20market
[Accessed 1 May 2025].


