[image: UWTSD Birmingham Campus | LinkedIn]
University of Wales Trinity Saint David Birmingham

Module: Digital Skills and Research Methods
Module Code: LCHS4007
Assessment Component 2: Research Literacy- Learning How to Read a Research Paper


Submitted by
Name of the student: Denise Cartwright
ID number: 202534150

Submitted to
Name of the lecturer: Dr. Masud Siddiqui

Submitted on
Date: _________________


Table of contents
































Assessment Component 2: Research Literacy- Learning How to Read a Research Paper

SECTION 1
The title of the research paper is ‘She didn’t know how to go back’: School attendance problems in the context of COVID-19 pandemic- A multiple stakeholder qualitative study with parents and professionals. And the authors on this article are:
Bronte McDonald, Kathryn J. Lester, Daniel Michelson
The year of this publication was 2022. The research paper is about children that are primary-school aged in state-funded mainstream primary schools.  And parents and professionals were recruited to help research.
This research is so important because so many children suffered long term affects from COVID-19 that effected their health and day to day living. It was very challenging for children with special educational needs and pre-existing anxiety problems. There were many factors which include Covid related anxiety also trying to adapt to new school routines, after doing schooling at home with parents. So, this research is very important to get children back to school and to understand the mistakes that were made and how to continue going forwards so this never happens again and people get the support they need in the future. 
This research paper focuses on children of primary-school age and their parents, also professional stakeholders. The research done in this article was so important to the uk and health and social care.
‘’She didn’t know how to go back’: School attendance problems in context of COVID-19 pandemic,’’ is vital to the UK because it addresses a severe post-pandemic spike in persistent absenteeism. It highlights that school attendance problems are deeply rooted in mental health and anxiety, particularly affecting children with special educational needs Wiley & Son (2022).  
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What the researchers wanted to find out? 
what are the factors associated with school attendance problem for primary school-aged children within the COVID-19 pandemic. And to find out what support has been put into place to help with school attendance before and after the pandemic and if either of these changes have had an effect.  To find this out research will be done.  Also to find other approaches that may be helpful for children and their families affected by school attendance, to find opportunities and strategies for implementing these.
In the peak of COVID-19 schools closed. Education leaders were concerned about increased anxiety among pupils Lorna G Hamilton (2024).
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In this study they used qualitative, and mixed method design with two sequential phases of data collection (Morse, (2010)
What is qualitative research?  Qualitative research is used to understand human experiences, to explain why something has happened not just what has happened.
Inductive content analysis is used in cases where there are no previous studies dealing with the phenomenon or when it is fragmented. A deductive approach is useful if the general aim was to test a previous theory in a different situation or to compare categories at different time periods Satu Elo, Helvi Kyngas (2008).
What is quantitative research? Explains that quantitative research involves the systematic investigation of social phenomena using statistical or numerical data, which necessitates measurement and analysis for trend and relationships R Watson (2015)
What are mixed methods? Defines the convergent parallel mixed methods design as a type where qualitative and quantitative data are collected in parallel, analysed separately, and then merged JR Creswell (2013). 
Before I go on to say what method was used in this study, I will explain the difference between primary and secondary data. Primary data is original, firsthand information collected directly from the source which would be parents and professionals. This would be done by surveys, interviews, or experiments. Secondary data is existing information previously gathered by someone else. No reference (10th July).
As stated above, we used qualitative, mixed-method design with two sequential of data collection. In phase 1, a hybrid deductive-inductive insight-generating approach was applied through qualitative surveys with parents and professionals (Braun et al) (2020). These findings were used to do an in-depth qualitative interview in phase 2.
In phase 1 Surveys were put together for the two main stakeholders and consisted of six opened-ended, free-text questions. Parents were asked two lots of questions about SAPs experiences for the period from spring term 2021 up to when schools closed in March 2020. Parents were asked to describe how they felt about their children attending school during the pandemic as well as their own feelings. They were able to put their points across and explain about and difficulty’s they and their children faced during the pandemic, and if they had been given any support, and if that support had been helpful in anyway. They were also asked if there was any additional support that could have been given that might have been helpful.
With the professional’s survey they were asked about the high-risk groups for SAPs before and during the pandemic, to find out what difficulties families had faced and how to prepare them for returning to school.
So, what is a survey and what does it involve, Today the word survey is used most often to describe a method of gathering information from a sample of individuals Fritz Scheruren (pg9)
In phase 2 interviews semi-structured guides were created after a preliminary analysis of survey data. Particular attention was given to links between child anxiety, Parenting behaviours and SAPs; the sources of informal and community-based support; school and statutory responses to SAPs; and the quality of home-school relationship and implications for addressing SAPs (pg 4)
Qualitative interviews and what’s involved, indicates that scandalized survey interviews account for the bulk of published research using interviewing and questionnaire methods in sociology and related fields, suggesting a primary use for data K Roulston (2018)
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The main point of this report was to find out why children found it so hard to go back to school after COVID-19. This study provided an in-depth insight into stakeholders’ experiences of SAPs in relation to the COVID-19 pandemic. There is a need for intervention to tackle SAPs because of the impact the pandemic had on children.  Help should be easily accessible, parents should be provided with non-judgmental support and strategies to help with children suffering anxiety associated with school attendance, alongside building a relationship with school staff. Future research is needed to evaluate and develop these relationships by looking at lived experiences of families.
 I learnt the difference between qualitive and quantitative methods, and mixed methods and how this is put into practice. Ive learnt that there are many ways to research to gather evidence, surveys, interviews, observation and existing records.
This assessment has help me a lot with understanding Harvard referencing as I have been struggling with why we need it and how to do it. I think I have a much better understanding now and hope to improve as time goes on.
[bookmark: _Toc233886920][bookmark: _Toc233887337] I have learnt a lot about research methods and the different ways you can investigate to find out a solution or get evidence together.  This will help me in the greatly in the future with further studies and work life. Because if I don’t understand some think I know how I can find information that has already been researched so I get a better understanding.
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