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Character Dossier: Berenice the Younger
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1. Family Tree of Ptolemy III. Bennett 2001y

The daughter of Ptolemy III and Berenice II, Berenice the Younger is the sister of Ptolemy Philopater and Arsinoe III. She was ‘declared princess (basilissa) at birth’[footnoteRef:1] according to Bennet; ‘basilissa’ is translated as ‘queen’ in Hölbl’s History of the Ptolemaic Empire.[footnoteRef:2] Historically, there were also the brothers Magus, Alexander and a fourth brother whose name we do not know (but may have been Lysimachus. In this setting, these three died as children of an illness. [footnoteRef:3] [1: Bennett 2001z ]  [2:  Hölbl 2001, 108]  [3:  Bennett 2001y] 

This character is based on the Ptolemaic princess who lived 239-238.[footnoteRef:4] In this setting, her birth year is brought forward to 243, to make her 18 in 225.  Bevans disputes the juvenile death of this Berenice, but the inscription he cites refers to Berenice Euergetis, her mother.[footnoteRef:5] Berenice was ‘worshipped as Lady of the Virgins’ according to the translation of the Canopus Decree[footnoteRef:6] in Bevans,[footnoteRef:7] which probably refers to female virgins but may refer to young children. [4:  Bennett 2001z]  [5:  Bevans 1927, 211]  [6:  OGIS 56.]  [7:  Bevans 1927 201 footnote 41] 


Berenice the Younger would have been part of her mother’s household and grown up in Alexandria, where the royal family was based. She would have had servants, and expected to grow up to direct the servants in her own house. She would have spoken and written Greek, as the lingua franca of Ptolemaic Egypt. Literacy is not highly common or evidenced, but Berenice is a noblewoman and her mother was famous for her patronage of poets.[footnoteRef:8] Many bureaucratic documents would be written in Greek, as would the papyruses in the Library of Alexandria.  [8:  Clayman 2014] 

She has a strong relationship with and loyalty to her family. She understands that her future is tied to the family, and that a lot of her worth as a person and status is due to that background. She likes reading.

Women in Ptolemaic Egypt were considerably better positioned than their counterparts in Greece; they could own land, run businesses, and divorce their husbands. [footnoteRef:9] [9:  Penrose 2016] 

Macedonian Queens under Alexander and Phillip tended to be political pawns of their husbands, but separately from that they trained horses, influenced politics and could participate in public life. The Macedonian army had female warriors and generals, and the successor kingdoms of alexander the great shared this trait.[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  Penrose 2016 ] 

The Ptolemaic queens came from these traditions and adopted many Egyptian customs, and the first few Ptolemaic queens are formidable women.
Arsinoe II was highly regarded, influential and deified, and her daughter Berenice II was in a similar position. Both women were influential in the arts and strong horsewomen who had led men in battle. These acts were celebrated in Egypt and were not treated as unwomanly or unsuitable for a queen.[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  Clayman 2014] 

Berenice the Younger is based on these women, her grandmother and mother respectively. She is a strong horsewoman and would have been trained in such things from a young age. She would have been aware of her mother’s affection for and patronage for the arts.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Clayman 2014] 


As a possible future Queen should her older sister Arsinoe III not survive, she would have been taught such things as a Ptolemaic queen would be expected to know, and taught to be an aid to a future King. 
This would largely manifest as political and religious education and family history; the royal family was heavily involved in Egyptian religion and received much of their legitimacy from religious performance.  The whole family would have been involved in religion: one religious dedication is from King Ptolemy, Queen Berenice “and their small children” Clayman cites an inscription dedicating a temple to Isis and Harpocrates.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Clayman 161 citing OGIS 61] 

She would keep an eye on things likely to affect herself, her family and her family's kingdom. Her maids would be of noble birth, her servants of lower birth, and she would use these to keep aware of rumours and manoeuvring in the Ptolemaic court. 
Berenice the Younger would have been aware of her family history and the recent history of Alexander the Great, from Philip's conquests to the divisions of the empire after Alexander's death. She would be aware of her fickle position as a royal woman and the way her life would probably depend on the political fortune of her future husband, and the likelihood of her being married off as part of a political manoeuvre or alliance. 
Berenice the Younger would have known how her aunt, Berenice the sister of Ptolemy III, married off to the Seleucids as part of a political move, who later exerted some political influence in a situation that lead to the death of that Berenice. The circumstances of that marriage- that it was dependant on the rejection of the first wife of that Seleucid king and her children by him- would be something Berenice the Younger was aware of as a possible future for herself.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Bevans 1927 198-190] 
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Orientis Graeci Inscriptiones Selectae – OGIS 56 & 61.
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