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Modern technology has greatly changed photography, affecting everything from taking pictures to sharing them. The introduction of digital cameras, smartphones, and powerful editing tools has made photography easier, more flexible, and faster. These advances have not just changed how we capture and distribute photos but have also altered how we tell stories visually and express ourselves artistically. Now, with digital cameras and smartphones, anyone can take great pictures without needing fancy gear or knowing a lot about cameras. Editing software like Adobe Photoshop and Lightroom lets us make our photos even better, adding effects or fixing mistakes.

Sharing photos has become super easy too, thanks to social media. Platforms like Instagram and Facebook allow us to share our photos instantly with people all over the world. This has made photography a big part of how we communicate and express ourselves online. All these changes mean that photography is not just about taking pictures anymore it is about telling stories and sharing experiences in new and exciting ways.


Connectivity 
In recent years, social media has blown up in ways nobody could have seen happening. Most people own a mobile phone or have some sort of access to the internet, which means we can all now connect in ways we never could before. Social media platforms such as Instagram, Facebook and Snapchat are used by millions of people daily and it is how everyone communicates with each other. These applications do not just have a social aspect such as communication, but they also effect photography in many ways, for example, Instagram is a platform where people share images and others are able to comment and like these posts. Instagram is a photo based platform where people are able to share art like never before. We now go about our day by liking, flipping and swiping through these apps without even knowing it, we register our approval by double tapping an imaging and if we do not like these images then we simply swipe past. [footnoteRef:1] However, the amount of art and photography that we intake daily has increased massively, if people did not go on Instagram and Facebook daily it would be concerning in today’s generation whereas, there was no social media platforms 30 years ago, if people wanted to see art and photography they would have to go to a gallery. Furthermore, if people wanted to see what their friend got up to last week they would have to go and ask if they had taken photos on a camera and view those. The accessibility of these images has increased massively in the last few decades and the level of connectivity that we have with one another is more than ever. [1:  Henning, M. (2021). That Liking Feeling: Mood, Emotion, and Social Media Photography. In J. W. Lewis & K. Parry (Eds.), Ubiquity: Photography’s Multitudes (Vol. 31, pp. 225–244). Leuven University Press. https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv24cnspz.15] 

 
iCloud storage is another way that we all connect, sometimes without realising it. All of the images that we have taken on our phones go automatically into the ‘cloud’, this is a built-in application on phones that allow all of your images to be backed up so that they can never be lost and that you have your photos even if you lose your phone or accidentally drop it in the toilet. The images will always be recovered with the cloud, however, what some people may not realise is that you can share all of the images that you have ever taken with your family and friends. You can create shared folders and files with each other so if you have been on holiday with each other for example, you can. Have a shared folder with each other so that you do not have to print off you images twice, this overall saves resources, money and effort. 

Another application that has shaped the way that photography has been affected by modern technology is Snapchat. This is a platform where you can add all your friends and share images with one another however, you can only view these images once. The idea of snapchat is to eliminate the idea of ‘perfection’ in images and make photography simple again. Snapchats idea was to make photography fun again; you also have your own visual diary on the app where you can share an image with everyone that you allow can view for 24 hours before the image is erased. The app is also good as it shows the person who shared the image if someone has screenshotted the image, replayed the image etc. eliminating the issue of bullying and allowing the creative freedom of everyone.


Accessibility
Taking a photograph has become rather like holding a drink—a key mode by which everyone acknowledges how much fun they are having.[footnoteRef:2] Phone cameras have changed photography a lot. They're easy to carry around, so we can capture moments anytime, anywhere. With a DSLR type camera they can be heavy and quite bulky, taking up room that you may not have whereas with a mobile phone, most people carry them around anyways, so they are not sacrificing any space. We can quickly share photos with friends and family through social media. Phone cameras keep getting better, so we can take clearer and more vibrant pictures, even in low light. Plus, they've made photography more inclusive, as anyone with a smartphone can take great photos and share their creativity with the world. Phone cameras have come a long way in recent years, getting better and better with each new model. They started out as just quick and easy tool for taking snapshots, but now they're much more than that. Today's phone cameras can capture incredibly detailed and vibrant photos, thanks to improvements in things like resolution, sensor size, and image processing. They also have cool features like optical image stabilization and special modes for taking great photos in low light or adding artistic effects. Plus, many phones now come with multiple lenses, giving you more options for capturing different types of shots, like wide-angle or close-up. [2:  Henning, M. (2021). That Liking Feeling: Mood, Emotion, and Social Media Photography. In J. W. Lewis & K. Parry (Eds.), Ubiquity: Photography’s Multitudes (Vol. 31, pp. 225–244). Leuven University Press. https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv24cnspz.15
] 


Auto settings on cameras have changed photography a lot. Before, you needed to know the technicality to take good photos. But now, cameras can do it for you. They look at the scene and adjust settings like brightness and focus automatically. This means anyone can take great photos without needing to learn all the camera settings. There are a few key auto settings that are really important for photographers. Auto focus makes sure your subject is clear and sharp, while auto exposure balances the brightness and contrast of your photos. Auto white balance helps get the colours right, no matter the lighting, and auto ISO adjusts sensitivity to light automatically. These settings are crucial because they make sure your photos look good without you needing to worry about all the technical details. Even though manual settings offer more control, auto settings are great for beginners or when you need to take photos quickly.

Film cameras have had a significant impact on photography over time. In the past, film cameras were the primary tool for capturing images, requiring physical film rolls that needed to be developed before viewing the photographs. This process was more time-consuming and expensive compared to digital photography today. However, film cameras played a crucial role in shaping photography as an art form and profession. They required a deeper understanding of exposure, composition, and lighting, as there was no immediate feedback on the captured image. Photographers had to rely on their skills and intuition to produce captivating images. Photography has become a lot easier to get into now because of digital cameras. Especially the ones in smartphones. They've made it so almost anyone can take pictures. With digital cameras, you can snap a photo and see it right away. You don't need to wait to get film developed or printed like with old cameras. Digital cameras have more features like automatic focus and exposure. Before, photography was a bit harder because you needed film and had to wait to see your pictures. But now, with digital technology, it's much simpler and open to everyone. Almost everyone has a camera on their phone, which means more people can take up photography as a hobby.

Polaroid cameras have had a significant impact on photography since their introduction. They revolutionized the way people captured and shared moments by providing instant prints without the need for external processing. This instant gratification made Polaroid cameras popular for capturing memories at parties, events, and everyday moments. The unique look and feel of Polaroid prints, with their distinct colours and retro aesthetic, became iconic in the world of photography. Additionally, the rise of social media and photo-sharing platforms has contributed to the revival of Polaroid cameras. Many users appreciate the nature of Polaroid prints in an increasingly digital world, as they provide a physical memory of shared experiences that can be cherished and displayed offline.


Editing
Photoshop and Lightroom are just a few of the applications that allow you to make changes to your image once you have taken the photo. Previously, if you took a photo you would have to just keep taking photos until you were happy with it, always aiming for perfection; whereas, with photoshop you are able to take the image and upload it and then make all the changes you want. On these editing applications you are able to modify the image in ways such as changing lighting, altering mistakes and changing angles to name a few. With Photoshop, you can tweak and change photos in lots of ways, like adding layers or fixing tiny details. It's great for making really creative edits. Meanwhile, Lightroom helps you keep all your photos organized and edit lots of them at once, making it perfect for big projects or sorting through a ton of pictures. Both programs make it easier for photographers to create amazing images and tell their stories visually. 


AI has changed photography a lot. It helps make photos look better by fixing things like brightness and sharpness automatically. It can also remove unwanted stuff from photos and organize them neatly. AI can even copy styles from one photo to another and recognize faces to edit them easily. Plus, it can help with things like making sure your photos are framed well and adjusting settings for different scenes. Basically, AI makes it easier for anyone to take great photos without needing lots of editing skills. AI can add cool effects and filters to your photos too, giving them a unique style. When it comes to portraits, AI can smooth skin and remove blemishes with just a click. It also gives helpful tips on how to frame your shots and suggests settings based on the scene you're shooting in. Overall, AI makes photography easier and more fun, letting you unleash your creativity without worrying too much about the technical stuff. This is obviously different and new to what we had before as there actually was not any AI at all. 

Face tune is a mobile photo editing app that primarily focuses on enhancing facial features in portraits. It offers various tools to retouch and refine faces, such as smoothing skin, whitening teeth, removing blemishes, reshaping facial features, and adding makeup effects. Face tune can help improve the overall appearance of portraits by enhancing the subject's natural beauty, creating a polished and professional look. It's particularly popular for social media users, influencers, and portrait photographers who want to present their subjects in the best possible light. The face tune app also comes hand in hand with the accessibility aspect touched upon previously as it is a mobile application, this means that you are able to edit whatever images you need, all on the go. Face tune is rated in the top 10 applications on the iPhone app store which shows just how popular it is. However, the app has come under scrutiny previously as people use it to edit their photos ‘too much’. This is once again a difference to previous years as you are now able to edit photos whereas you had to retake photos before until you were happy with them.


To conclude, after doing research into my three words I can see that modern technology has shaped photography in many ways. We now have phones that allow us to take photos without even thinking about it, whether it is taking a photo of food that you think looks particularly appealing to you or to capture a beautiful sunset. We then have applications where you can share those photos with people in seconds, not to mention you can share the images with anyone including people on the other side of the world. You can register if you like a photo that someone has posted by double tapping the image and you can comment if you really like it. These are aspects that you were never able to do before but have made photography a more accessible hobby for everyone. Editing is a new feature that you would not be able to do with just a camera, for example, if you had taken an image on a camera and it was not perfect you would have to take it over and over until you were happy with the image; whereas, now if you do not achieve perfection then you can just go on photoshop and fix whatever it is you do not like. Overall, photography is for everyone now, not just those with an actual camera but for those with a phone too. 

How has modern technology shaped Photography?
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